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African Regional Capacity Development for Health Services and Systems Research (ARCADE-HSSR) 
Ph.D. COURSE ANNOUNCEMENT

HEALTH SYSTEMS RESEARCH (HSR)
Background. The ARCADE-HSSR project addresses doctoral and post-doctoral research training in Health Systems Strengthening in Africa. Among the collaborating universities include Makerere University College of Health Sciences (MakCHS) Kampala, Stellenbosch University (SU) Cape Town South Africa, Karolinska Institutet (KI) Stockholm Sweden, Institute of Development Studies (IDS) UK, and Nasjonalt Kunnskapssenter for Helsetjenesten Norway. To read more about ARCADE, go to: www.arcade-project.org
Course Announcement. The ARCADE Project at MakCHS, in collaboration with the World Health Programme at KI announces the Health Systems Research (HSR) course, to be held for 5 days from Monday 25th March to Wednesday 3rd April 2013 (Excluding public holidays and weekend). 

Target Audience: Ph.D. students in any of the fields below: Public health, Epidemiology, Health Services Research or a Clinical field.
Number of students: 10 at each of the three sites 

Credits: 1.5
Course Dates: Monday 25th March to Wednesday 3rd April 2013(Excluding public holidays and weekend).
Duration: 6 days
Time: 10:00AM -12:30PM and 3:00-5:00PM (Uganda time)
Last day of submitting the application: Thursday 21st March 2013. 

Venue: Deputy Principal’s Board Room Makerere Univ.  College of Health Sciences and Weblink to KI & SU 

Language of Instruction: English                             
Tuition. No Tuition to be paid. You will cater for your own meals, stationery and other costs.
Course Leaders and Coordinators:  
· MakCHS - Aggrey Mukose amukose@musph.ac.ug Tel. +256 772 427 800 and Henry Komakech lhkomakech@musph.ac.ug
· Karolinska Institutet  and Stellenbosch University
Application procedure. Before applying, read the course introductory information on page 2.

To apply for the course, fill sign, scan and email the form on page 4 to the course leader at your university as indicated above under ’Course Leaders’. 
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INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH SYSTEMS RESEARCH COURSE
Health systems are the overarching organizations/institutions that determine how populations organize preventive and curative activities to promote health, treat and cure diseases.  There are multiple systems and breakdown of one affects the breakdown of others.   Health systems deploy health workers, drugs, facilities, financing, and governance.   Like organ systems, health systems break down in predictable patterns and lead to syndromes that can be diagnosed and addressed. 

Health systems research is a field of study that is done to address gaps in health systems. It thus helps to strengthen health systems or better understand the context in which they function, understand how health care if financed, organised, delivered and used, and understand how health systems contribute to broader health and social goals
The introduction to Health Systems Research course provides an introduction to health systems and HSR. In addition to basic methods, the course also provides "the state of the art" in research and evaluation through the review of major completed studies. This course is recommended for students who will be carrying out research that addresses health systems issues. 
During the one week period, the course builds an understanding of the purpose and nature of health systems research(HSR) as a multi-disciplinary endeavor with diverse research goals. Participants will review the range of research questions, methodological approaches and study designs that HSR encompasses. The course will discuss how HSR relates to other types of public health research, and the distinctions that make HSR unique.  Elements of developing a HSR Concept/proposal will be reviewed during the course to help operationalize understanding regarding HSR.  

The main objective of this course is to  equip students with relevant  knowledge and skills to conduct and analyse HSR. It is hoped that this will  increase understanding of the functioning of health systems and thus improve on health outcomes.

PRE-REQUISITES / MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE THIS COURSE

To qualify for admission to this course, the candidate must be a Ph.D. student or post doc in any of the Medical Sciences (Public health, Epidemiology,Health Services Research or a Clinical field). 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Understand the concepts, meaning and importance of health systems and HSR. 

2. Develop  HSR questions.

3. Understand the  approached used in HSR
4. In position to develop HSR concept notes and proposals 
5. Be able to link HSR to policy and publication

6. Discuss the challenges faced in HSR.

MODE OF DELIVERY

The HSR course is offered as a combined face to face and online course lasting 5 days.

Online course materials

i. Downloadable online lecture notes

ii. Online power point slides

iii. Real-time online lectures each lasting upto one hour

iv. Online video demos on literature search, data analysis and interpretation

v. Links to journal articles and textbooks on meta-analysis

vi. Email support from course leader

vii. Chart room sessions lasting one hour

viii. Links to journal articles and textbooks on meta-analysis

ASSESSMENT METHODS. Based on attendance, assignments, ability to perform different tasks in the course and final written exam
APPLICATION FORM 
INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH SYSTEMS  RESEARCH (HSR) COURSE

	First Name:
	

	Surname:
	

	Date of Birth:
	

	Gender:
	

	Personal Number:
	

	Degree of study:
	

	Institution:
	

	Department: 
	

	Division/Section:
	

	Street address:
	

	Room number/mail stop:
	

	Phone (office):
	

	Phone (cell):
	

	Email address:
	


Student name:                                                            Signature:    

              Date:

Supervisor Name:                                 

Signature:  


Date:

Email the filled, signed and scanned form to any of the following depending on which university you are based. Be sure to CC <amukose@musph.ac.ug>: 

· MakCHS - Aggrey Mukose: amukose@musph.ac.ug Tel. +256 772 427 800 and Henry Komakech: lhkomakech@musph.ac.ug
Last day of submitting the application: Thursday 21st March 2013.

You will be notified about acceptance by end of day: Friday 22nd March 2013.

Note: Course start and end dates: Monday 25th March – Wednesday 3rd Apri 2013 (Excluding public holidays and weekend).
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