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Correction to the Official Report: PQ 276258 Michael Ancram, Official Report 23 June 2009 Columns 734 - 735W
Mr Michael Ancram (Devizes): To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many category B prisoners are currently held in category C prisons; and how many category C prisoners are held in category D penal establishments. [276258]

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w0001.htm 
Letter of correction from Maria Eagle:

In June you asked a Parliamentary Question about the number of category B prisoners held in category C prisons and the number of category C prisoners held in Category D prisons. I regret that the answer provided contained inaccurate information. The written answer stated that categorisation procedures ensure that all prisoners are held in an establishment of the security category to which they have been assigned. It should have said that all prisoners are held in an establishment of at least the same category as that assigned to the prisoner.

It is often the case, that prisoners will be held in a higher security category prison than the category assigned to the prisoner although none will be allocated to a lower security category prison. The reasons for this range from operational expediency to consideration of what is in the prisoner’s own best interests, For example, following conviction and initial categorisation, category C and D prisoners will remain in the local prison, a category B prison, until a suitable allocation to a lower category prison is available or, if serving a very short sentence it may be more suitable to serve the whole sentence in the local prison. Prisoners may also be held or transferred to a higher security category prison to enable completion of offender behaviour work or education that is identified as key to the risk reduction or rehabilitation process.

I apologise for this error. A copy of this letter will be placed in the Library of the House.
The correct answer should have been:

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many category B prisoners are currently held in category C prisons; and how many category C prisoners are held in category D penal establishments. [276258]


Maria Eagle: Category C prisoners are not held in category D prisons. All prisoners are assessed as to their risk of escape or abscond, which ensures allocation of prisoners to a prison providing appropriate levels of security. Only those considered suitable would be held in category D open conditions. Those same procedures ensure that category B prisoners are not allocated to category C prisons, and that all prisoners are held in an establishment of at least the same category as that assigned to the prisoner.
Prisoners re-categorised to a higher category would be held in the prison's segregation unit until such time as they could be moved to more appropriate accommodation.

The correct categorisation and allocation, balancing security issues and the needs of the prisoner, helps prisoners to use their sentences constructively, to tackle their offending behaviour and to prepare for their eventual release. All prisoners must be placed in the lowest security category consistent with the needs of security and control and the need to protect the public. Prisoners of a higher security category would not, as a matter of course, be held in an establishment of a lower category. The only exceptions to this will be where prisoners are re-categorised, and then await a move to a different establishment.

Thank you for your assistance.
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