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Abdolali SABBAGH (Iran, Islamic Republic of) (Original language Persian)

At the outset I would like to welcome you, the Chair of the Council. I am confident that with your able leadership we will achieve the goals of this Council. I wish you all the best and look forward to seeing a successful outcome of our debates. My delegation also thanks the Secretariat for preparation of an excellent and well-organized document on the State of Food and Agriculture, CL 115/2.

My statement follows the Secretariat’s recommendations on page 11, Main Issues for Discussion. The Report is not promising from a food security point of view. The number of chronically undernourished people in developing countries is estimated at 828 million for the 1994-96 period. That is six million more than what it was in the 1990-92 period. This increase coincided with the pre-World Food Summit period.

In 1996 our Heads of State and Governments, in this very same building, committed themselves to cut down the number of undernourished people by half by the year 2015. We have used 10 percent of the allocated time and we are not sure that we are 10 percent better off.

The Report indicates that there has been a slight decline in the proportion of undernourished since the early 1990s but also a slight increase in the number of undernourished. We should remember that our goal of reducing undernourished people by 2015 is set in absolute numbers and not in proportion of hungry people. We are not interested in figures; people matter most.

According to the report, “the recent trends give no room for complacency, as progress in some regions was more than offset by deterioration in others.” A closer examination of Table 1, on page 1, reveals that the only region which shows a meaningful decline in the number of undernourished people is East and Southeast Asia. My delegation is quite confident that updated figures from the 1994-96 period to the 1996-98 period would show a deteriorated situation, even in this region, a deteriorated situation that stems from recent financial and economic crises.

The Near Eastern region, of which my delegation is one of the representatives at this Council, has demonstrated the worst performance both in absolute numbers and in proportional terms. Again, updating of the figures would certainly show a grim situation due to the sharp decline of petroleum prices which negatively affects food security in most of the oil exporting countries of the region.

Still of particular concern is that the poorer groups of developing countries have not registered any decline in the numbers or percentage of undernourished. This means that in achieving the goals of the World Food Summit we are facing a difficult challenge which needs more commitment, more resources and more innovative thoughts, means and actions. We must believe that actions speak louder than words.

Let me take a quick look at crop and livestock production in 1997. As stated in paragraph 9, for the developing countries as a whole 1997 was a disappointing year. The 1.8 percent increase in agricultural production recorded this year was nearly the lowest during the last two decades. For the first time since 1987 the developing countries as a whole did not achieve any gain in per capita crop and livestock production. The sharpest negative turn-round in agricultural performance in 1997 was recorded in the Near East region where agricultural output is estimated to have declined by four percent.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is in this category and did experience two years of drought (1995-97), the worst in the past 25 years. Decline in per capita agricultural production has also been recorded in most of the African countries and a number of countries in Latin America and the Caribbean region. It is not surprising to read that all of these negative performances stem from weather adversities. This is a historic reason behind almost all crop failures, food shortages and famines.

In this respect my delegation would like to draw the Council’s attention to the following point: there are some climatic and weather-related phenomena which are difficult to predict or prevent like El Niño and hurricanes. Others such as floods and droughts, which are more frequent and the major cause of agricultural production shortfalls, are also difficult to predict but can be prevented to a high degree by existing knowledge and technology.

The best reason for this argument could be found within the very same Report. Although in a very few of the developed countries the rate of growth in agricultural production has slowed down, but fortunately none of them has experienced a serious negative growth rate or decreased per capita production in 1995-97. The main reason is that by taking advantage of new knowledge and technology they have been able to prevent the negative effects of weather adversities. The lesson which can be learned from this is that FAO should focus on this issue more than before. My delegation believes that this is important enough to be included in FAO’s future strategic framework and receive more attention in FAO’s normative responsibilities.

On food shortages, emergencies and food aid there is nothing new in the Report. Of course the figures are new but the substance is the same old story of increased civil strife, weather adversities and economic hardship versus declining food aid.

Food aid decreased from 15.1 million tons in 1992-93 to 5.3 million tons in 1997-98. My delegation would like to repeat once again what was said by one of our African colleagues in the fiftieth anniversary of FAO celebrations in Canada. He said, “Do not give us food aid, aid us to produce food”. Considering the bulky nature of food shipments, expensive transportation and poor infrastructure in most of the food aid recipient countries, local food production seems to be the best option. It is needless to add that most comparative advantage elements in food production are technological and knowledge-based and therefore transferable to most food-deficit localities.

This brings me to the Special Programme for Food Security which, with more support, would be able to deal directly with removing obstacles to local agricultural production and providing low-income food-deficit countries with necessary ways and means of increasing food production and food security and less need for food aid.

It is difficult to draw a conclusion on external assistance to agriculture over recent years because the available data lack information about a major contributor. However, the Report indicates that the declining trend in external assistance to agriculture during the 1990s is continuing and at constant 1990 prices its level has declined by about 20 percent from 1990 to 1995.

My delegation would like to seize this opportunity to thank IFAD and the regional development banks for expanding their commitments to the level of 1994 and hopes to see these organizations, as well as the World Bank, pay more attention to this issue, especially at a very difficult time for the agricultural sector of developing countries throughout the world.

In fisheries, although in value terms below half the total exports in 1996 originated from developing countries as against a share of 51 percent in 1995, it is encouraging to see that the production of fish and aquatic animals has reached a record level in 1996. My delegation shares the concern that the complicated problem of over-exploited fish stocks, often the result of excess fishing capacity, remains in many parts of the world and fully supports the Secretariat’s proposal concerning the importance of establishing an infrastructure for assessing and managing fisheries and bringing national management capabilities and action into line with those included in the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and other international instruments, by all FAO Member States.

Section 9 of the Report, Production and Trade of Forest Products, provides a good example of what FAO should do to help developing Member State countries. The developed countries are responsible for the larger share of industrial roundwood (70 percent) and expanded production by two percent, with developing country production increasing by a more limited 1.5 percent. In production of solid wood products the bulk of expansion occurred in the developed countries, which account for more than two-thirds of the total output of both. The strongest growth in output of pulp and papers is recorded in developed countries at 6.8 percent.

The situation was less favourable in developing countries. 1994 saw an increase in the total value of exports of forest products of 2.2 percent. The increase was mainly confined to the developed countries. The developed country forestry exports witnessed a five percent decline. On the other hand, according to latest FAO estimates world-wide there was a net loss of forests of 56 million hectares between 1990 and 1995 as a result of a decrease of 65 million hectares in developing countries and an increase of nine million hectares in developed countries.

To be short, the developed countries have utilized their forests more profitably and at the same time have increased the area of their forests. My delegation congratulates them and wishes them more prosperity and welfare. My delegation also believes that FAO should lead its developing Member States to a similar path of sustainable development in all areas of agriculture. We hope that future FAO documents prepared for all committees, commissions, inter-governmental groups, Councils and Conferences contain an in-depth analysis and recommendations in this direction.

Finally, I would like to draw the attention of Council on behalf of the Near East region, to one of the two main recommendations of the Twenty-fourth Near East Regional Conference, that is to increase technical assistance to the Central Asian members of the Near East region and consider establishing a sub-regional office to serve these countries in particular and the neighbouring countries of the Near East region in general.

 Ioan PAVEL (Roumanie)

Monsieur le Président, pour la délégation de la Roumanie c’est un privilège de pouvoir saluer et féliciter les nouveaux vice-présidents et également le Président et les membres du Comité de rédaction de notre session. Nous voudrions remercier, Monsieur De Haen, pour la présentation du document concernant la situation mondiale de l’alimentation et de l’agriculture.  Nous avons pris connaissance avec intérêt du document que le Secrétariat de la FAO a préparé sur ce point de l’ordre du jour et notamment l’analyse de la situation en ce qui concerne la production mondiale des principaux produits agricoles.  Juste deux années après le Sommet mondial de l’alimentation nous constatons que l’amélioration de la sécurité alimentaire est encore très éloignée et dépendante des facteurs difficiles à contrôler.  Dans ce cadre, permettez-moi, Monsieur le Président, d’illustrer brièvement la situation actuelle de la conjoncture agricole et de la nutrition dans mon pays.  Le Gouvernement roumain est toujours préoccupé de mettre en place un programme de sécurité alimentaire.  Pour la Roumanie, celui-ci présume une restructuration rapide de l’agriculture y compris de la production agricole par l’accélération de la réforme, l’introduction des mesures pour encourager les investissements, une diffusion plus large de nouvelles technologies et la création d’un marché agricole fonctionnel.  En ce qui concerne la production agricole, comme il a été remarqué dans le document préparé par le Secrétariat, après une importante augmentation de la production végétale de l’année 1996 et 1997, à cause des conditions climatiques défavorables, les estimations pour cette année ne sont pas encourageantes.  De plus, la production du secteur animal a continué à baisser avec des influences négatives sur la disponibilité énergétique alimentaire par habitant et en particulier sur la  qualité de nutrition de la population.  Pour un jugement plus correct des conditions de nutrition dans mon pays il faudrait plutôt ajouter que la plupart de la population ne dispose pas de moyens financiers pour acheter de la nourriture suffisante et de bonne qualité.   Enfin, Monsieur le Président, nous voudrions saisir l’occasion pour remercier la FAO qui a aidé constamment la Roumanie dans sa politique agricole ou concernant certains secteurs de production.  A l’avenir la Roumanie souhaiterait bénéficier d’une assistance de la FAO pour la formulation et l’implantation d’une stratégie de développement de l’agriculture et des zones rurales, ainsi que pour la création des systèmes de cadastre et au fonctionnement des marchés de terres agricoles.  De plus, comme il a été souligné à la vingt-et-unième Conférence régionale de la FAO pour l’Europe (Tallin, 25-29 mai 1998), la FAO doit apporter son soutien aux pays d’Europe centrale et orientale qui souhaitent adhérer à l’Union européenne, en les aidant à satisfaire aux critères requis.  

Lawrence Kezimbira MIYINGO (Uganda)

Allow me to express my gratitude to Council for electing me as one of the Vice-chairpersons of Council. Uganda is greatly honoured by this election. Permit me also to congratulate the other two Vice-chairpersons as well as the Chairperson of the Drafting Committee and the Member Nations to the Drafting Committee.

I promise to serve with total commitment and diligence during the term of office in guiding Council to fulfil the tasks, which include the commitment to the World Food Summit to which Uganda is a signatory.

Uganda regards FAO as a vital global organization, especially for Africa and the developing world. This is why, for many years, Uganda’s delegation to Council has been led by a Minister of Agriculture. I am the Minister of State for Agriculture in Uganda, responsible for animal industry. I bring, Mr Chairman, to you and to the Director-General of FAO and the entire Council greetings and support from my President, his government and all Ugandans.

Now allow me to turn to the topic for discussion. Agriculture is still the mainstay of Ugandan economy, accounting for 42.2 percent of the total GDP and generating about 85 percent of the export earnings, and employing more than 88 percent of the labour force. The national food production increased by 1.1 percent in 1996/1997, as compared to 4.4 percent in the previous year. During 1996/1997, our agricultural production was adversely affected by the drought that characterized the last quarter of 1996 and the first quarter of 1997. This affected mainly food crop production. There was, however, a good performance of the cash crops in 1996/1997 which readjusted a growth of 14.2 percent.

Regarding modernization of agriculture, Uganda’s agriculture has been best on low-input low-output technology and mainly practised by small-scale farmers cultivating on an average two hectares of land. This agriculture has been rain-fed, subsistence in nature and not commercially oriented. 

Government, considering the vast importance of agriculture to the economy and the importance of ensuring food security, has developed a medium-term plan for its modernization, covering the period of 1998/1999 to the period 2003/2004. The basic aim of this plan is to progressively make the small-scale farmers commercially oriented in their production. The whole process will entail both transforming and improvement of the most critical aspects to propel the sector forward, with emphasis on encouraging the farmers to: shift the focus from concentrating on subsistence to market-oriented production, utilizing comparative and competitive advantage; shift from low-income to high-income generating enterprises; shift from low to high yielding technologies; and utilise the natural resources sparingly, conserving them for the future generations.

Under the modernization of agriculture, great emphasis will be put on proper management and conservation of natural resources for sustainable agricultural production. For a long time, Ugandans have regarded the country as the “Pearl of Africa” and believed that the soil could always support any crop. However, there is strong evidence of degradation, declining soil fertility and poor land management. A Soil and Water Conservation Programme is in place to encourage farmers to control soil erosion and train them on soil fertility maintenance and improvement. This will be supported by a Soil Fertility Initiative Programme to be implemented by the National Agriculture Research Organization (NARO). This programme will assist to promote the best practices covering the technical, policy, institutional and cross-sectoral aspects of soil fertility management related to an on-going project and programmes.  It will also foster development of an immediate action plan and longer-term programmes on soil management. 

Efforts are being made to integrate trees with food crops through agro-forestry techniques on farmers’ gardens so as to maximize land utilization, starting with highly populated areas. In addition, farmers are being encouraged to establish their own woodlots for provision of wood for fuel, building poles, fencing posts and windbreaks - another income-generating intervention to assist in poverty-reduction and to contribute to assuring food security.

With regard to food crops, the production of cereals in 1997 increased by 22 percent from 1996, but this was a decline of 17 percent from the year 1995. Similarly, root crops increased by 10.5 percent from 1996 to 1997 and again this was a decline of six percent from 1995. The production of pulses and oilseeds in 1997 reduced by 2.8 percent and 12.9 percent respectively from the year 1996. These crops registered further reduction of 47 percent for the pulses and 18.5 percent for oilseeds from the year 1995. The prolonged heavy rains which came late in 1997 affected the pulses and oilseeds much more than the cereal and root crops. Food production was adequate to feed the nation where proper distribution was in place.

Cash crop production, on the whole, increased by 14.2 percent from 1996 to 1997. Coffee exports increased by 32.4 percent from the year 1995 to the year 1996 where there was a decline of 18 percent in exports from the year 1996/1997. This decline in export was registered due to poor drying and storage of coffee beans caused by heavy rains. However, production of coffee beans has increased.

Production of tea and tobacco steadily increased from 1996 to 1997 by 20.9 percent and 66 percent respectively.

In 1995/1996, cotton exports increased by 68.2 percent, mainly due to the liberalization of the cotton industry. Previously, cotton was purchased by a government parastatal, which was replaced by several private companies.

During 1996/1997, livestock production steadily recovered by 5.7 percent from the previous 2.6 percent decline of 1994/1995. The highest growth was 9.8 percent in 1995/1996. This growth was mainly due to the general improvement in this control through vaccinations, using financial support from the European Union through OAU/IBAR and FAO emergency assistance. There was also control of animal movement, which leads to the spread of diseases. There was an increase in rain which provided better pasture and adequate water. The provision of land to previously nomadic pastoralists settled them and their herds so that there was an improvement in management. There was improvement in milk marketing after the setting-up of over five private processing plants, which stimulated more people to go into animal production, improve their quality of animals and increase the numbers so as to supply the liberalized market.

Measures for further improvement of the livestock sector were put in place. Commercial semen production at national level is to be undertaken and even provides semen for indigenous breeds. A Bull Scheme has been established to serve areas where semen cannot be accessed readily.

Regarding water for production, Government set aside US$400 000 last year and this year US$600 000 for the provision of water for livestock. This is in addition to other projects financed by the World Bank.

The Fisheries Sector experienced a growth of 4.3 percent in 1996/1997 which is, however, less than the previous year. The major reason for a slower growth rate is the menace of the water hyacinth, which is prevalent in most Ugandan waters. National and international efforts are being embarked on to establish a sustainable management system of this obnoxious water weed, which affects the fisheries industry in Uganda and some of our neighbouring states. The effect of illegal fishing gears has also led to a decrease in the growth of fisheries as a lot of premature fish is harvested. Great effort has been undertaken to improve the quality and standard of fish so as to satisfy the European Union and other markets. Fish is the second highest foreign exchange earner after coffee and, in 1996, its earnings were US$100 million. Aquaculture is being promoted to increase availability of fish in all parts of the country.

Poultry registered an increase from 21.8 million birds in 1995 to 23.8 million in 1996. There is an increase in the number of hatcheries producing their own chicks and these are supplemented with imports of day-old chicks from within and outside Africa. There is, however, need to support further improvement by introduction of improved breeds and improving management systems and storage facilities.

Supportive Policy Measures to Agriculture

· Modernization of agriculture: The government policy on modernization of agriculture will address problems raised in the crop, livestock and fisheries sectors mentioned above, through the following interventions: the improving of research – extension – farmer linkage; the development of marketing infrastructure;  the targeting of commercial agricultural production; the improving of access and availability of credit in rural areas; and the  promotion of developing of agro-based rural enterprises.

· The role of women in agricultural production: The role of women in agricultural production has been found to be important. The National Resistance Movement Government of Uganda has recognized the role that women play in food security and poverty eradication. In so doing, it has empowered them constitutionally by providing for a mandatory representation on all Councils by a third of the total membership. This, therefore, puts them in positions of decision at all levels, right from the village to Parliament. At Cabinet-level, the Vice-president is a woman and there are many women ministers.

· The Land Act 1998: This year, a Land Reform Act was passed, bringing a fundamental change for women who till the land which originally was traditionally the property of men who could sell off whatever they so wished whenever they wanted. The provisions passed bar a male spouse from selling land on which there is a matrimonial home, or where the family ordinarily resides or derives their livelihood, without the consent of the female spouse.
This security of tenure will further reassure the women as they produce. The men will also know that land committed to the family is for sustainable development and should be a source of food security and income for the family.

· Water harvesting and irrigation: Uganda has noted the changing climate, and has realized the need to develop irrigation in order to ensure food security and poverty eradication. 
Government has gone out to sensitize the population about the importance of water harvesting and small-scale irrigation. We are promoting the establishment of a water source per household or farming unit. FAO has come to Uganda’s aid by initiating a Small-scale Irrigation Development Project, supported by the Special Programme for Food Security and a TCP. Meanwhile, under a TCDC, arrangements of a master plan on water use for agriculture are being worked out. When this programme is in place, it will improve availability for crops, livestock and fisheries production. It is also hoped that the burden to women in search of water will be lightened.

· International financing: There will be in Uganda a consultative donor group meeting in December this year and the modernization plan will be presented for support.

I want to end by thanking FAO and the Director-General in particular for playing a leading role in promotion of agriculture globally, and ensuring that the World Food Summit commitments and the Plan of Action are on course.

Semere AMLESOM (Eritrea)

I would like to extend my congratulations to the three Vice-Chairpersons, as well as to the Chairman and Members of the Drafting Committee for their election, in the name of my delegation.   

FAO as an Organization covering the most important and essential aspects of humanity  - food and agriculture is to be commended for its activities and its achievements.  The reports for this session have been prepared, compiled and presented to the satisfaction of all Member States, including my delegation. 

I would, however, like to bring to your attention the contents of documents CL 115/2 and CL 115/2  Sup.1.  There is a slight variation in the contents of this sister document. In document CL 115/2 under section 3, pages 3 to 4 on Food Shortages and Emergencies, Eritrea was included in the list of countries having food supply difficulties stemming from weather adversities and/or civil-strife.

In the same sister doument CL115/2/Sup.1, however, Eritrea was excluded from the list of the countries with the above mentioned causes of food shortage.

The 1997/98 agricultural season in Eritrea had a better amount and distribution of  rainfall than in previous years.  As a result, a relatively better harvest is expected. The shaky harvest in the past two years due to rainfall irregularities has, however, an impact that was not easy to cure within a short time.  What is more, the prevailing border conflict with Ethiopia has caused the dislocation of more than 100 000 Eritreans during the peak of the agricultural season.  This has been brought to the attention of concerned UN bodies in time.  This is an unexpected extra burden to the already existing food shortage in Eritrea over the last several years.

If there is no other valid reason for excluding Eritrea from this category, I would like to see an amendment of the incomplete statement of the issue under CL 115/2 Sup.1 before its approval.

At the same time, I would like to assure you that the Government of the State of Eritrea, as one of the low income developing countries, is doing its level best to boost its food production so as to contribute to the global reduction and avoidance of food shortage once and for all.

Eritrea is more than willing to avoid food aid by producing its own food needs and welcomes projects that assist in food production rather than food aid. 

Eritrea is grateful to FAO and other bilateral partners in the development for their assistance to Eritrea in this line of thought and assistance in food production. 

Mame BALLA SY (Sénégal)

Au lendemain des deux guerres mondiales, la tragédie humaine la plus malheureuse qu’a connu l’humanité, les précurseurs de la paix, d’une paix durable, avaient bien raison de croire que la paix et la sécurité internationale passaient inévitablement par un développement économique et social généralisé et profitable à toutes les populations du monde. Aussi avaient-ils raison de créer la FAO, dont la mission, aujourd’hui plus que jamais actuelle, est d’aider tous les pays, et notamment ceux qui sont les plus faibles, à disposer d’un appareil productif performant et de nature à offrir l’alimentation nécessaire à leurs populations.

Mais que constate-t-on aujourd’hui ? La production agricole augmente, certes, presque partout, sauf malheureusement en Afrique, et surtout dans sa partie subsaharienne. Le nombre de personnes sous-alimentées continue de baisser en termes de pourcentage, ce dont on se félicite au passage, mais il augmente en nombre, et toujours dans cette partie de l’Afrique subsaharienne. Les pays sous-développés confrontés à une crise alimentaire aiguë sont passés de 29 à 40. L’aide alimentaire reste en deçà du niveau de 1990, de même que l’assistance extérieure à l’agriculture. Au total, ce triste et sombre tableau laisse apparaître que la moitié des pays confrontés à une crise alimentaire aiguë se trouvent en Afrique où les perspectives seraient d’ailleurs assez préoccupantes. Est-ce à dire que la FAO n’aurait pas accompli sa mission ? Ou les difficultés de l’Afrique relèvent-elles d’une fatalité ? La réponse à ces deux questions, à n’en point douter, est non. La FAO, malgré les restrictions budgétaires dont elle est régulièrement l’objet, a fait de grandes réalisations et démontré, au cours de ces dernières années, ses qualités de centre d’excellence. Ses initiatives, dont les plus significatives sont le Sommet mondial de l’alimentation et le Programme spécial pour la sécurité alimentaire, le Programme de coopération technique, ont déjà produit des résultats on ne peut plus significatifs. A ce propos, ma délégation voudrait surtout souligner, pour s’en féliciter, l’Accord tripartite FAO-Viet Nam-Sénégal conclu dans le cadre du Programme spécial pour la sécurité alimentaire. Aujourd’hui, cet accord qui, au demeurant, a également bénéficié d’un appui très significatif de l’Italie et d’autres pays, est opérationnel avec la présence de 89 experts vietnamiens sur les 120 prévus initialement et qui travaillent efficacement. Je dois même signaler que les 120 experts devraient être sur place d’ici mars 1999. Ce programme donne des résultats si excellents, à la grande satisfaction des populations rurales et des organisations paysannes des différentes régions concernées, qu’il est étendu à l’ensemble des départements.

Le Gouvernement sénégalais a d’ailleurs été si encouragé par ce programme qu’il a décidé d’y injecter en 1999 d’importantes ressources sur fonds propres. Dans le même sens, nous nous félicitons que, grâce à la FAO, le Maroc ait bien voulu accepter, dans le cadre de la coopération Sud-Sud, d’apporter son expérience précieuse en matière d’aménagement hydroagricole. Une première mission d’évaluation a permis de faire un premier diagnostic et d’identifier les propositions de solutions qui devraient être concrétisées d’ici 1999.

Ces exemples de coopération Sud-Sud, favorisée par la FAO et généralisée, méritent toutes nos félicitations, et nous donnent la conviction que la FAO s’impose grâce au dynamisme de son secrétariat et à l’esprit d’initiative et d’imagination de ses dirigeants. Ils présentent donc une organisation capable de s’adapter à un contexte international défavorable pour s’imposer comme une organisation dynamique, performante et capable de renverser les tendances actuelles pour un monde bien nourri.

Les problèmes de l’Afrique ne dépendent pas d’une fatalité. Les pays de cette zone sont confrontés à des problèmes de ressources, certainement aggravés par une dette  extérieure insupportable, un dérèglement des marchés, une stagnation – j’allais dire parfois même une tendance à la baisse – de l’aide publique au développement. Malgré tout cela, l’Afrique a aujourd’hui conscience qu’elle doit se mobiliser davantage pour renforcer son unité, son intégration, et redimensionner ses programmes de développement en fonction de ses propres priorités. Dans ce cadre, permettez-moi de vous informer que le Sénégal expérimente depuis plus d’un an la mise en place d’un programme de relance de son agriculture. Ce programme porte essentiellement sur la prise de mesures améliorant l’accès des agriculteurs aux facteurs de production tels que la fourniture de semences de qualité, d’engrais et de pesticides, et la mise en place de matériel  agricole adapté grâce à l’adoption de conditions de crédit agricole comprenant des taux d’intérêt et des moratoires très avantageux, ainsi qu’une exonération des taxes sur le matériel agricole. Dans le contexte que voilà, la saison agricole de 1998 est sanctionnée par des résultats, certes mitigés, mais très encourageants. 

Malgré un retard dans le début des pluies par rapport à l’année précédente et à la normale, celles-ci ont été régulières et bien réparties dans le temps et dans l’espace, jusqu’à fin septembre. Ce profil pluviométrique a permis d’enregistrer plus d’un million de tonnes de production céréalière. Les céréales, en général, se sont bien comportées comme l’arachide et le niébé. Certainement, le riz pluvial a enregistré des baisses pour des raisons de circonstances tout à fait particulières au Sud, sur lesquelles il n’est même pas très utile d’insister outre mesure. 

A noter que, par rapport à 1997 où il y a eu un déficit vivrier assez important, le Gouvernement sénégalais a dû, pour faire face à ces difficultés d’approvisionnement signalées d’ailleurs dans le rapport, consentir des efforts particulièrement importants en achetant pour 10 milliards de francs CFA des vivres qui ont été distribués dans les parties les plus vulnérables.

Le coton, naturellement, qui est une culture de rente au Sénégal, a connu des performances moins heureuses du fait non seulement de l’arrivée tardive des pluies, mais aussi des attaques de la mouche blanche. Il est également important de signaler que le résultat enregistré grâce à une participation active de la FAO à travers le Programme de coopération technique et le Programme spécial pour la sécurité alimentaire, a permis au Gouvernement sénégalais de mettre en place, en conjugaison avec ce programme de relance agricole, que j’ai évoqué plus tôt, des réformes de son secteur agricole avec l’appui de ses partenaires. Ces réformes portent notamment sur un important programme d’investissement pour développer la production agricole et le potentiel agro-alimentaire du Sénégal, à travers des actions comme la vulgarisation, l’appui et le développement des capacités des organisations paysannes et des collectivités locales, pour leur permettre de se prendre elles-mêmes en charge, par la réalisation d’infrastructures comme les routes, les pistes de production, la restauration de la fertilité des sols, la maîtrise de l’eau avec la mise au point de techniques appropriées et adaptées, le développement de la petite irrigation, avec le soutien de la FAO, enfin, la mise en place d’un crédit agricole rural adapté et durable, de même que la prise en compte des objectifs visés dans le cadre de l’intégration régionale et de l’ouverture aux autres membres de la communauté internationale. A ce niveau, il faut citer à titre d’illustration les accords régionaux comme l’UMA et, du point de vue international, l’Accord de Lomé et l’OMC.

Ici, nous tenons à souligner que, certes, la libéralisation des marchés est souhaitable, mais qu’elle devra prendre en compte les différents accords régionaux et internationaux.

En conclusion, le Sénégal est convaincu que l’avenir de l’Afrique n’est pas soumis à la fatalité. Il entend, par des mesures appropriées, rendre sa production agricole et agro-alimentaire plus compétitive, compte tenu notamment du niveau très faible des ressources disponibles en milieu rural. Aussi s’est-il résolument engagé, avec l’appui de ses partenaires et d’organisations comme la FAO, le FIDA et le PAM, à poursuivre la mise en place de programmes spécifiques pour lutter contre la pauvreté grâce, en particulier, à une implication accrue des populations elles-mêmes, une nette priorité étant accordée aux couches sociales les plus vulnérables, je veux parler des femmes, des enfants et des personnes âgées. Je voudrais également terminer en renouvelant toutes nos félicitations au secrétariat de la FAO pour le document pertinent CL 115/2, ainsi que sur les points de discussion soulignés, qui devraient mériter toute notre attention.

Julio C. GOMES dos SANTOS (Brasil)

Quisiera, como los demás, felicitarle también por la primera aparición como Presidente del Consejo Independiente. La delegación de Brasil desea asimismo el mayor éxito en esta nueva tarea a los tres Vice-presidentes y al Comité de Redacción. Deseo igualmente expresar nuestra gratitud por el trabajo del secretariado reflejado en la calidad de los documentos, que ha hecho posible que podamos ahora intervenir y atender a nuestros quehaceres en este Consejo.

Brasil no puede dejar de valorar en especial la ayuda humanitaria prestada sea bajo la modalidad de donaciones de alimentos, sea a través de transacciones en base concesional. Brasil en realidad ha tratado también de participar de esa importante modalidad de cooperación internacional. Mucho se ha hecho en favor de los países en desarrollo que se encuentran confrontados con distintos problemas entre los cuales los desastres climáticos. Lamentablemente esa importante y valiosa ayuda no es aún suficiente para atender a las necesidades requeridas por determinados países y de forma más dramática por los grupos más vulnerables de sus respectivas poblaciones. No se puede dejar de considerar tampoco que existe aún el riesgo de que sin el respeto estricto a las reglas multilaterales sobre las transacciones realizadas en base concesional y a los principios de la  FAO sobre ese tema, esa valiosa asistencia puede resultar en un efecto distorsivo sobre la producción y el comercio internacional de productos agrícolas afectando en particular a las exportaciones y a las economías de los mismos países en desarrollo.

 En esa misma línea de pensamiento y de acuerdo con los párrafos 9 y 14 del documento CL115/2 que estamos analizando, valdría la pena notar que en 1997 la disminución de la producción agropecuaria mundial fue más acentuada entre los países en desarrollo que entre los desarrollados, los cuales disponen de una mayor capacidad para subsidiar su agricultura. Como ejemplo, recordemos que en 1991 la entonces Primera Ministra Margaret Thatcher denunciaba que una vaca comunitaria costaba al estado a la cual pertenecía 2000 dólares anuales, una cifra más elevada que el ingreso per cápita de una gran parte de los países en desarrollo. Según los datos de la FAO, las exportaciones agrícolas de los países en desarrollo sufrieron un declinio del 30 por ciento en 1974 al 26 por ciento en 1994. Como resultado, los países en desarrollo se han transformado en crecientes dependientes de importaciones agrícolas para atender al consumo interno. En ese espíritu y en consonancia con la importancia de la asistencia proveída en los términos de las reglas y principios multilaterales correspondientes vale subrayar el rol positivo …. 

James W. SCHROEDER (United States of America)

I would first like to commend FAO for its most recent report on the State of Food and Agriculture. As the report clearly demonstrates our attempts to address global food security goals continue to face immense challenges. During the past year many countries and regions affected by poverty and food insecurity have been beset by serious financial instability, civil strife and natural disasters. 

To address the very human needs caused by these disasters, I am proud to state that the United States commitment to emergency assistance remains strong. The United States is providing significant assistance to help countries recover from several emergencies, including programmes in Bangladesh, the countries of Central America following the recent devastating hurricane in that region which we have heard about earlier today, and to countries facing financial emergencies such as your own country,  Mr Chairman, Indonesia and Russia. This year the United States is providing 900,000 million dollars in assistance to the World Food Programme alone. In view of  this substantial increase in assistance, the food aid levels for calendar year 1998 will be considerably higher than in recent years and greater than the estimates in the report. 

With regard to the report under discussion, in our remarks at the Council last year we urged FAO to attempt to make the State of Food and Agriculture Report more forward-looking. To a certain degree the current report represents an improvement over its predecessor in that it expands trade and production forecasts for 1998-99. However, in light of the significant developments in world production and trade this year and their actual or potential impact on global food security, we would continue to encourage the Secretariat to make every effort to place future reports in a larger context. In our view, the report should avoid being merely a statistical compilation of the current or near-term situation; rather it should be one of the key tools at our disposal in assessing our progress toward meeting global food security commitments and a guide to the challenges before us.

With respect to those challenges, it is also important that the current emergencies not cloud our awareness of our long-term goals or affect our capacity to further the significant progress that we have achieved in recent decades. A recent report of our  United States Agency for International Development shows that using virtually every indicator, including level of poverty, life expectancy, caloric intake, literacy, gender equal and political freedom, there have been clear improvements in the average well-being over the past 50 years. 

A fundamental reason that the long-term trends are positive is that the transmission of knowledge, including improved literacy, can bring benefits that transcend short-term economic and political instability or natural calamities. The tremendous advances achieved through multi-lateral cooperation, through research, have enabled global food production to grow faster than population over the past 45 years, despite periodic instability in many areas. Recent research has made further strides in improving disease and pest resistance among crops, increasing tolerance to environmental stress, raising crop yields, increasing shelf-life and nutritional content of foods and reducing the use of crop chemicals and fossil fuels. Increased agriculture trade liberalization has brought and can bring further benefits of more efficient resource allocation and help improve food self-reliance in developing countries. 

In my view, there is a widespread misconception about the significant progress we have made in improving global well-being. Front-page stories of natural disasters, or persistent poverty in certain regions, grab the publics attention. In some cases, of course, that is good but in other cases it obscures our understanding of the longer term achievements and unfortunately this misconception can have negative consequences. First, it promotes unwarranted pessimism about human prospects and, second, the misconception contributes to a cynicism about our international development efforts in general. In my country, some of the opposition in our Congress and by the public to foreign development assistance reflects the belief that these efforts have been ineffective and that poor countries are universally worse off than in the past. 

I believe it is our duty to correct these misconceptions whenever appropriate. For that reason I maintain that in assessing the State of Food and Agriculture we should both look squarely at the challenges that confront us but should not forget the considerable achievements we have made in recent years. Since the creation of FAO, humanity has made unprecedented progress against conditions that have plagued the world’s population throughout history. This progress has not come about by accident but through the significant collaborative endeavours of the international community. FAO has played a crucial and important role in that achievement, as it does now in advancing our food security goals. 

The challenge of eliminating global hunger is immense but it is in no way insurmountable. Although we cannot be blind to the obstacles before us nor should we forget the long-term success that can be obtained through international cooperation. Our past success should serve as a powerful incentive to show us what is possible if we are truly determined to eliminate hunger and achieve global food security for all. 

Suresh Chundre SEEBALLUCK (Mauritius)

The paper on the State of Food and Agriculture seems to demonstrate that we might gradually be losing the battle of food security. The statistics indicate that the number of undernourished in developing countries is on the increase. Although the statistics refer to the period ending 1996 I do not think anything dramatic has happened over the period 1996-98 to reverse this trend. In fact, with natural calamities occurring in many parts of the world and civil strife in others, the situation may have worsened today. If we do not today give the matter the very serious attention it deserves, those who would be sitting in this room for the FAO Council in the 2015 would simply be scorning those who elaborated the 1996 World Summit Plan of Action. 

The paper under consideration also indicates that the external assistance to agriculture shows a declining trend. Maybe there is a correlation between this and the increase in number of undernourished. My delegation would therefore appeal to FAO to give special attention to the question of assistance and take up with bilateral and multilateral donors the necessity to step up the level of financial and technical assistance to developing countries, especially those countries with a high vulnerability index.

We must also take cognizance of the fact that the budgetary restraints we have ourselves imposed on FAO in the recent years have limited the ability of this Organization to cope with the situation itself.

I should like to speak about the situation of small island developing countries like Mauritius, which have limited natural resources and rely heavily on imports, therefore foreign exchange, to ensure their food security. To obtain the necessary foreign exchange, they rely on exports which means that they are highly dependent on economic conditions in the rest of the world. In fact, they are vulnerable to events in the world over which they have practically no control.

Moreover, in many small islands, increased demand for residential housing and industrial production has given rise to a depletion of agricultural land. As a result, the small island states are faced with the paradox of having to produce more on a declining land area.

The inherent obstacles of small island states do not allow them to take advantage of the benefits arising from liberalization and globalization. There is at present no level playing field in the multilateral trading system and, as such, equal rules for unequal partners will lead to unequal trade relations. Ultimately the process of globalization, unless corrective measures are taken, may actually further worsen the situation of food security in certain parts of the world rather than relieving them. We should never lose sight of the multifunctional nature of agriculture with a number of non-trade concerns. We should not be simply guided by the principles of comparative advantage. This is what we should bear in mind in the upcoming round of negotiations on agriculture at the WTO.

Mme Hariba YAHIA-CHERIF (Algérie)

Avant d’entrer dans le vif du sujet, je voudrais tout d’abord vous présenter, Monsieur le Président, les félicitations de ma délégation à vous pour votre présence parmi nous, et féliciter les autres membres du bureau, c’est-à-dire Vice-Présidents et membres du Comité de rédaction. Les nombreuses délégations qui m’ont précédée sur ce point de l’ordre du jour ont couvert des aspects que ma délégation avait l’intention de soulever.  Toujours est-il que les engagements que les dirigeants de la planète avaient pris à l’unanimité lors du Sommet mondial de l’alimentation de Rome donnaient à espérer que la lutte menée contre la pauvreté et la malnutrition et les efforts visant à réduire le nombre de personnes sous-alimentées seraient poursuivis avec toujours plus de rigueur. Mais après deux années, le bilan ne s’avère pas, hélas, à la hauteur de nos attentes.  En effet, si de manière globale les indicateurs de la sécurité alimentaire semblent donner des signes dans le sens de l’amélioration, la situation reste cependant critique dans de nombreux pays en développement et en particulier en Afrique subsahérienne.   C’est dire, Monsieur le Président, comme on est encore loin du compte de voir se concrétiser, comme nous l’escomptions, et au seuil du processus, les objectifs fixés par le Sommet mondial de Rome. 

Déjà en 1974, la Conférence mondiale de l’alimentation fixait alors à la Communauté internationale l’objectif de l’élimination de la faim dans le monde avant 1985.  En 1980, la stratégie internationale pour la troisième décennie des Nations Unies pour le développement repoussait cette échéance à la fin du siècle. A cette époque, la communauté internationale avait déjà donné les signes de son incapacité à se mobiliser pour réaliser l’objectif majeur, celui de vaincre la faim et assurer la sécurité alimentaire pour tous. A l’avenir, et pour ne pas tomber dans les mêmes travers, la Communauté internationale devra se mobiliser avec vigueur et agir concrètement pour inverser la situation  paradoxale où, malgré l’existence de stocks mondiaux de produits alimentaires dont le volume pose parfois des problèmes, un grand nombre de pays reste confronté à une crise alimentaire aiguë. Le paragraphe 63 illustre cette situation. 
En outre, ma délégation constate que le contenu des paragraphes 33 et 34 ne pousse guère à l’optimisme, du fait de la régression de l’assistance multilatérale destinée à l’agriculture. Enfin, ma délégation estime qu’il est temps de réagir de manière effective et, bien que la situation alimentaire mondiale déplorable soit due entre autre aux situations conjoncturelles et aux phénomènes naturels - l’Algérie n’a évidemment pas échappé au fléau de la sécheresse qui a fait chuter de manière significative sa production céréalière - la communauté internationale dans son ensemble doit faire preuve d’une plus grande solidarité pour relever le défi de l’an 2015. Pour cela, mon pays manifeste d’ores et déjà sa disponibilité pour agir dans le cadre de la coopération sud-sud qui, avec l’apport du Programme spécial de la FAO mis en œuvre à l’endroit des pays en développement, commence à donner des signes de partenariat et de solidarité palpables. 

Ariel FERNANDEZ (Argentina)

Tal como lo han hecho otras delegaciones me congratulo por verlo presidir este importante Consejo, como así también a los vicepresidentes y los miembros del Comité de Redacción.

Mi delegación constata que el excelente documento que ha preparado la Secretaría tiene elementos positivos en cuanto a la tendencia final de los objetivos que nos hemos marcado, más allá de algunos aspectos coyunturales y que mi país siempre ha destacado como uno de los factores esenciales del problema agrícola, que son los del clima y, en estos dos últimos años, los desastres naturales a los que hemos asistido. 

Si, tal como señala el documento preparado por la Secretaría, a pesar de estos factores, hemos tenido un incremento de la producción en el año 1996 y, aunque fuera comparativamente menor se ha mantenido o está estabilizado un incremento en la producción mundial de granos en el año 1997, creo que la visión que tenemos que tener como países es una visión optimista, más allá de situaciones puntuales y que lamentablemente están originadas en desastres naturales que han golpeado muchos países. Pero la tendencia de fondo parece ser correcta, por eso también mi delegación se alegra de que prácticamente hayan desaparecido los comentarios que asignaban a la liberalización del comercio mundial y a los efectos de la Ronda Uruguay un efecto fundamentalmente negativo; los tres últimos años han demostrado que fundamentalmente eran razones climatológicas y de mercado las que incidían notablemente en los precios. En los últimos tres años los precios de la mayoría de los productos básicos ha descendido, la oferta mundial se ha mantenido o se ha incrementado, con lo cual también se ha incrementado la seguridad alimentaria, en parte. Esta es una tendencia que no debemos dejar de rescatar porque si no perderíamos de vista el horizonte que tenemos como países, que es fundamentalmente incrementar la producción de cereales e incrementar las técnicas para que aquellos países que tienen un menor desarrollo relativo puedan obtener estos objetivos.


El documento de la Secretaría tiene varios aspectos positivos, señala también que las corrientes de la ayuda alimentaria probablemente se incrementen en este año y en el próximo año. La única duda que esta perspectiva genera a mi delegación es si esas corrientes están influenciadas fundamentalmente por una abundancia de colocación de oferta o es la voluntad manifiesta de los países de contribuir a incrementar la ayuda alimentaria. Quizás tendremos que ver el año que viene si las condiciones del mercado cambian, si esta tendencia o este primer dato de vuelta del crecimiento de la ayuda alimentaria se constata. Este es un elemento que a mi delegación le preocupa en función de lo siguiente: estamos en vísperas de negociaciones comerciales importantes y quisiéramos que estas negociaciones fueran absolutamente transparentes; que esa ayuda alimentaria que crecería no esté basada en viejos artilugios del pasado, que ante la crisis, lo único que hace es hundir los precios de los productores; debemos recordar que los precios de los productores y de los productores eficientes, si siguen a la baja dejarán de ser eficientes, por lo tanto los estímulos del mercado serán menores y será menor la única producción no eficiente, la producción subsidiada. Entonces, como tendencia, a mi delegación le gustaría constatar que tanto en la ayuda alimentaria como en las corrientes comerciales, ante la crisis, no influyan viejos factores que parecían eliminados, y que seguramente deberemos recordar en las próximas inversiones comerciales.

La mayoría de los precios agrícolas internacionales, según nos señala el documento y con razón, han tendido a la baja. Con relación a la pesca, según el párrafo 51, notamos una pequeña disminución en la participación de los países en desarrollo, que esperamos no sea una tendencia. Rescatamos el párrafo 55 de este documento, donde señala con exactitud que buena parte de la capacidad pesquera excesiva suele tener origen en subvenciones contraproducentes. Tal como lo hacen las otras delegaciones, más que encarar un informe de coyuntura con algunos elementos de mercado, la FAO tendría que analizar las causas profundas de algunos de los movimientos que se producen en los mercados. En este caso, creo que se podría analizar con mayor profundidad cuáles son esas subvenciones contraproducentes que se señalan en el informe para la pesca.

Por último quisiera hacer algunos comentarios sobre la campaña agrícola en mi país en 1997 y 1998. Al concluirla, la producción global de granos y algodón fue 66.6 millones de toneladas, es decir un 23 por ciento superior a la campaña anterior, con lo cual se produjo un récord histórico en la producción granaria. De ellos, 40.5 millones de toneladas fueron cereales y 24.9 millones de toneladas oleaginosas. Quizás este año por los factores climáticos que, vuelvo a confirmar, son fundamentales para el productor en su cosecha y si tiene un estímulo de mercado importante seguramente va a volcarse a la producción. Este esfuerzo que ha hecho mi país en los últimos cuatro o cinco años, que incrementó la superficie sembrada y la producción global en más de un 50 por ciento, apunta tanto a la seguridad alimentaria como a la reafirmación de la necesidad de que la liberalización del comercio se profundice siempre hablando de esos aspectos negativos y que los acuerdos se cumplan antes de generar nuevos conceptos de los que no sabemos cuál es su destino final, pero mientras tanto ponen una barrera a los compromisos adquiridos. Las barreras, como dijo en la declaración que leyó nuestro presidente del GRULAC, las barreras comerciales fitosanitarias, sanitarias, etc. aún persisten y generan nueva inventiva que deberíamos tener mucho más presente porque todas esas barreras atentan contra la producción de productores eficientes y también contra el desarrollo de aquellos países que todavía no han alcanzado la eficiencia pero que a través de conocimientos científicos y técnicos podrían alcanzar. 

Repito, mi delegación fuertemente apoya el incremento de la producción, la producción sostenible y no subsidiada.

Suharyo HUSEN (Indonesia)

Let me begin by expressing our sincere appreciation and gratitude to you, Mr Chairman, the members of the Bureau and members of the Drafting Committee. I should like to pay tribute to the Director-General of FAO, Dr Jacques Diouf, and his able Secretariat for preparing this important meeting. 

On this occasion, the Indonesian delegation would like to express our sympathy to the Central American region, which is affected by the hurricane Mitch as clearly stated by His Excellency Mr Pedro Arturo Sevilla, Secretary of Agriculture of Honduras, this morning.

The 115th FAO Council Session is convened against the backdrop of the current economic turmoil and monetary crisis affecting several countries across Asia. The slow down of industrial activities and negative economic growth, as the direct result of the crisis, has created greater challenges and opportunities, as well as giving a new impetus to the agriculture sector to increase its contribution towards the economic recovery of those crisis-hit countries,  by way of increased agriculture export earning. We believe that  this Session is important and timely-fashioned to assess and respond to the economic crisis which has greatly affected the food security and agricultural situation.

The severe currency depreciation and ongoing economic crisis affecting several countries across Asia, have added an extra burden on top of the overall foreign debt borne by those countries to finance their economic development in the agriculture sector. The currency depreciation and the said crisis has dramatically increased the prices of agricultural input, such as fertilizers, pesticides and seeds. This situation  constitutes difficulties for small farmers in meeting their needs in farming their land. Nevertheless, the implementation of appropriate measures by way of making agricultural commodity prices more competitive, it is hoped to overcome the farmers’ current difficulties, as well as contributing to the recovery of the said crisis and may, in fact, boost those countries’ export earnings.

We believe that agricultural commodities export continues to provide a substantial contribution to the advancement of the developing countries. In this regard, I would like to reiterate specifically the importance of an unhindered exportation of agricultural commodities from the developing to advanced industrial countries.

In the case of Indonesia, it is pertinent to note that agriculture still provides the main stay for millions of farmers and their families, as well as expansion of employment opportunities and poverty alleviation, especially during the current monetary and economic crisis. For this very reason, the Indonesian Government continues to give a high priority to the sustainable development of the agricultural sector. 

We are very confident that the work of FAO remains relevant and crucial, especially in the context of the current economic, food and agricultural situation, facing most of the developing countries. 

In the context of the Asian crisis, the role played by FAO is very important, as it has been able to respond and to take necessary measures in an effort to find solutions to the food situation and the recent impact on social problems, as a result of the economic crisis that has affected several countries across Asia. We would like to re-emphasize that the sensitivity and immediate response from FAO in solving the various problems will be regarded as a testimony of FAO’s comparative advantage over other networks  of international and regional organizations.

The Indonesian delegation would like to express our highest appreciation to FAO for its expeditious response to the food situation in Indonesia by sending the Crops Assessment Mission to explore measures and to find the most applicable solution. FAO has assisted our country in overcoming the current food situation. Furthermore, the current projects on technical coordination and implementation of emergency agricultural relief and rehabilitation assistance for drought and fire-affected areas and emergency agricultural assistance to restart food production in drought and fire-affected areas are most welcome.

In addition to this, the Indonesian Government indeed considers FAO’s initiative on the Special  Programme for Food Security for Indonesia to be very useful, especially at a time when we are seriously facing food shortages. The Indonesian Government will follow-up seriously those food programmes initiated and supported by FAO.

In the context of national economic development in the years before, the agricultural sector was positioned as a supportive sector. The sector functioned firstly, to supply raw materials for industries and food for people at low prices. Secondly, to stabilize prices; thirdly, to supply cheap labour and also absorb unskilled labour. 

In addition, farming was confined to production activities only, which had no response on the changes of the market situation. Farming was very much affected by technology and natural resources conditions. After all, agriculture is conceived totally unaffected by macro-economic conditions. This old paradigm should be replaced by new paradigm whereby the agriculture sector becomes a leading sector, functioning as the engine of growth to pull the economy back on its move.

The future position of agriculture in Indonesia is the main pillar of the national economic development. This indicates the welfare improvement and poverty alleviation is effectively undertaken by agricultural development. Also, the effort to maintain the country’s ideology and culture is more effective if they are conducted for farmers who are steadfastly maintaining their tradition and values. In other words, farmers in rural areas are the fortress to preserve national culture and identity.

The vision of agricultural development in the year 2020 is to create a resilient, modern and efficient agriculture which entails the following characteristics: first optimal and sustainable utilization of agricultural resources (land, water, manpower, capital and technology); second, application of a comprehensive agricultural diversification, (horizontal, vertical and regional dimensions); third, application of dynamic local specific technologies; and fourth, the improvement of efficiency  in agri-business by producing competitive agriculture commodities, having higher science and technology contents, and being able to mutually enhance the living conditions of farmers and consumers.

Bearing in mind that food security is a politically and economically sensitive issue, the Indonesian Government has continued to undertake a policy to raise food production through various programmes, among other things, enhancing the improvement of food production, developing new cultivated varieties, rice intensification in irrigated areas, intensifying the implementation of the integrated pest control programmes and recently, launching a policy to utilize uncultivated land with a view to secure food security, as well as rice self-sufficiency. In addition to the above mentioned policies, the Indonesian Government also welcomes and highly appreciates the food assistance extended by donor countries and international institutions to overcome the current food situation in Indonesia.

We recognize that the development of livestock is an integral part of the attainment of food security. The Government is currently developing livestock raising programmes with a view to providing high protein and nutritious food for consumption. Livestock production, such as eggs and milk production, are expected to increase annually. At the same time, the consumption of this high protein food is also expected to increase. Hence, it has become necessary for Indonesia to import meat, while eggs and milk production are expected to be sufficiently produced to meet the expected increase in domestic demand.

With respect to the development of the fisheries sector, government programmes have tended to aim at improving the income of fishermen, enhancing food nutrition, providing a source of raw materials for Indonesian food industries, employment opportunities and increasing foreign revenue. Between 1985 to 1996, fisheries production increased at an annual average growth rate of 5.85 percent. More than 70 percent of fishery production is contributed by marine fisheries. Indonesian export earnings from this sector have increased annually, and the total export revenue in 1996 reached 1.9 billion dollars. In developing this sector, Indonesia is consistently implementing environmentally sound and sustainable development programmes, such as the mangrove area conservation, by establishing a 500 metres green-belt area.

With regard to the follow-up of the World Food Summit,  Indonesia has been striving to implement the World Food Summit Plan of Action in strengthening a sustainable food security, particularly in maintaining rice self-sufficiency. We realize that our efforts might be hindered by the current economic crisis, El Nino and now by the La Nina phenomenon. We, therefore, would like to take this opportunity to suggest to FAO to assist countries that are currently facing a food shortage by way of identifying the  constraints and helping in the formulation of the solutions in their striving to make implementation of the World Food Summit Plan of Action a success. In this regard, Indonesia is ready to extend its full cooperation with FAO for the best interest of the world food security.

Finally, we would like to reiterate Indonesia’s strong commitment to the work of FAO and its programmes in assisting its Member Countries to solve food and agriculture problems.

Luigi FONTANA-GIUSTI (Italy)

Allow me to thank the Members of the Council who so kindly elected me as Vice-Chairman. I am confident that with my colleagues of Uganda and Saudi Arabia we shall make a very friendly group and, I hope, a good helping team. I also want to thank all delegations for their very stimulating remarks, speaking at the end of discussions on the advantages and disadvantages. For me it was a very important learning process.

If one visitor had followed our discussion at first glance, he would have noticed something of a schizophrenic situation because on one side food production has increased and on the other side food security has been decreasing. We do not want to make any form of pessimism. A lot has been done, as has been said by the European Commission representative and by the United States representative. Certainly the situation is improving in all sectors but still there are some reasons for worry. I think those worries are coming from the excellent document prepared by the Secretariat in which a table, that is before the World Food Summit but still is very eloquent, shows the number of undernourished people increased from 822 to 828 million people. I think if we had the latest figures we would have the same disappointing sensation. As a matter of fact, in 1997 the document (in paragraph 9 referred) to a disappointing year. As far as 1998 is concerned we know, and we shall discuss afterwards, the terrible cataclysm that has happened in Central America. It is a very good initiative to put in our agenda.

There are a lot of problems we are facing -- speaking of major issues not in our agenda --  but think of desertification and all the urbanization problems. Think of the loss of micro-diversity or bio-diversity. We have foeto-genetic resources that are shrinking instead of being preserved, for a lot of reasons that we are discussing in other fora. The number of poorer countries has increased from 29 to 40. Paragraph 36 says that food aid flows have decreased from 15.1 million tons of cereals in 1992-93  to 5.3 million tons. All these factors are certainly worrying, and that is the reason why in my country we discuss the problem. We also discuss the fact that FAO itself says that the progress achieved is not sufficient to realize the aims of the World Food Summit. Hopefully the Inter-Parliamentary Union, that will meet the next weekend and the following days, will face the problem with a political will and a political punch. That is the reason why our Parliament and Foreign Ministry were very interested and pushing financing for that.

What conclusion we draw from the situation, with shadows and light but unfortunately many shadows, is that we need something new. We thought of a possible alliance for agricultural development. That is an initiative about which I wrote to all heads of different regional groups for their reflection. My letter was recent and the idea needs to be developed. I do not expect any reactions today but I think that it is something on which we have to reflect.

Why an alliance? Because the word alliance is one of the oldest words, which means union by mutual engagements. It was used first in religion, in the Bible, in the gospels and in other sacred books, then in politics. Starting from the thirteenth century it was used in law and, of course, everybody recalls in the twentieth century the alliance for progress that President Kennedy launched. Quite successful, I might say. We are thinking of an alliance which is a renewed pact of solidarity, trying to find some new stimulus, some new reasons for progressing. What we need is an engagement, in a renewed sense of partnership, a common engagement between countries and organizations.

This initiative of an alliance for agricultural development takes into account, of course, the on-going process of a strategic framework for FAO that we shall discuss at a later point in the agenda. It takes into account of the on-going reflection by the World Food Programme on a time for change, food aid and development and also the strategic thinking and reflection that IFAD is passing through. I heard a very good speech by the President of IFAD in the World Food Programme meeting on Saturday, 24 October 1998. There was a lot of food for thought and I think we have to think about the issues raised.

In the spirit also of the broader process of UN reform, on the follow-up of the World Food Summit, the alliance for agricultural development should foresee, first at headquarters level and in the field, a permanent joint structure among FAO, WFP and IFAD for analysis and monitoring of the international food and agriculture situation and the elaboration of a common strategy of intervention, eventually formulated on a continental basis, on a region-by-region or a continent-by-continent basis. Second, at a policy level the elaboration of joint country programmes of the three organizations open to the possible participation of other UN agencies and funds.

Considering that the strategic goal of food security in the third millennium can only be pursued in a stable way through agriculture and agro-industrial development in the least developed countries and in the low-income food-deficit countries, the Italian idea could be considered and discussed among the regional groups in order to start a comprehensive cooperation on the matter and to reach a broad consensus on well-conceived and sound-headed proposals.

I am sure that this is a complex argument and needs reflection but those are problems of such magnitude that they need reflection. I think next year ECOSOC will start to examine the problems of poverty, and of course poverty starts from rural poverty and from hunger.  I think FAO, with other food and agriculture organizations in Rome, should take the lead and provide to the ECOSOC meeting next year all the elements for the relaunching of a problem which is certainly very hard but is essential for all of us.

Chao TIANGTONG (Thailand)

Mr Chairman, the Thai delegation would like to take this opportunity to say how happy we are seeing you chair this important meeting. We would also like to congratulate the three Vice-Chairmen, the Chairman and Members of the Drafting Committee and, of course, the Secretariat. We wish you every success in chairing this meeting.

For Thailand, the current economic and financial turmoil and the expansion of the crisis in the Asian region have had an impact on the overall growth of our national economy, including some aspects in the agricultural sector. Furthermore, future climate changes which international organizations forecast will result in further impacts on agricultural production throughout the world, as has recently been seen by the effects of El Niño and La Niña.

In Thailand’s case, the effects of natural abnormalities on our main agricultural product, which is rice, are worth mentioning. As we are rice producers, paddy production during the crop year 1997-98 amounted to 23.4 million tons, or about 4.7 percent higher than 22.4 million tons of the crop year 1996-97, which is the result of favourable rice prices in the international market and a favourable climate. Paddy production in the crop year 1998-99 was estimated at 21.5 million tons, which is about two million tons lower than that of the former crop year. This is due to the fact that during the crop year 1998-99 Thailand will face drought and climate change.

Agriculture has played a much more important role during the years of economic crisis, not only in terms of food and agricultural products but also in terms of job opportunities. A large number of unemployed industrial workers has shifted to work in the agricultural sector. We would therefore like to urge FAO to give more consideration to supporting agriculture and rural development in those countries facing economic crisis and those confronting natural abnormalities.

Hirofumi KUGITA (Japan)

First of all I would like to join many previous speakers. My delegation is pleased to see you preside over this Council. I also congratulate the three Vice-Chairmen and the Chairman of the Drafting Committee on their appointment. I appreciate the effort made by the Secretariat to prepare two concise and very organized documents on the State of Food and Agriculture.

I would like to make some brief comments on the several points which we are especially concerned about. We are concerned about the slight increase in the number of chronically undernourished people in the 1994-96 period compared to that in the 1990-92 period. I feel that it is important to steadily implement the World Food Summit Plan of Action through efforts made by individual governments, international organizations and civil societies so that we will be able to see a decrease in undernourished people leading to a major goal of the World Food Summit, that is reducing the number of undernourished people in the world to half the present figure by the year 2015.

Considering recent low rates of cereal stocks to utilization, the estimation of recovery of stocks to 17 percent, which is within FAO’s minimum safe level, may show a good sign but it has just reached the minimum level. There is a need to continue to pay due attention to possible adverse effect of fluctuations in local agricultural production, on prices of agricultural products under the circumstance of low stock levels.

Extraordinary weather patterns, such as El Niño or  the La Niña phenomena since last year, successive torrential rain in South Asia and hurricane Mitch in Central America, which damaged agricultural production in affected areas have reminded us of weather’s impact on agricultural production. In order to tackle these situations, it is important to develop warning systems such as FAO GIEWS and emergency support systems as well to improve countries’ productivity through sustainable utilization of their resources.

My delegation is pleased to note paragraph 47, namely the expansion of fish production of 121 million tons in 1996, an increase of 3.2 percent compared to 1995. Traditionally fish products have contributed substantially to food security, especially among the poor sectors of the populations in developing countries. However, fisheries resources in many parts of the world are over-fished. In this regard, my delegation highly appreciates the recent positive development of the Fisheries Consultation, which was held last October, on management of over-fishing capacity, sea birds and sharks.

I wish to respond to the intervention made by the previous speaker regarding the subsidy to fisheries. My delegation is also against the subsidies leading to over-fishing. This is a bad subsidy; however, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that some subsidies contribute to food security, for example the subsidy for rural development in small-scale fisheries communities or effective fisheries management. This is a good subsidy. My point is that all subsidies are not always bad and we should consider the positive aspect of  certain subsidies too.

Paragraph 58 to 61 indicate that production and trade of forestry products are sensitive to external factors such as the financial crisis in Asia and forest fires which were caused by El Niño. I would also like to refer to paragraph 62, which mentions continued deforestation, especially in developing countries. In this context we fear that in order to address these issues, FAO should pursue sustainable forest management in collaboration with other international bodies, in particular the Inter-governmental Forum on Forests.

Regarding the issue of malfunctional agriculture, my delegation fully supports the statement made by the delegates of the Republic of Korea and Mauritius. The issue of malfunctional agriculture is being addressed in OECD. We also appreciate a new initiative, taken jointly by FAO and the Netherlands, on the issue of malfunctional agriculture in the forum of Den Bosch II next year. Japan is now preparing to make contributions to this international conference. We are looking forward to having a further development on the issue of malfunctional agriculture, with the active involvement of FAO in the near future from an objective point of view.

I wish to refer to several interventions made by some delegates concerning the next WTO negotiations on trade liberalizations. I would like to remind that it is not appropriate that this Council prejudge the future direction of the trade negotiations. At the same time, we would like to expect the FAO to continue assisting developing countries in preparing for future WTO negotiations as was mentioned in the World Food Summit Plan of Action.

The Advisory Council on Agriculture of the Prime Minister of Japan issued guidelines on future agriculture policies last September. The Advisory Council was entrusted to review the agricultural policies and to restructure the policies towards the twenty-first century. The report suggests the following basic ideas: to establish a policy for stable food supply; to strengthen the Japanese agricultural structure; to supply food of good quality at reasonable prices; to maintain the multifunctionality of agriculture; to revitalize the rural area; and to contribute to rural development in international communities.

Based on those policy guidelines, the Japanese Government is preparing to enact new basic agriculture laws and new agricultural policies. I believe it is a matter of primary importance for each country to promote domestic production by fully utilizing its domestic resources in a sustainable and responsible manner to ensure food security. Keeping in mind this principle, food importing countries should appropriately combine three elements, namely: domestic production, food imports and reserves, taking into due consideration the specific circumstances of each country to secure stable food supply. It is also important that food exporting countries clearly recognize the responsibility to ensure stable food supplies to their trading partners.

I would like to touch upon the re-negotiation of the Food Aid Convention. I myself participated in the formulation of a new Food Aid Convention which we hope will take effect from 1 July 1999. We believe that a new Food Aid Convention should allow proper flexibility on the eligible products as well has the forms and terms of food aid in line with the WTO, Marrakech and Singapore ministerial decision on this matter, in order to ensure the legitimate level of food aid to developing countries.

Lastly, we would like to briefly introduce our recent contribution in the field of food aid. Japan has decided to provide some countries, including Indonesia, with food aid including rice and fertilizers to facilitate the rehabilitation of the agricultural sector and to alleviate the hardships in those countries.

Japan also decided to provide a special fund with WFP towards the establishment of food security in developing countries in Sub-Sahara. In this regard, my delegation would like to highly appreciate the laborious work taken by FAO, especially GIEWS, as well as WFP to assess the food insecurity situation in Indonesia as well as other countries.

I would like to conclude by saying Japan would like to pursue collaboration with FAO and WFP to alleviate food insecurity in developing countries.

Ms Bongiwe NJOBE-MBULI (South Africa)

Firstly, as the Chair of the Africa Group, I wish on behalf of the Region to convey our warmly-felt wish to you and the elected Vice-chairpersons and the Drafting Committee for a successful process of leading this meeting to meaningful conclusions, which will enhance agricultural development as a whole.

Secondly, I would like to share the South African contribution to this discussion. With regard to document CL 115/2, South Africa would like to commend FAO for the succinct way in which the State of Food and Agriculture in the world is presented. We have taken note with concern of the increase in the number of undernourished people, whilst recognizing the slight decrease in the proportion of the undernourished people worldwide. We are challenged by the extent of the manifestation of these trends in Africa and Asia, as well as by the reality that there is still an increase in countries needing food aid.

Whilst we agree with the observation of the Report captured in para. 7, that the critical issue is the lack of financial capacity of most of the people to purchase their own food, we feel that there is a need to go further and undertake an assessment of the specific issues which would affect specific areas. Ultimately, we should, as FAO, be able to assess the constraints at a regional, sub-regional and maybe even country-level, to help unpack the nature of the problem of food and security.

In South Africa, in confronting our own reality of transformation, we are currently focusing our attention on developing a national ethos of caring for our natural resources, as a basis of ensuring sustainable and long-term productivity. This is carried out under a national land-care programme.

A second focal area is a thorough re-examination of the norms and standards guiding the provision of agricultural support services in order that they now ensure entrepreneurial agricultural development, particularly among our disadvantaged population groups. We highlight in these strategies the need to harness capacities of the youth and women in our society. Furthermore, under our broad national programme of African Renaissance, we are increasingly looking for partnership arrangements that can contribute to the resolution of some of the African agricultural challenges.

The report under discussion raises the issues of effective policy instruments, implementation strategies and institutional capacities and arrangements that yield real results. Over and above the need for these in our various countries, we need to take into consideration capacity of countries to respond to the frequent global disaster-linked occurrences which have an impact on our national policies, programmes and capacities. Recent examples of these are the El Niño and Hurricane Mitch. Focus on these issues underlies the need for FAO, through using its comprehensive capacity, to enhance its role in bringing these analyses and trends to the attention of member governments in a way that promotes a focus on best practice, in other words, what works and, more importantly, why it works. To a large extent, effectively using instruments such as the South-South cooperation can contribute to this exchange of experience.

A second focal thrust emerging in response to the Report is to ensure our emphasis on safeguarding the effectiveness of early warning systems, which can anticipate negative impacts on food security and agricultural development. Over time, in this way, we should be able to improve the capacity, particularly of developing countries facing the problems of vulnerability, to respond more pro-actively to circumvent the negative aspects.

It is our hope that the debate on these issues, and the concerns reflected in para. 64 of the Report, will continue in the FAO fora in order to guide FAO in its mission to eradicate global hunger. South Africa looks forward to actively participating in developing these focus areas as we reaffirm our commitment to supporting the work of FAO.

Brett HUGHES (Australia)

Australia notes that this year’s State of Food and Agriculture Report presents some mixed results, with improvements in some areas and setbacks in others.

Australia nevertheless welcomes a number of the positive developments highlighted in the Report. In particular, the rate of food availability continued to grow in 1997, with sufficient growth in world cereals production to meet global demand. The FAO Report on the State of Food and Agriculture notes that the current ratio of stocks to expected utilization in 1998 is in the region of 17 to 18 percent, considered by FAO to be the minimum necessary to safeguard world food security.

Australia would note, however, that while the ratio is now 17 to 18 percent, the level of food insecurity has continued to increase. This highlights that the level of stocks and utilization is only one indicator of food security. While we agree with many of the previous speakers that domestic production is important, it is also important to address access and demand aspects, as national governments, FAO and other participants in the World Food Summit agreed. On access, it was notable that a number of developing countries, such as Ecuador on behalf of GRULAG, emphasized the centrality of trade liberalization in achieving food security. Indeed, how will it also be possible for countries such as Honduras to overcome their massive problems if the exportable agriculture products mentioned by their Agriculture Minister are denied market access.

The Australian Government considers that agricultural trade liberalization has played, and will continue to play, an important role in improving world food security through improved allocation of resources and the development of efficient agricultural systems. The development of efficient agricultural production in developing countries should be enhanced as subsidies in the developed world are reduced, thus removing long-standing distortions to investment and production decisions.

The forthcoming 1999 WTO negotiations present an important opportunity for all countries to seize the opportunity to further enhance their capacity to improve national economic growth, development and food security through the pursuit of further reductions to distortions in international agricultural production and trade and through improved market access.

I would also like to take up the issue of multifunctionality in agriculture. It is interesting that in these times of financial crisis there should be cause for maintaining inefficient and destructive policies in the name of justifying continuing high levels of subsidization to agriculture.

Australia recognizes that all countries have legitimate rural development and environmental concerns. However, Australia considers that such objectives do not require measures that are linked to production. Furthermore, such concerns can be efficiently and effectively addressed through targeted, transparent and fully decoupled policies that do not distort agricultural production and trade. The use of multifunctionality to justify high levels of subsidization is in the interests of neither developed nor developing countries. However, they damage developing countries’ agricultural interests by denying access to markets for agricultural exports and distorting agricultural trade. The solution to food security involves both the production of more food and in expanding access to food through increased trade liberalization.

Finally, Australia would like to support the interventions of many of the delegations that have emphasized that one of the most important things that FAO can do to enhance global food security in the area of fisheries is to continue to pursue implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. This is of fundamental importance in ensuring the sustainable management of fisheries resources.

Ms Batool QURESHI (Pakistan)

Allow me to congratulate you on your election as Independent Chairman of the Council. Let me also congratulate the Vice-chairmen and the Chairman of the Drafting Committee and its Members.

Focusing on the document before us, that is CL 115/2, we note with alarm the rise in the absolute number of the undernourished as estimated up to 1996. We shudder to think what the impact of the Asian financial crisis, El Niño, La Niña and Hurricane Mitch, as well as several strikes in many countries, would have on this figure. It seems that this could only increase. We are aware that IFAD has done some preliminary studies and has come up with not very optimistic results. Where does this place the progress and commitment of the World Food Summit to reduce the undernourished by half by the year 2015?

We are happy to note that food aid through WFP expanded by 12 percent in 1997 and swelled to almost double the minimum annual target set in 1975. The question, however, remains whether this is sufficient to cope with the rising trend of emergencies. We view with concern the static trend in ODA for agriculture in nominal terms and a reduction in real terms. This is reflective of the general apathy towards the agriculture sector. We feel that this trend would hardly contribute to meeting the objectives of the World Food Summit. 

We are glad to note that IFAD has brought its level of programmes back to the pre-1995 level. We feel that there is a requirement to have a targeted increase in ODA for the agriculture sector through a joint strategy involving all bilateral and multilateral actors.

We appreciate the efforts of FAO through its Technical Cooperation Programme, helping the developing countries in chalking out action plans for the future in order to help us to alleviate malnutrition and poverty. We feel that the multisectorial approach must be adopted for sustained eradication of the menace of malnutrition, hunger and poverty.

Pakistan has pledged to take forward the Summit conclusions in its own small way, given its limited resources. The Government has launched a nation-wide social action programme, contributing two percent of its GDP.

In the end, I would like to thank you and the Council members for their patient indulgence.

Ronald ROSE (Canada)

My delegation also wishes to welcome your guidance for this Hundred and Fifteenth Council and to congratulate the Vice-chairs and the members of the Drafting Group on their well-deserved election. We also express our appreciation to the Secretariat for the production of document CL 115/2, and for its timely supplement. We look forward to receiving the full report, hopefully some time this week.

We observe that world agricultural commodity prices are at cyclical lows. Low prices likely mean low returns from any agricultural producers worldwide and consequently lower food production in the next year or so. In addition, considerable exchange rate uncertainty and income difficulties are being experienced in many countries. These situations challenge the market-oriented policy reforms of the past decade. Canada is confident that the current downturn will be replaced by a return to high prices within one or two years, if governments of major exporting countries refrain from offering stimulative support to their production sectors.

For the most part, Canada sees these low commodity prices as a result of world commodity supply response to the high prices in the mid-1990s and to the weak demand in many markets. Unlike the previous low price period, which we saw in the late 1980s and the early 1990s, the role of government interventions in these price declines in this situation is much less important.

Canada believes that maintaining adherence to World Trade Organization commitments will be critical to assuring that market functioning is preserved in the longer term. We are encouraged that so far, by and large, governments have restrained their involvement, but we do note that there are some signs that subsidy levels are increasing.

Canada considers that a well-functioning international market is critical to the well-being of food producers and consumers worldwide, and here we would like to endorse the comments of the Australian delegation concerning the importance of continued trade liberalization and the need to reduce trade and production distorting subsidies. In one year’s time, WTO member countries will embark on a new round of trade negotiations in agriculture. While there are a number of new emerging issues, the next round offers an opportunity for yet further improvement in the functioning of agricultural markets, especially in the areas of increased market access and reduced export subsidies. It will be important for FAO Members to assess the effect of these on FAO’s initiatives, such as the targets to reduce the number of malnourished people. Negotiations in the areas of the SPS Agreement and in the environment will also be of critical importance to production and trade, which are both critical to FAO objectives.

Efforts to facilitate the full participation of developing and least-developed countries will be important to a successful round of negotiations. For the past four years, our membership has been requesting this Organization to assist them in preparing for the next round of agricultural negotiations. Assistance by FAO in the form of analysis and support to these countries will be useful in this regard and FAO’s work programme should certainly maintain these particular activities.

FAO’s assistance in this area is welcomed by all Members because FAO is recognized as a neutral forum for policy discussion and development. It is essential that we, the membership, maintain that neutrality if the Organization is to continue to play this valued role.

Raúl ALEGRETT (Venezuela)

Quiero sumarme a las felicitaciones de las delegaciones que me han precedido por la designación de la Presidencia Independiente del Consejo, por su designación, por la de los Vice-presidentes y el Comité de Redacción. En adición al planteamiento hecho durante esta mañana por nuestro Presidente del Grupo de América Latina y el Caribe, quisiera trasmitir al Consejo algunas reflexiones de mi país.

Venezuela ha hecho notables esfuerzos para adaptarse a las exigencias y compromisos de la globalización, así como también en el cumplimiento del Programa de Acción acordado en la Cumbre Mundial de 1996. Sin embargo, a pesar de avances interesantes en el comercio internacional, en la orientación de la producción, en la sinceración de costos y precios y el logro de mejoras obtenidas en productividad, el país enfrenta un deterioro en el consumo alimentario y, particularmente, un aumento en los indicadores de desnutrición.

Elemento determinante del deterioro señalado ha sido la limitación en el acceso a alimentos. Esta limitación no responde en mi país a problemas de disponibilidad, sino que fundamentalmente a la brecha creciente entre los ingresos reales de la población y los precios de los alimentos. En este sentido debemos reconocer que el alza de precios y la inestabilidad de los mismos, conspira significativamente contra la seguridad alimentaria y que en algunos países puede realmente afectar la disponibilidad de alimentos. No puede haber seguridad alimentaria sin disminución del hambre y la desnutrición, sin una mejor distribución del ingreso real; y, ello debe ocurrir como consecuencia de la dinámica económica o como una compensación directa a los consumidores pobres. Además, los países deben asegurar una adecuada disponibilidad de divisas para complementar sus requerimientos alimentarios.

En cuanto se refiere a la agricultura propiamente, existen problemas generados en el marco de la globalización que es necesario superar. Existe una competencia desleal que afecta al productor agropecuario de nuestros países. Por una parte se mantienen subsidios e incentivos ajenos a la caja verde y se apoyan también en la producción con aportes significativos, que si bien se enmarcan en dicha caja, representan por su magnitud una inversión que no puede ser asumida por los países en desarrollo. Por otra parte se cierran mercados a productos de nuestra región por razones atribuidas, no siempre con suficiente fundamentación, a factores técnicos, sanitarios, laborales, de sustentabilidad u otros. Sin divisas, ingresos y por tanto mercados para nuestros productos, ¿cómo podremos aumentar la capacidad de acceso a los alimentos?. Esperamos de la FAO el respaldo necesario para fortalecer nuestras agriculturas a fin de que las mismas puedan cumplir simultáneamente dos funciones: por una parte, el establecimiento de una base de producción de alimentos de consumo masivo que en el marco de una racionalidad aceptable garantice un umbral de seguridad alimentaria y, por la otra, favorecer  el desarrollo de las exportaciones agrícolas para que las mismas contribuyan al suministro de las divisas necesarias para diversificar la economía y mejorar los ingresos de la población, permitiendo así el mejoramiento de la disponibilidad y el acceso a los alimentos para una alimentación adecuada a toda nuestra población. 

Humberto MOLINA REYES (Chile)

Quisiera señalar que en el marco de la agenda bienal de la FAO para el período 1998-1999, mi país junto con considerar de suma importancia el tema de la seguridad alimentaria y estar firmemente comprometido con el seguimiento y aplicación de los acuerdos de la Cumbre Mundial de la Alimentación, manifiesta entre sus prioridades los temas refereridos a la conservación de los recursos naturales, el desarrollo del espacio rural y de manera particular lo relacionado con el comercio internacional. La razón de esto último, Señor Presidente, se fundamenta en que la mayor posibilidad para los países con economías pequeñas como el nuestro para continuar o, en algunos casos, iniciar su desarrollo está íntimamente condicionada a la expansión de su mercado en el ámbito internacional. Ello es válido para todos los sectores económicos y lo es especialmente en el caso del sector agrícola. Muchos países tienen economías aún fuertemente dependientes de la actividad silvo-agropecuaria, por tanto, su capacidad de crecimiento se basa en la dinámica de este sector. El desarrollo de las agriculturas, en las condiciones actuales de globalización e internacionalización de las economías, sólo se ve favorecido en la medida en que se apoya su transformación tecnológica productiva, se moderniza su gestión, se mejora la calidad de sus activos y se facilita el acceso de los productos a los mercados.

Chile ha propiciado simultáneamente estas condiciones. En el ámbito del comercio, el proceso de apertura comercial llevado a cabo por el país con rebajas generalizadas y sostenida de los aranceles ha perimitido una mejor gestión del sector agrícola a su favor y ha favorecido la modernización sectorial en su conjunto. Ello beneficia al conjunto del país, al proporcionar los ingresos necesarios para adquirir aquellos bienes y servicios de los cuales no tenemos ventajas competitivas basadas en la eficiencia productiva y que por lo tanto producimos a mayores costos. Hace sólo unos días el Parlamento chileno ha aprobado una reducción gradual y uniforme de aranceles que nos permitirá reducirlos desde el actual 11 por ciento para llegar a un seis por ciento a partir del  1o de enero del año 2003. Quiero destacar que esta rebaja ha contado con un amplio respaldo político y de los diversos sectores productivos incluyendo los productores agrícolas. Sin embargo, el mercado internacional está aún lejos de reflejar las ventajas competitivas de los países de la producción de bienes y servicios y promover que éstos lleguen al menor precio posible a quienes los demandan. Ello impide, en la práctica, que países emergentes o en vías de desarrollo y aquellos con serios problemas de seguridad alimentaria puedan efectivamente mejorar de manera significativa sus actuales condiciones; la eliminación total de los subsidios a las exportaciones, principal mecanismo de distorsión de los precios internacionales; la reducción de la ayuda interna directas a las agriculturas cuyo efectos son equivalentes a los subsidios; las restricciones al acceso a los mercados con intenciones proteccionistas; la eliminación de las salvaguardias especiales y el sistema de precios de entrada son algunos de los avances que se deben ir concretando para el logro de una mayor transparencia del mercado internacional. Esta es una de las tareas principales a las cuales está abocado el gobierno de Chile y, que por ser ella de gran magnitud, requiere el concurso de todos aquellos países especialmente de América Latina y el Caribe que esperan enfrentar el tercer milenio como naciones con economías sanas y fortalecidas. Estamos convencidos que al avanzar en la liberación del comercio estanos estimulando el desarrollo productivo y tecnológico de la agricultura y proporcionando mejores y mayores alternativas de desarrollo para la población rural. De esta forma, parte de nuestras acciones en el logro de este imperativo estratégico para nuestro desarrollo ha sido favorecer y promover la coordinación entre los países en las diversas oportunidades que se han presentado en el marco de las reuniones regionales, tanto de la FAO como del IICA, con el fin de consensuar posiciones frente a las próximas negociaciones de la OMC. En ambas instancias se ha logrado el mandato para que jueguen un papel activo de secretaría técnica, para apoyar en este sentido los países de la región. Recientemente en Miami se realizó la primera reunión general de coordinación en el marco de las negociaciones agrícolas para la conformación del área de libre comercio de las Américas y ya una segunda reunión del mismo tenor está prevista para esta semana en la capital de Chile, Santiago.

Con estas dos iniciativas estamos avanzando en esta necesaria coordinación para enfrentar de mejor forma la próxima ronda agrícola. Valoramos altamente el apoyo brindado por la FAO en estas materias y esperamos que ello continúe profundizándose. Por nuestra parte ofrecemos el apoyo y trabajo de nuestros equipos técnicos negociadores tanto a la FAO como a aquellos países que estimen que es de su particular interés. Además mantenemos firme nuestro compromiso y activa participación con el grupo Quence. Del mismo modo Chile acogió favorablemente la petición del Director General de la FAO de participar en el Programa de Cooperación Técnica Sur-Sur y manifestamos nuestra especial disposición en relación a los países afectados por el huracán Mitch. Ya hemos solicitado los antecedentes necesarios acerca de las necesidades de cooperación y dependiendo de éstos y de nuestras capacidades, se estructurarán los programas respectivos.

Chile, Señor Presidente, es un país que junto con sufrir con frecuencia las manifestaciones de la naturaleza ha experimentado la solidaridad de la comunidad internacional, la que acudió a nuestra ayuda en esos difíciles momentos. Comprendemos, por tanto, la situación por la que atraviesan estos hermanos pueblos de Centroamérica y acudiremos en su ayuda en la medida de nuestras posibilidades. Para tal efecto ponemos a disposición nuestras fortalezas en los ámbitos de la organización para las negociaciones comerciales internacionales, promoción comercial de productos de exportación, desarrollo silvícola, protección fito y zoo-sanitaria y especialmente apoyo al desarrollo de la pequeña agricultura. 

El gobierno de Chile está convencido de que la única forma de seguir avanzando hacia el desarrollo y, por ende, hacia mejores oportunidades para la población al igual que para las de otros países es la cooperación, tanto al interior de su soberanía como con el resto del mundo y de manera especial con nuestros vecinos de la región sur de América. En este sentido valoramos la oportunidad de instancias, como la FAO, como espacio para la reflexión de los temas pendientes de nuestra agricultura de nuestros pueblos y para la formulación de propuestas concretas que faciliten su solución definitiva.

Mrs H. BENJAMIN (Observer for Dominica)

My delegation would like to congratulate you and the three Vice-chairmen of  Council and Drafting Committee for their election.  My delegation would also like to congratulate the Secretariat for preparing the documents before us.  These documents will hopefully provide a very constructive foundation for our discussions in the course of these meetings.

My delegation fully supports what has been said this morning by our Chairman of Latin America and the Caribbean, of which Dominica is proudly part of. 

I would like to express on behalf of the Secretary-general of CARICOM, the CARICOM States, and on behalf of Dominica, its people, and the Government, and myself our heartfelt sorrow for that what Hurricane Mitch did to Central America, and our condolences go to those who lost their loved ones during the terrible natural disaster.

Hurricane Mitch has unleashed its fury over Central America and left an unbearable devastation behind.  My delegation knows that the people in Central America are strong people, and that they will have the courage to rebuild their country again.  

My delegation is happy to read that in CL 115/INF/24 that FAO responses to natural disasters world-wide, and that FAO fully understands the needs in Central America by not referring to the micro-macro economics, but faces the actual reality as it stands, knowing that what the people in Central America now need is the help of appliances, food, seeds, boats, equipment, you name it; because without a boat a fisherman cannot catch a fish. Without seeds the farmer cannot grow crops.  

Food security and health in Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala are now at highest risk, and we all know that in achieving food security we need to establish food production.  Therefore, targeted programmes for food security should be addressed, in particular, for the people in those countries where employment is already very small and now it might be even smaller, if at all available. Without employment opportunities, poverty will never be reduced, and hunger and malnutrition will never be alleviated.  

We in the Caribbean Islands know what our brothers and sisters in Central America are going through.  We have faced Hurricane David, Hurricane Hugo, and you name them all. Hurricane David who destroyed Dominica to the ground, leaving unbearable devastation behind.  Therefore, in our region, it is an essential premise of agriculture, forestry, marine and sustainable development.  This is to ensure that the development meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generations to meet their own.

Our people in our region struggle for survival, for economic stability and human dignity, and for human rights we must help them in securing their food, their welfare and their health.  Only then, can we achieve economical growth, or else in the years 2010-2015, we will not talk of 800 million people suffering from hunger and malnutrition, and where FAO would want very much to reduce the figure by half, but we might be talking of 100 million more.  

Sustainable development should be a global hallmark for rural development in all developing countries, and through it, we might be able to stop this situation where agricultural production costs are constantly increasing, while the degradation of the productivity decreases.

The performance of  economics in the medium and long term will depend critically on the performance of the external sector and on the effectiveness of macroeconomic management.  Often, we read in the documents of the UN agencies and international institutions, how the writers do forget what reality proves differently.  

Foreign aid to Dominica in particular, in the Caribbean region, in general, plummeted as donor nations looked increasingly inward or Eastward.  Yet I have to admit, that in time of crisis they have been there.  They have been at our side in full force and solidarity, and for that I thank them.

It is further said, that the Caribbean countries achieved satisfactory economic growth in 1996 and 1997, due to tourism and manufactures.  Yet, in most of our countries the GDP fell very sharply.  We are still agriculture producing countries, exporting mainly agriculture products. In Dominica the GDP declined to 1.4 percent from 3.7 percent in 1996.  The concern, however is, that our countries do not grow as fast on the world market, due to the demise of traditional preferential trade arrangements and the expansion of international competition.  Yet, every country in our region should have mutual beneficial trade opportunities.  

In Dominica and in our other Caribbean Island states, the unfavourable macroeconomic and external trade climate, and the rate growth calls for demand expansion. We know, and with the focus not only on enhancing the agriculture, fisheries, forestry, environment and women in rural and urban areas where we must enhance the income of peasants to secure their food security and by eradicating their high malnutrition.  Therefore, let us take the opportunity provided by this meeting to look forward to the spirit of innovation and cooperation, to achieve outcomes that can be mutually beneficial, in particular, by implementing the World Food Summit.  

Therefore, let us also implement in FAO’s next year Conference that what goes beyond decision-making.  Let us implement what has so patiently been written.  The hungry cannot wait for food, and they to have the right to live in dignity. 

I would like to congratulate Canada where my colleague this morning stated that he hopes that the 160 countries that supported the Proclamation of International Year of  Mountains and its Resolution will support FAO. My hope goes further. I look forward to have a constructive meeting of the Programme of Work and Budget during the FAO Conference next year in November 1999, and hopefully, FAO will receive that what it needs: extra budget resources and we will have a full consensus on it.

In concluding, I do not want to address, at this moment, the problems of small island states because it is my understanding that the Director-General wants to hold a conference on small island states next year. However, it is my understanding that because of constraints in the resources and budget, the Director-General can only allow for a one day conference on small island states.

I do not know whether this will be sufficient, nor do I think that the day should be added to COFI in March, because the people coming from the capitals during March often do not really know the vulnerability our countries face nor may they be able to really respond to what is necessary under discussion. Therefore, I would like to have a better clarification as to when we could have the conference on small island states.

My suggestion would be that we might add it onto the Committee on Food Aid because food aid deals with malnutrition, deals with food security. It deals with so many many aspects that may be COFI would not be able to do, or at least, it is too short notice because we have not received any documents on it. We do need time to look very carefully into those documents and provide our capitals with these documents to see how we go on from there.

Ermond HARTMANS (Observer for Caritas International)

More than an hour ago, the Italian delegate expressed an opinion that he felt it was a disadvantage to talk this late in a Council meeting. Well, this is now an hour ago so I must be at a real disadvantage. Nevertheless, I am going to keep my comments very short and to the point which I would like to direct to the Assistant Director-General, Mr de Haen.

Caritas is a Non-Governmental Organization which is primarily engaged in charitable activities. It is a confederation of economist chapters in 154 countries, which basically concentrates its efforts in giving assistance to emergency situations, such as the ones that we have heard so much about in Latin America and to the poorest of the poor, in needed countries.

We like to look at FAO and are anxious to collaborate with FAO, in the identification of such needs so that we can streamline our activities in an effective manner. We are therefore, particularly, interested in the food situation and food production and trade data which FAO is providing us. According to The State of Food and Agriculture for 1998, Africa south of the Sahara, as has been mentioned by many speakers, has by far the largest proportion of poor and undernourished people which in some of these countries is as high as 50 percent. In most of these countries the most important basic staple foods are roots, tubers and pulses.

Unfortunately, The State of Food and Agriculture 1998 does not give any information on the production of these basic food crops. We would like to be informed to what extent these staple foods are properly included in determining crop production levels and the degree of nutrition and malnutrition. This specifically, I direct to the Assistant Director-General. We would appreciate if we could receive in future more information on this important matter.

CHAIRMAN

We have had a most stimulating and rich debate on the current state of food and agriculture. We welcome and we are grateful for the achievements we have made but at the same time, we admit that there is so much that has to be done. A long way to travel, if we really want to achieve the goals set by the Summit, as indicated by, for instance, the incidence of malnutrition in various countries. We have also discussed the very close and important link between production of food and trade and other fields. These links are very important indeed and some of the topics brought up will again be discussed when we go on and reach other Agenda items in this Council.

Most of the speakers also mentioned the natural disasters. The adverse climatic changes and conditions, and also the financial crisis which began in Asia but which threatens to global and threatens to result in a global depression. We discussed on the prospects of our agriculture in light of these natural disasters, of the climatic conditions and the current financial crisis in particular. All these problems, somehow translate into serious food insecurity which is still faced by millions of people.

Several delegates have also emphasized on the importance of food and agriculture in helping restore the economic growth of the nations. Some countries with rich natural resources facing financial and economic crisis actually turn to agriculture to help solve the problems faced by the economy. At the same time, they find agriculture not able to do much. Therefore, there are calls for really new thinking of agriculture development. There are calls for serious thinking in terms of renewing the paradigm for agricultural development. There are calls for alliances. This underlines the crucial role expected at international level from our Organization and the partnerships it is developing to help the membership face up to these challenges.  A full, complete, more detailed report on the debate that we have just finished will certainly be in the report of the Council.

Hartwig de HAEN (Assistant Director-General, Economic and Social Department)

There have not been too many questions but may I begin a short statement by thanking the delegates for the many complements for the document. Of course we feel grateful for these complements but we will also strive for still better and more recent information and also, for more forward looking. This I say in reply to the distinguished delegate of the United States. 

If I may just answer the last question posed by Mr Hartmans from Caritas International. The inclusion of information on roots and tubers is sometimes quite difficult because it is not as readily and as recently available as the information on cereals, therefore, we may tend to give more weight to the information on cereals. Please rest assured, we will make still another effort in these regard. Also please be informed that in the assessment report, which we have submitted to the CFS earlier this year, we did dwell in more detail on the important role of roots and tubers for food security. You will also see when you look at the forthcoming food outlook that there is a special reference, of course, to the world cassava production. Finally all the aggregate figures on food production do include roots and tubers.

There was a question with regard to the information by the distinguished delegate of Egypt who requested more recent information on our estimated number of chronically undernourished. I am sorry to reply that we do not have a more recent estimate. You must understand that in order to arrive at this estimate we have to go through quite a laboursome analysis and calculation of all the food balance sheets of Member countries and in this case, of developing Member countries. This work is still underway for the year 1997. The latest data arrived late and it is also a matter of resources which we can put into it but we will do our best, as soon as possible, with such an estimate which depends on the readiness of the food balance sheets.

We have noted the deep concern expressed by many about the slow progress in reaching the target of the World Food Summit in terms of the number of hungry people to be halved by the year 2015 and, of course, the concern expressed about unforeseen factors that continue to compound the difficulties that countries have in this regard. We will, of course, continue to monitor and report to you about this issue.

Many delegates have underlined the importance of sustainable agriculture and rural development to increase food security about the importance of prevention and resilience to emergencies and crises; about the importance of trade for food security and assistance to developing countries in their implementation of the market agreements, and in their preparations for the next round of the multilateral trade negotiations. I take this opportunity to inform you that we have, as requested by you, intensified our work in this regard. I mean our trade related work and rather comprehensive training programme is now ready to be launched. This will be held in various sub-regions and cover all issues and areas of relevance to trade and food and agriculture, including fishery and forestry as far as this applies. We hope that there will be enough demand for this programme so that we can train a large number of delegates of developing countries until the next round of trade negotiations or of experts in the various Ministries who are interacting with their national delegations.

We are also continuing our work with regard to analysis of trade related issues of interest to our Member Countries and I invite you to look at the Internet where in Waicent you now find a special page on trade and Uruguay Round related issues. If you have any comments on it there is a question and answers page in which you can let us have your comments and we will try to take care of them.

I think this ends my comments and replies. Probably, I should only like to refer to one final remark regarding the balance of information on progress in world agriculture, on the one hand, and reporting about crises and negative trends of hunger and undernutrition. On the other hand, we noted the statement of the distinguished delegate of the United States and other references by the delegate of Italy I just want to assure you that we will continue to provide as factual and as balanced information as it is possible.

I think when you look into the documents of  FAO, including those presented to the World Food Summit, you will see that we have also always shown the positive achievements made by hundreds of millions of farmers in the world who were able to increase the average food supply per caput, even at a time, when the world population continued to grow rather rapidly. I assure that in future we will try to keep this balance between information on the disappointing trends, as well as those on the more encouraging trends. With this I hope to have answered your questions and commented on some of your remarks. 

VI. OTHER MATTERS (Continued)
VI. QUESTIONS DIVERSES (SUITE)
VI. OTROS ASUNTOS (CONTINUACIÓN)

21. FAO's Reaction to Recent Natural Disasters (CL 115/INF/24)
21. Réaction de la FAO aux catastrophes naturelles récentes (CL 115/INF/24)
21. Respuesta de la FAO a las recientes catástrofes naturales (CL 115/INF/24)

A. REGNIER (Assistant Director-General, Technical Cooperation Department)

Members of the Council are aware of the exceptional series of natural disasters that occurred recently, in particular in Asia and Latin America. FAO would like to inform you briefly of the serious consequences of these disasters and what the Organization  has done so far to address them. As you mentioned, the document CL 115/INF/24 has been presented to you outlining the main activities that have been taken so far. The most substantive assessment of the damage to the agricultural sector will be available in due course when the various assessment missions now underway have had the opportunity to finalize their work. At this stage, let me give you a short summary of our actions so far for the period July to November.

As you know, logically the most recent disaster was the hurricane Mitch, which swept across several Central American countries between 26 October and 1 November. Paragraphs 38 to 47 of the document refer to that disaster that has resulted in major human casualties and damage to infrastructure and agricultural production of an unprecedented scale. Honduras and Nicaragua have been the hardest hit. Guatemala and El Salvador have also been severely affected and, to a lesser extent, Costa Rica and some southwestern parts of Mexico and Belize.

The response of FAO was first to alert the donor community, and information could be found in the most recent special alert issued by the FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning System on 6 November.

Second, we put the FAO expertise and field staff in the different countries at the disposal of the governments to assess the situations and the needs. To that effect, two missions are now underway, jointly with WFP, in Nicaragua and Honduras to appraise the crop and food situation and assess the most recent needs for agricultural rehabilitation and reconstructions. Based on the findings of these missions, a programme of emergency intervention will be formulated for the immediate rehabilitation of the agricultural sector of each country and submitted to the donor community as soon as possible.

The governments of the other countries affected by hurricane Mitch are assessing the damage with their own resources and may subsequently submit requests for assistance.

Thirdly, apart from the decisions on emergency food aid, taken by the Executive Director of the World Food Programme and the Director-General of FAO, FAO is finalizing two emergency Technical Cooperation Programmes (TCP) for urgent provision of  seeds and tools for disaster-affected farmers in Nicaragua and Guatemala. This will permit the delivery of basic agricultural inputs for the current planting season, ending mid-December. We hope that donor contributions could also be mobilized to catch up the following cropping season.

Fourthly, we are, as a matter of fact, in close touch with the donor community and a number of donors have already indicated their readiness to assist. The Government of the Netherlands, in particular, has already informed FAO that it is pledging financial assistance for relief to victims in El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua, to be channelled through FAO through ongoing projects funded by the Netherlands.

Fifthly, we stand ready to cooperate on the reconstruction side, in full consultation with the United Nations system. In particular, we are contributing to the preparations of the United Nations appeal for the next six months, and we are also ready to participate in the Inter-American Development Bank for the longer-term reconstructions through the consultative group meeting that is scheduled for the middle of December.

In Latin America, during the period under review, serious disaster situations occurred also in other countries, in particular due to the devastating hurricane Georges in countries like Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Antigua and Bermuda, St. Kitts and Nevis. Our immediate response in these countries is summarized in paragraphs 28 to 37. Basically, FAO is assessing the situation and the most urgent needs, and the donor community will be kept informed. TCP projects for the urgent supply of agricultural or fisheries inputs are also being finalized for several of them and should be approved soon.

The other continent where major natural disasters occurred during the period I am reviewing was Asia and the most hard-hit countries were China and Bangladesh. As far as China is concerned, FAO’s response has been the approval of two Technical Cooperation projects on emergency supply of basic agricultural inputs to farmers affected by the flood in the Jiangxi, Hubei and Hunan Province. That was in August 1998, and all the agricultural inputs have been procured already and distributed to the beneficiaries.

The second TCP for similar scope was in another area, the northeastern province. It was approved on 19 November and will be, of course, implemented straightaway. Moreover, under Swedish funding, FAO is now sending a three-week mission for an in-depth assessment of flood damage and formulation of project proposals for rehabilitation of the agriculture sector. The mission will assess damage in the flood-affected areas and formulate proposals for immediate relief and short-term rehabilitation. The mission is scheduled to depart on 25 November.

In Bangladesh, apart from following closely the situation through FAO/WFP crop and food supply assessment missions and participating in the United Nations interagency appeal, FAO has already approved two TCPs for the supply of emergency vegetable seeds to flood-affected areas for targeting hundreds of  thousands of flood-affected farmers. It is now operational and a second TCP has also been approved for the emergency supply of veterinary medicines and vaccines for the affected farmers.

Moreover, under a pledge from OPEC, US$200 thousand for the procurement of agricultural inputs for FAO has also been allocated and will be implemented as soon as possible.

Other countries in the region, such as India, the Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia, were also seriously affected, as you will see from the document in front of you. In these countries, FAO is also assessing the situation, identifying the needs for agricultural rehabilitation and will keep the donors fully informed as soon as possible.

To conclude, I wish to underline that FAO will continue to closely interact with other United Nations agencies, particularly WFP and IFAD here in Rome, to coordinate our interventions and, whenever possible, carry out joint actions focusing on agriculture, livestock and fisheries recovery. However, as you will have noticed, the TCP resources are made available when requested but, in view of the magnitude of these disasters, it is clear that FAO will have to seek additional support from the international donor community to proceed with its programmes. Appeals for funds will therefore be launched to this effect, as and when necessary, and we intend to convene, through informal discussion, our donor community in Rome for consultation when needed.

Harald HILDEBRAND (Germany)

With your kind permission, I would like to pass the floor on to the delegation of Austria, who would like to speak in its capacity as current President of the European Union on this agenda item.

Ernst ZIMMERL (Observer for Austria)

I am speaking on behalf of the European Community and its Member States.

We appreciate that the Director-General suggested, and all colleagues approved, the introduction of this item in today’s agenda. Hurricane Mitch was one of the major natural disasters in the last years. We are also aware of the extensive damage caused by floods in some Asian countries. Sadly, such disasters have resulted in severe setbacks to the improvement of living conditions achieved through hard work in many parts of the world.

With regard to hurricane Mitch, all currently available resources of the European Union have been mobilized to assist the affected countries in the difficult task of coping with the terrible consequences of this unprecedented disaster. Until now, the European Union has pledged US$112 million in emergency aid funds. Of this total, US$78 million have been offered by individual EU Member States. The possibility of further contributions is currently under discussion.

Some Member States of the European Union have already agreed to release the debts of the countries most affected by the disaster. This is an important and concrete instrument for their recovery. 

The above-mentioned contributions reaffirmed the long-term engagement of the European Union in the Central American region. We appreciate the responses of FAO and we look forward to contributions by FAO, closely coordinated with the efforts of other UN agencies. In addition, we see an important role for international, inter-regional and local NGOs in the long-term rehabilitation of the countries involved.

We want to express our solidarity to all suffering populations. The immediate, as well as long-term relief, is a high priority political aim of the European Union, as witness the European Community Humanitarian Office commitment of US$ nine million in 1998 for disasters in the Philippines, India, China and Bangladesh. Over US$ three million have been also provided by ECO with regard to hurricane Georges.

James W. SCHROEDER (United States of America)

The United States commends FAO for providing a country-by-country update of the devastation wrought by numerous recent natural disasters. FAO’s document prepared for discussion of this agenda item points to several examples of coordinated responses by the UN agencies whose mandate foresees such intervention and relief, recovery and rehabilitation efforts. FAO needs to be involved early in these crises to help minimize damage, provide early needs-assessment of potential agricultural damage and contribute to the development of a longer-term agricultural sector strategy for the afflicted economies.

The United States would urge FAO to focus any expanded activities in cost-effective efforts, thoroughly coordinated with agencies such as WFP and the other humanitarian agencies, which are mandated to perform emergency recovery work. This would avoid duplication of effort, preserve, but not enlarge, FAO’s existing mandate and ensure the most effective coordinated approach to post-disaster recovery measures. In particular, FAO can play a role in rehabilitation in countries devastated by natural disasters, such as recently in Central America. The scale of destruction of the agricultural and transportation infrastructures necessitates close collaboration among all UN agencies tasked with the emergency response and humanitarian assistance and the exploitation of each agency’s demonstrated comparative advantage in each aspect of recovery and rehabilitation.

The Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information Mapping Systems (FIVIMS), once in place, will provide information to help target those areas where food security is most threatened. FIVIMS should also assist participating countries to anticipate disaster-relief efforts in the most appropriate manner possible, tailored carefully to local circumstances.

Finally, we are pleased to see that FAO’s Technical Cooperation Programme will be an integral part of FAO’s participation in agricultural recovery efforts. 

Alain PIERRET (France)

Monsieur le Président, la délégation française tient à s'associer aux intervenants précédents pour vous féliciter de votre élection à la Présidence du Conseil, comme aussi les vice-présidents et les membres du Comité de rédaction à la tête duquel se trouve le Portugal ami.  Les vues de l'Union européenne et de ses Etats membres ayant déjà été exprimées sur ce point 21 de l'ordre du jour, je bornerais mon propos à un commentaire spécifique.  Nous avons tous vu les images télévisées des désastres provoqués sur son passage en Amérique centrale par l'ouragan Mitch.  Nous avons entendu ce matin le Secrétaire d'Etat à l'agriculture et à l'élevage de la République du Honduras, détailler quelques aspects parmi les plus tragiques de la situation qui prévaut dans son pays.  Comme on sait, à travers ses départements d'Outre-mer, la France est présente dans la région Caraïbe.  Elle a été particulièrement affectée par le drame qui vient d'atteindre ces pays voisins.  Elle est aussitôt intervenue pour leur en venir en aide.  Le Gouvernement a dérouté vers la zone, le navire-école de sa Marine nationale.  La Jeanne d'Arc étant un porte hélicoptère se révélait tout à fait approprié pour apporter l'assistance requise avec ses appareils.  En liaison avec les organisations non-gouvernementales et le secteur privé des équipes de secours spécialisées, des moyens de purification de l'eau, du matériel sanitaire et des médicaments, des vivres ont été immédiatement envoyés à ces pays.  Compte tenu de la brièveté des délais, de la distance considérable, ce sont des quantités importantes qui ont été ainsi transportées.  Elles sont malheureusement dérisoires au regard des besoins.  Au cours de sa visite sur place,  il y a une semaine, le Président de la République a donc annoncé que la France annulait la dette de ces pays à son égard, dette évaluée à 650 millions de francs, soit environ 120 millions de dollars.  Il a, d'autre part, proposé que se tienne aussi rapidement que possible un Sommet mondial pour examiner les mesures à prendre en vue de la reconstruction de la région.

José ROBLES AGUILAR (México)

Queremos agradecer primero al Director General por haber sugerido la inclusión de este tema, para nosotros muy importante, así como el señor Regnier por la presentación de la información.

La tragedia que ha tenido lugar en Centroamérica por el huracán Mitch pone de manifiesto una vez más la vulnerabilidad de muchos países pobres que se enfrentan a situaciones climáticas adversas. Mi país como otros muchos han contribuido de una manera rápida y solidaria hacia esta región. Nosotros estimamos que Centroamérica requerirá de un esfuerzo sostenido, el proceso de rehabilitación y de desarrollo durará muchísimos años por lo cual pedimos que las actividades y las acciones que ahora se están emprendiendo hacia la región no disminuyan sino que se mantengan en el tiempo. La cuestión que nosotros pedimos a la FAO es que vigile; queremos también en este contexto reconocer la acción de la FAO así como la acción del PMA por su rapidez y por su eficiencia. Hay unos elementos que nosotros consideramos deben reforzarse particularmente por lo que se refiere a la alerta temprana y esta experiencia, señor Presidente, pone de manifiesto lo que se ha discutido mucho tanto aquí como en el PMA respecto a la importancia de la ayuda al desarrollo. Nosotros consideramos que la ayuda al desarrollo provea a todos los países de mejores mecanismos para enfrentar catástrofes de este tipo. La ayuda a la emergencia, desde luego, es una contribución muy valiosa pero consideramos que la ayuda al desarrollo reviste una importancia doble en el sentido de que fortalece a los países frente a estas situaciones. 

Finalmente, queremos reconocer la posición de algunos países que además de la ayuda de emergencia que han otorgado, han adoptado una actitud, que nosotros consideramos ejemplar y es la cancelación de la deuda externa. Un problema que pesa mucho sobre los hombros de estas poblaciones ya golpeadas por diferentes catástrofes.

 Juan NUIRY SANCHEZ (Cuba)

Quisiéramos comenzar subrayando uno de los párrafos leídos por Ecuador en nombre de nuestros países de América Latina y el Caribe, y cito: “En consecuencia se debe reforzar el sistema mundial de información y alerta y otros programas pertinentes para que en una acción conjunta y coordinada se continúe brindando apoyo para prevenir y contrarrestar los daños ocasionados por estos fenómenos así como proceder a la formulación de programas de reconstrucción del aparato productivo de los estados afectados”.

 Queremos destacar la clara, detallada y precisa declaración escuchada, al señor Regnier la cual agradecemos mucho; una introducción a este tema de plena actualidad, así como también agradecer a la FAO al haber introducido el tema en este Consejo.

Nos vamos a referir muy concretamente al huracán Mitch. Como indican los expertos en el tema este ha sido uno de los fenómenos meteorológicos más devastadores de la historia. La problemática de Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala y El Salvador nos obliga a tomar medidas urgentes para revertir esta situación. Miles de personas han muerto, otras miles ven amenazadas sus vidas a causa de epidemias y enfermedades que les azotan, los alimentos escasean y tenemos que tomar acción. Estos países necesitan apoyo, se ha considerado que los daños provocados retrasan sus economías en 20 años lo que sin duda es motivo de gran preocupación. Para reactivar la producción de alimentos en estos países se requieren tres fases: socorro, rehabilitación y desarrollo, pero para ello se necesitan recursos y acciones concretas y urgentes.

Cuba, país pobre y bloqueado, afectado recientemente también por un fenómeno meteorológico ha reaccionado ante la problemática de nuestros hermanos centroamericanos y estamos dispuestos a enviar de forma inmediata y gratuita 2000 médicos a Honduras y a Guatemala y a cualquier otro país afectado por el huracán para prestar servicios por tiempo indefinido en los lugares más apartados que carezcan de asistencia médica directa, trabajando en estrecha cooperación con los organismos internacionales de salud, médico del país y la red policlínica y hospitales nacionales. Como expresó nuestro ministro de relaciones exteriores en su visita a Honduras, también ofrecemos a estos países 500 becas al año para formar médicos en Cuba. Lógicamente condonamos la deuda que pudieran tener con nuestro país algunos de los países afectados, señor Presidente, y creo que el señor Regnier habló de este problema. Para tal efecto, con una propuesta muy concreta, proponemos que la FAO debe llevar a cabo un proyecto de semillas con la urgencia que requiere sembrar en este mes de noviembre, coincidiendo su ciclo de producción tal como tenemos información con la terminación de los productos existentes de la ayuda de emergencia y además brindar asistencia técnica especializada para la prevención y preparación para enfrentar situaciones de desastres naturales.

 Pedro Arturo SEVILLA (Honduras)

La realidad es que mis palabras de esta manaña eran específicas para agradecer a la FAO y a sus organizaciones por la ayuda humanitaria que nos dieron en el preciso momento que la necesitamos. La FAO ha actuado con rapidez ante la emergencia, su tarea principal será, sin embargo, mucho más importante en el futuro inmediato cuando los países afectados emprendamos la tarea y proyectos de rehabilitación y reconstrucción de la capacidad de producción agrícola. En ese sentido, las capacidades y experiencia de la FAO y su conocimiento de las realidades cada uno de los países, serán de gran utilidad en apoyo al esfuerzo internacional, multilateral o bilateral que se espera se concrete en la medida en que lo ameritan las consecuencias del desastre. Confiamos en que la FAO y los países donantes realicen un esfuerzo de coordinación para que la experiencia técnica de la Organización sea plenamente utilizada en la preparación y puesta en marcha de los proyectos de rehabilitación y reconstrucción de la capacidad productiva de la agricultura de Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala y El Salvador.

La ayuda del Programa Mundial de Alimentos a Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala y El Salvador ha sido estructurada en tres fases: primero, como mencionó el señor Representante de Cuba, la fase de emergencia inmediata, el PMA puso a disposición de los cuatro países afectados la existencia de alimentos de los proyectos que actualmente está realizando este organismo en estos países, lo que permitió atender de inmediato y de manera oportuna y urgente a las poblaciones más afectadas; segundo, aprobación de una operación regional de urgencia para las víctimas del huracán en los cuatro países, esta operación por un costo total del PMA de 58,4 millones de dólares permitiría atender a 1 125 000 personas durante un período de seis meses. Un apoyo decidido se ha recibido por parte de los Gobiernos de Canadá, Francia, Estados Unidos, Italia, Japón y se espera en los próximos días recibir otras contribuciones para la efectiva puesta en marcha de esta operación de urgencia; tercero, un documento para la rehabilitación y reconstrucción será presentado a la Junta Ejecutiva del Programa Mundial de Alimentos en su sesión de enero de 1999, un proyecto regional orientado a la rehabilitación y reconstrucción de los cuatro países afectados en el área.

Por último, el Fondo Internacional de Desarrollo Agrícola (FIDA) está revisando los programas existentes en los cuatro países de manera tal de ajustarlos a la situación cambiada por el huracán. En tal sentido se han reforzado los contratos introduciendo cambios que permitan favorecer los componentes de infraestructura social, autoconstrucción, energía eléctrica, puentes, caminos, agua, letrinas que impliquen obra completa de restructuración siempre con la filosofía participativa de inclusión de las municipalidades y beneficiarios de los proyectos en las zonas seriamente afectadas. Para los proyectos que están en discusión se han asignado 100 000 dólares adicionales. Para 1999 el FIDA tiene programados cinco proyectos nuevos: dos para Honduras, uno que estamos negociando casualmente a partir del día de mañana y que finalizaremos el jueves para ponerlo en proyecto en 1999; un proyecto para Nicaragua, otro para Guatemala y otro para El Salvador, por un total que oscila entre los 75 y 100  millones de dólares, de los cuales el FIDA incorporará elementos que permitan atender la nueva situación que se ha venido a crear como consecuencia del huracán Mitch. Se anunció que el Reino Unido creó un fondo multilateral de 10 millones de dólares para el servicio de la deuda de los países afectados y Dinamarca creó un fondo de apoyo a Honduras a través del BID. Así como mencioné nuestro agradecimiento esta mañana al Gobierno y pueblo de México, también quiero  agradecer en nombre de estos países afectados por el huracán Mitch, a los Gobiernos de Italia cuyo Ministro de Cooperación estuvo con nosotros la semana pasada; al Gobierno de España que con la presencia del Principe Felipe de Borbón y la condonación de la deuda externa a nuestros países, ha sido uno de los países que más nos ha ayudado; al Gobierno de Holanda igualmente por la condonación de la deuda externa; al Gobierno del Japón, en primer lugar, por los 2 mil millones de yenes que está aportando al PMA por la ayuda alimentaria y por toda la ayuda que su gobierno nos ha dado en la reconstrucción de puentes y carreteras; al Gobierno de Taiwán, que también nos ha ayudado como país donante; a Francia cuya ayuda, como lo mencionó su representante ha sido de gran valor y mucho más la visita personal del Presidente Chirac a nuestros países; Alemania, cuya Ministra de Cooperación Externa estuvo con nosotros y ha estado cooperando de manera valiosa en los cuatro países. También hemos tenido el apoyo y sugerencia de varios países para darnos el apoyo en el Club de París cuando tengamos que discutir lo de nuestra deuda externa. A Austria, Brasil y Cuba que también condonaron la deuda externa de nuestros países, a todos los hermanos sudamericanos, Argentina, Chile, Perú, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Brasil, que se hicieron presentes con ayudas de toda naturaleza, a la República Dominicana que aún azotada por el huracán George, nos ayudó en este preciso momento. A Australia y Nueva Zelandia que han ofrecido a través de su representante en nuestro país ayudarnos a rehacer nuestro hato ganadero, a los Estados Unidos especialmente por los 24,8 millones de dólares que está aportando al PMA y que también tuvimos la visita de la señora Primera Dama de la Nación, señora Clinton, de la señora De Gore esposa del Vice-presidente y del ex-Presidente George Bush quienes personalmente dieron el apoyo al pueblo y Gobierno de Honduras y de Centroamérica.

Con esto, yo quiero agradecer en nombre del doctor Mario de Franco, Ministro de Agricultura y Desarrollo Forestal de Nicaragua; del ingeniero Ricardo Quiñones, Ministro de Agricultura y Ganadería de El Salvador; del Licenciado Mariano Ventura, Ministro de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación de Guatemala; del doctor Esteban Brenes, Ministro de Agricultura y Ganadería de Costa Rica, y del ingeniero Manuel Miranda, Ministro de Agricultura y Desarrollo Agropecuario de Panamá y en el mío propio, de nuestros presidentes, de nuestros gobiernos, a todos los países del mundo que nos han dado la mano y que estén seguros que esa ayuda se va a tratar con las manos limpias, se va a tratar con toda sinceridad y con el cariño que todos ustedes nos han dado.

Ralph BOYCE (Barbados)

Let me first congratulate you and other officers on your elections and  commend the Director-General on his characteristic concern and initiative in having this very important agenda item brought before us. I regret that we are debating it so late in the afternoon and I was, in fact, tempted to request that we defer it until tomorrow but it occurred to me that, since it is so urgent and important, we cannot say that we want it to be done mañana.

I would like to thank FAO for the very rapid assistance to my colleagues in the Caribbean and also to thank the donor agencies for their very rapid assistance. I would also like to empathize with the Caribbean and Latin American countries which have been affected adversely: El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Belize (which has not been mentioned so much), Costa Rica, Jamaica, Mexico (which have been affected by one of the two hurricanes, either Georges or Mitch), Antigua and Barbuda, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti, St. Kitts and Nevis, and also our colleagues from the Asian countries, Bangladesh, China and so on who have been actually affected by one form of disaster or the other.

In the Caribbean we have a volcano going on in Montserrat. We have not mentioned it at all, I believe, because Montserrat is not a Member of this Organization but it is a very serious devastating natural disaster. An earthquake has driven a lot of people from the island and has had a very devastating affect on the agriculture in that country.

It seems to me, in spite of the very rapid responses, we need to further develop those systems for even more rapid response. For example, I noticed that some projects are still being considered by FAO some months after the disaster has taken place. It seems to me that there is a need, and I have suggested this before, for some standing fund which will be administered by a very small committee (a committee of two or one), the Director-General and perhaps the Head of the Regional Office in the countries involved and with very careful consultations with the governments so that there can be an even more rapid response than we currently have. Each time there is a disaster it seems as though we go and ask for contributions. I am not saying this should not be done, I know very often that people do not contribute until there is a disaster at hand, but it seems that we must find ways of  putting some systems in place for not only having a fund but perhaps stockpiling of equipment and so on and information under constant review which would help us to respond very, very rapidly to disasters that come.

My delegation also considers that with the “opportunity” presented by the disasters, we should try hard to reconstruct our agricultural systems in a way that we would not be so likely to have the kind of damage that we have had in the past. I know that sometimes certain things cannot be avoided but certainly in terms of drainage, in many of our countries, the systems can be improved and sometimes avoid the flooding that we sometimes had.

There are other matters relating to crops, livestock, fisheries, forestry which we could find ways and means of trying to avoid certain devastation in the future, for example, early warning systems and certain systems to sensitize the public. One of the problems we have in many of our countries is that the public very often do not believe that there is going to be a disaster. In Barbados we have a saying that God is a Barbadian so He is not going to be likely to damage His own country. I think lots of countries have that attitude, that we are not going to get hurt, it is not going to happen to us but it can really happen to almost any country. Who would have thought that Rome could have been so cold? I always had this view of Rome as being a very warm place and luckily I was told, “You had better come prepared” and I did come prepared and I am quite warm now but, in fact, who would of thought? So, there are certain things that you do not think can happen to your own country and countries that feel that it cannot happen to them, but it is gradually happening to all of us. This should inspire all of the countries to really contribute to the fund that the Barbados delegation is suggesting that we set up some sort of standing fund with money, equipment, airplanes, or at least access to them so that we could respond very quickly.

In some of our countries in terms of reconstruction, we need a lot of help with the legislation. I mentioned the World Trade Organization and wondered how I would fit that in. Certainly, as the countries grapple with a new arrangement in terms of trade and so on, if we can get that right it may in fact help our systems. We need a lot of help with actual legislation and with assistance and guidance in terms of developing countries having to treat with more developed countries in terms of trade and agricultural projects. If not, what will happen is that a lot of developed countries will come out on top even in a situation where the developing countries should, in fact, be prospering.

Take the whole question of subsidies, which is an issue that we know is a problem in that there is a rule against subsidies but some countries are subsidizing in a way that it does not look like subsidy. We have to get to understand some of those ways of doing things so that we can be within the law and still do what has to be done if our systems are going to improve. I am making the point that as we face disasters we must look at ways of restructuring in a way that would help us to be better off after the disaster than before, like rebuilding a city after a devastating fire.

Suharyo HUSEN (Indonesia)

After listening to the introduction on the matter by Mr Régnier, and after studying the document CL 115/INF 24, the Indonesian delegation welcomes the FAO initiative and such important information on FAO's response to lessen natural disasters.

It seems to my delegation that FAO is very concerned that the natural disasters occurred in Member Countries. This means that FAO will make every effort to help the suffering of people in those countries.

Based on this information, my delegation would like to associate itself with the FAO appeal to donors to assist those suffering countries in all regions.

Finally, my delegation appreciates and continues support to the FAO response in this matter in the future.

Ms Bongiwe NJOBE-MBULI (South Africa)

Whilst the Africa Group has not really had the opportunity to study the information provided in detail, I would like, in the capacity as Chair of the Group, to join in expressing deep-felt solidarity and moral support to all the countries which have recently experienced devastating consequences of natural disasters. We would like to commend FAO and the World Food Programme on their prompt response to the recent natural disasters and especially recognize the relevance of having this issue discussed at this level today.

Whilst these responses will deal to some extent with the immediate crisis, the longer-term strategy to avert the impact of the more fundamental damage done to the infrastructure and agricultural capacities of these countries requires our serious attention.

I would therefore like to encourage all who are able to respond to the disasters to do this within both contexts and to do so generously. The significance of the existence of capacity within FAO to respond in terms of using the TCP and its working partnerships, especially with the World Food Programme, demonstrates the importance of these instruments now and for the future.

Mohamed Said Mohamed Ali HARBI (Observer for Sudan) (Original language Arabic)

I am speaking as Chairman of the Group of 77 and on behalf of my delegation.

Our Council is meeting in its Hundred and Fifteenth Session, following a number of natural disasters in a number of continents in the southern hemisphere, covering the developing countries, and while the Council is meeting it is indeed a pleasure to see the Director-General throw his full weight behind these regions out of his belief in the role of the Organization as a specialized agency of the UN system mandated, according to its Constitution, to exert every effort to ensure food and agriculture for all peoples in the world.

The disasters in most of the countries in the disaster-stricken regions, e.g. Bangladesh and Sudan a few months ago and the countries of Central America, in particular El Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras and Guatemala about a month ago, have led to the flooding of their strategic stocks of cereals and to the flooding of cultivated areas. Most of the agricultural infrastructures have been destroyed, not to speak of the loss of lives and displacement of tens of thousands of people. The overall loss, as reported in the newspapers and mass media, in the agricultural sector alone is estimated to be over US$ four billion.

The donor countries have been forthcoming and generous in their pledges or in their direct support at bilateral levels. We have followed the situation here in FAO, and the Emergency and Relief Operations Division has made preparations to contribute to mitigating the consequences of those disasters before diseases spread and before the numbers of the poor and disadvantaged increase.

We look forward to FAO being the focal point for other specialized agencies active in this field and to being the centre of attraction of resources from donors and the donor community. There is no doubt in our mind that, through those joint efforts and through the cooperation of the international community, we will be able to overcome those crises in order to bring the smile back to the faces of the children who bear the brunt of the dire consequences of these disasters.

This is my first intervention and, at the beginning, I did not wholeheartedly congratulate you and your Vice-chairmen and the Chairman of the Drafting Committee for a well-deserved appointment. We also welcome Mr Régnier, the Assistant Director-General.  

We are certain that the Council will adopt serious and active-oriented recommendations that will be of interest to our peoples.

Ignacio TRUEBA JAINAGA (Observador de España)

En primer lugar, como es la primera intervención de la delegación española, quiero felicitarle y desearle grandes éxitos al frente de esta sesión 115o del Consejo, felicitación que hago extensiva también a los miembros del Comité de Redacción. Como país de la Unión Europea, quiero suscribir y apoyar la declaración que ha hecho la presidencia austríaca con anterioridad sobre este punto. Pero desearía hacer algunas consideraciones particulares centrando mi intervención en los daños provocados por el huracán Mitch.

Quisiera hacer una breve intervención sobre dicha catástrofe. Esta catástrofe ha supuesto en América Central y principalmente en cuatro países del grupo de América Latina, Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala y El Salvador, un asunto grave. Este argumento es particularmente difícil pensando en la seguridad alimentaria de estos países y no puede dejar indiferente a este Consejo. Por ello nos alegramos que pueda ser aquí tratado, circunstancia que sin duda podrá contribuir a paliar las graves consecuencias del huracán. Además de las pérdidas de vidas humanas, que siempre resulta la tragedia más grave, tenemos que lamentar la destrucción de una gran parte de los países afectados con infraestructuras que quedan en un estado parecido al que había hace veinte años, junto con la pérdida de las cosechas, y todo ello pone en peligro la seguridad alimentaria a corto y medio plazo. Según las informaciones que tenemos la primera cosecha que se podrá recoger será en el próximo mes de agosto o septiembre. Quisiera indicar que la tragedia del huracán Mitch ha sido sin duda el hecho que más ha conmovido a la opinión pública española, la movilización popular fue y esta siendo enorme. La población española ha sentido grandemente esta catástrofe y en este sentimiento ha participado también tanto el Gobierno Español como el Príncipe de España visitando estos países en los momentos difíciles.

La ayuda española se ha concretado en los siguientes puntos: una ayuda de emergencia de 11.6 millones de dólares con cargo al gobierno. Por otra parte, ayuda alimentaria bilateral a través del PMA por un importe de 7 millones de dólares. El envío de un barco del ejército español, el Galicia, con equipos de ingenieros, 1200 toneladas de ayuda de emergencia y tres helicópteros, la condonación de la deuda bilateral de Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala, El Salvador y Belize, un paquete de ayuda financiera exento de intereses por un importe de 117 millones de dólares. En total estamos hablando de cifras que se acercan a los 200 millones de dólares. Pero el panorama actual de los países hace que la ayuda inmediata no sea suficiente, como el Excelentísimo señor Ministro de Agricultura de Honduras ha declarado recientemente. Se hace necesaria la rehabilitación y el desarrollo, la rehabilitación de la capacidad productiva agrícola y ganadera de forma que la seguridad alimentaria a medio y largo plazo quede asegurada. Por ello alentamos a la FAO y a sus Países Miembros a proseguir sus trabajos, especialmente a través de su sistema de información y alerta de forma que no tengamos que lamentar otra vez daños similares en esa o en cualquier otra parte del mundo. Pero la actividad de la FAO y sus Países Miembros no debe de quedarse allí. En estos momentos se impone también la participación en la reconstrucción de las infraestructuras y la reconstrucción de la capacidad de producción, de modo que la población y la economía de estos países sufra lo menos posible.

Nuestro país desea también contribuir en esta segunda etapa y desde aquí mostramos nuestros deseos de que la seguridad alimentaria de estos países quede asegurada en el futuro. Quiero informar también que recientemente una misión conjunta de España y de la FAO, al amparo y en el desarrollo precisamente del proyecto de seguridad alimentaria con un presupuesto de 2 millones de dólares para esta zona, ha realizado sus trabajos en Nicaragua, en Honduras y en Guatemala, identificando proyectos y posibles soluciones de cara al futuro. 

Considero que la FAO, el PMA y el FIDA tienen una magnífica ocasión para trabajar juntos, para coordinar sus esfuerzos, no sólo en Roma sino en el campo, codo con codo con las administraciones públicas de los países afectados, las ONGs, los grupos sociales, los agricultores, los beneficiarios y los grupos meta. Esta ocasión no debe ser desperdiciada y el papel rector de la FAO debe hacerse notar.

Noel DE LUNA (Observer for the Philippines)

Coming from a country which experiences an average of  25 winds per year, of which four to five will be very destructive, the Philippine delegation would like to express its sympathies to other countries suffering from the same natural calamities as we do. 

We would also like to express our appreciation to the Director-General for adding this agenda item to our deliberations.

While we do appreciate the reactions made by the Secretariat to natural disasters like these, we believe that, based on our experience, preparations for such occurrences are much better than reacting to such occurrences. In this regard, we would like to commend the tremendous and heroic efforts exerted by the people and military of China in combatting what could have been a worse situation in the floods that ravaged them recently. It serves as an exemplary model of meeting natural disasters head on and in the spirit of self-reliance.

There is very little that the Secretariat can do in reacting to a natural disaster such as what struck China, Bangladesh and Central America. Technical Cooperation Programmes are dwindling and they are limited to around US$250 000, literally, a teeny weeny drop in the bucket of a hurricane. Provision for vegetable seeds and tools will take a long time to germinate. We believe that the usefulness of this Organization, as far as natural disasters are concerned, is that whenever it sends out investment missions to make a project preparation, the natural element should also be fitted in the project appraisal, proposal and design. In this way, the FAO projects being executed, aside from meeting the requirements of gender, vulnerable poorest of the poor, environmental and other variables, should also be able to withstand the natural calamity or prevent losses out of a potential natural calamity.

Finally, we share in the sentiments that the Organization should play a more active role  and coordinate better with other international organizations in the immediate reaction to a natural disaster.

Tran MINH QUOC (Observer for Vietnam)

First, I would like to take this opportunity to express once again the deep sympathy and support of the Vietnamese Government and people for the government and peoples of the Central America countries that were hit by Hurricane Mitch, as well as other countries which have suffered natural calamities. 

We also express high appreciation for the initiative of the Director-General of FAO in including this item on our agenda, and also we commend the Secretariat and efforts made by Mr Régnier for the report that has been presented to us.

We wish that the people of those stricken countries will make extraordinary efforts and also enjoy large international assistance in overcoming the aftermath of the disasters. As a frequent victim of national calamities ourselves, we understand that the full damage and destruction caused to material and human lives can hardly be fully measured in a short time and it will take decades for a full recovery. That is why we support the appeal of the regional countries for stronger coordination between FAO and other organizations such as WFP, IFAD and others in solving the aftermath. We support the call for stronger linkages between the provision of emergency aid and the implementation of projects which ensure a longer-term solution of disaster consequences.

CHAIRMAN

This should conclude our discussion on this item and we thank Mr Régnier for his introduction and all the Members that have made their intervention.

Meeting rose at 18.45 hours
La séance est levée à 18 h 45
Se levanta la sesión a las 18.45 horas
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