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Editorial

HEY GUYS, welcome to Issue three of Switch Magazine!

First of all, a huge thanks to everyone who came to the launch of our last issue. We hope you had as much fun as we did rocking out at The Courthouse to local band The Universal as well as Izzy Losi and Kyle Taylor. You can see some of the photos from the launch on page 32.

Since then we’ve been hard at work bringing you a brand spanking new mag filled with some awesome articles. This issue we’ve got an interview with local rock band The Shanghai Times, tales from India and Denmark, some poetry from up and coming writers as well as the usual reviews, hidden secrets, rant and yummy recipes. If you have any ideas for stories, reviews or

any other literary works of genius and you want to submit, don’t hesitate to send us an email at switchmagazine@hotmail.com or youthcan@geelongcity.vic.gov.au. We also have a Facebook page now, so like us at Switch Magazine Geelong and we’ll keep you informed of all the cool stuff that’s going on at Switch. We’d also like to welcome some new members to the editorial team as well as thank Cr Jan Farrell and the amazing Mardi Janetzki for their ongoing support, guidance and encouragement.

Enjoy, The Switch Team

Marriage Equality
Zakary Testa

In a world intent on preaching the need to be kind and the need for everyone to be equal, society sure does a wonderful job of shooting that notion down…
From the moment we step foot inside a school, from the second we begin to make friends, the idea that the person next to you is no different from you is drilled into us.

It’s true. The person next to you, no matter who they are, is the same as you. They feel the same as you. They smile. They laugh. They hurt. They cry. They dream. They aspire. They

inspire. They fear. They live. Just like you do.

Why, then is gay marriage still banned under Australian law?? Why are GLBTI people still discriminated against in 2013?” 

If you are someone who shares the ignorant, naïve, senseless view that homosexuals should be excluded from the basic human right to marriage, it’s time to wake up from your six-decade

sleep. It’s time to stop bathing in your own foolishness, and it’s time to break away from the views that should have been exterminated by now. It’s time to grow up.

Sometimes at night I find myself with nothing but my thoughts to keep me entertained. My mind wanders towards the discrimination African-American people had to contend with up until the

70’s. I think about how Martin Luther King saved thousands of lives and changed the living conditions for millions of people across America and throughout the world. I think about how Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white man during the most violent period of the racial disputes.
However, what I think about most is that people can now look back and laugh at the utter ignorance so many white people showed throughout the darkest period in American history.

It fills me with joy that the dream of one man sparked a global change. And now, over 50 years after King delivered his famous speech in front of 250,000 human rights activists in Washington

D.C, I have a dream that one day we, as a society, will look back upon those who harboured negative attitudes towards homosexuals and we will laugh at just how wrong they were.

This is my plea to you: fight for the homosexuals of the world, because sexual preference does not reflect character and it does not define a person. Fight for the people who have had their rights stolen. Don’t harbour hatred. Change. Be Better. Please.

I have no doubt that one day this issue will be resolved. One day, homosexuals will be allowed to marry under the Constitution. Make no mistake, be under no illusion: it will change.

Homosexuals are people just like you are. They love just like you do.
Open your eyes.

What I love most
Lachlan Morrow

The wind rushes past me as I fly down the hill, feeling as if I’m floating. The thrill is overwhelming as I pick up speed, the spinning wheels carrying me effortlessly down the decline. I live for this moment, the moment when nothing else matters – when it’s just me, the bike and the road. I race past the houses, sheds and factories of suburbia and out to the paddocks and fresh air of the country – wide open roads and brilliant scenery. Cycling is my passion – my bike, my most treasured possession – and my favourite thing to do is to get out and ride. There

is nothing I love more than the freedom and exhilaration cycling gives me. I particularly love the cycling paths on offer in and around Geelong. Tracks such as the Bellarine Rail Trail and the Barwon River path are some of my favourites. It is in these places that I exercise my passion and enjoy what I love to do most – ride.
[image: image1.emf]
The Universal
Tex Miller

HAVING toured around the country in support of their latest EP Thrill House in August last year, the boys are about to release the next single. Combining jangly guitars, sharp haircuts and energetic beats, their live show is one crazy affair full of shenanigans. They’ve also achieved national airplay on Triple J and Rage with their song ‘Sexual Intellectual’. I recently got the chance to sit down with lead singer Evan Jones to talk about the band, their latest EP and The Beatles.

Having recently played a whole bunch of gigs, The Universal are about to release their latest single ‘Frightened’ and hope to tour along the east coast in the upcoming months. The writing process, as Evan relates, hasn’t changed a lot with the recording of their latest material. However, as half of the band is trained in sound production and audio engineering, the recording of the EP was easier than going into the studio with an actual producer. 
“Blair and Isaac have both studied audio engineering so they had a good grasp on the technical side of things,” Jones said.

“We didn’t necessarily have to book out studio time and we acquired a whole bunch of gear and recorded in our rehearsal space over one weekend which I think may have been the hottest days of all time.”

Like many bands before him, Evan’s guitar playing and song writing has been influenced by the sixties rock scene. Listening to the likes of Cream and The Rolling Stones at a friend’s house, it was Evan’s love affair with The Beatles that would inspire him to pick up the guitar.

“It wasn’t that George Harrison was the best guitarist, it was that I wanted to be involved in music and make my mark,” he said.

“I told my mum that I wanted to play guitar and eventually I got an acoustic guitar and it all snowballed from there really.” Struggling to pinpoint what his favourite Beatles album is, Evan finally takes comfort in talking about Abbey Road, which was most notable for the songs ‘Come Together’, ‘I Want You (She’s So Heavy)’ and ‘Octopus’s Garden’.

[image: image2.emf]“I think I have always been a McCartney fan – although I do love John Lennon’s song writing. I don’t think you can go past ‘The Suite’ on side two of Abbey Road,” he said. “I love how all the song’s segue into each other and it’s just simply brilliant.” 2013 is sure to be a hectic year again for The Universal, so be sure to catch them whilst you can.

Izzi Losi
Tex Miller

IZZY Losi has always strived to reach out to people with her songs and despite having a hard personal journey with music during high school, she has proved them all wrong with her latest release, Outlast The Storm. Partly funded through a scholarship courtesy of Queenscliff Music Festival, the result is an outstanding EP that really showcases the development of her music

despite the hard times.

“At school, I was never put in the spotlight with my music, I was told that my voice wasn’t strong enough and bullied by the teachers and really felt like I didn’t belong there. Getting out of the school environment and into the real world really helped with my development as a musician. Winning the scholarship gave a great sense of achievement and was recognition for all of the hard work and effort I put into my music,” Losi said.
One of the standout tracks of the EP is, ‘Dream Breaker’, which combines both beautiful instrumentation and emotional heartfelt lyrics. Originally written on guitar, whilst Losi was trying to branch out and learn different instruments, the struggle was in the transposition from guitar

to piano.

“It was written in my second year at university and I was getting some guitar lessons. I had learnt a few chords and the lyrics and the chords just seemed to flow naturally. It’s great to get constant feedback from fans, because it’s a very personal song for me,” Losi said.

With a diverse range of influences on her music, including Missy Higgins, Sara Bareilles and Kate Miller-Heidke, the ways in which Losi writes songs are few and far between. Although there is no one particular way to write a song, Izzy tends to write towards a particular topic.

“These days, I tend to have a particular theme in mind about what I’m going to write about,

because sometimes lyrics don’t come as easy if you don’t know what you want to say,” Losi said.

No matter how many records are sold, the money isn’t the main motivation for Izzy’s music career. While awards and being recognized is a nice reward for all the hard work that is put into her music, success is having the ability to be able to empower someone through your own music.

“To have someone connect with your music means that somebody’s soul has taken in the words that you have written and has felt touched by it,” Losi said.

“I don’t have to play a million notes to get across what I am feeling, and I don’t have to write the most complicated chord structures around. To write something to express how I am feeling is success enough. It can’t be rushed and it really has to be special.”

After gaining a following in Geelong and its surrounds over the past few years, the future seems bright for Izzy Losi. Previously limited by the high price of production in creating an LP, Losi finally feels that she is ready to put her music into the art form of a debut album.

“To be able to step it up a notch from Outlast The Storm will be a great achievement, and I can’t wait to get out and play more gigs to as many people as possible.”

Outlast The Storm is available through iTunes, but to keep updated visit her Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/IZZYstartshere
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The Shanghai Times
Zakary Testa

PERHAPS the key to becoming a successful band is the passion and desire to succeed and to entertain at the highest level. For The Shanghai Times, this was a notion not lost on the five individuals that make up the Geelong band. 
After forming in mid-2009, The Shanghai Times have taken the regional music scene by storm

with their “modern spin on classic rock”.

Starting out as a little-known rock band, they have quickly raised their profile and built a very solid fan base. Darren Hardy fronts the band on lead vocals, Ash Pye on lead guitar, Kya Knights on bass guitar, Steve Robinson on drums and Jake Epiphone plays rhythm guitar and acts as the entertainer, insisting that, “when you come to see [The Shanghai Times], we don’t just play music, we put on a show”. It doesn’t take long to see the connections that the members of the band have formed, and their love for music is evident, saying that “music is a great network to meet new people”. Practicing consistently once a week, and more frequently

before gigs, it is obvious that the band’s desires to improve and be great are the things that set

them apart from the rest.

The Shanghai Times have been doing their thing on stages all around regional Victoria, and even ventured to South Australia earlier in the year. The band’s debut album tour started in early December and went right through to late February with several pit stops at Melbourne and Adelaide in between.

“The highlight of the current tour was playing with bands such as ‘EMPRA’, ‘Lipsmack and

joining ‘Hailmary’ from Perth for a series of shows through Victoria, concluding with the

recording of a new Channel 31 TV show called ‘Basement Apes Live’ last week.“

In the few years the band has been doing the rounds, success hasn’t been too far from the

doorstep. ‘Bullet Train’, ‘Come At Me’ and ‘Antagonist’ all made the top 10 on Triple J’s Unearthed in 2012. Along with that, their songs are also being played on 26 radio stations

worldwide, including digital and community radio stations alike.

The Shanghai Times have a reputation for putting on some of the greatest live shows, stating, “even if you come to see us and our music isn’t your sort of thing – you will be entertained”.

The most recurring notion throughout the interview was the band’s desire to entertain, and if they finish a gig and the crowd is entertained, then they will consider it a success. However, if they feel as if they are lacking in an area they will work feverishly to sort it out.

When asked about what influences The Shanghai Times, the members were quick to mention that “each person contributes to the band in different ways and each are influenced by different things.” It was clear, however, that their love of music wasn’t a spur of the moment thing, and

that music had always been there no matter what. With influences from post-hardcore band Thursday, Nirvana, Pearl Jam and Rise Against amongst many others it’s no surprise then, that The Shanghai Times are a grunge rock band.

Being a local band, the people of Geelong have rallied behind the rock enthusiasts, but what do they think of Geelong’s music scene? 

“A lot of interstate and international artists are performing consistently at Geelong’s doorstep, but people need to get out more. Everyone is complaining that the Geelong music scene is

dead yet they’re not doing anything to rectify it. We urge people to go out at least once, not necessarily to see us, but to see music in Geelong – you will be surprised.”
The Shanghai Times also expressed Geelong’s need for more youth-based events such as all-aged music gigs.

“The youth of Geelong need to see more bands and Geelong needs to assist them by providing and maintaining gigs on a monthly basis. It’s essential for Geelong that young people turn out in force to support local bands.”

After successfully completing their debut album tour over the past couple of months, the band is now having a few weeks away from the music scene before returning as passionate as ever. All this begs the question, what lies in store for The Shanghai Times?

“We will be working on a new album throughout the year that will be released at some stage in 2014, and hope to have a video clip done in the next few months.”

After receiving commercial radio exposure on major Perth radio station 96FM, the desire to receive Triple J commercial exposure is now burning deep within the bands goals. The band would move towards music “that isn’t as emotionally heavy and create a fun album that would show a different side to the band that people may not have seen before”, said Hardy.

With their unique modern spin on classical rock, The Shanghai Times are leaving a substantial

[image: image5.emf][image: image6.emf]mark on the Australian rock industry and insist that their best is yet to come. In their words, “they will leave no stone unturned” in their collective pursuit for excellence.

News Years Revolution
Tex Miller

FOR those that haven’t caught up with the buzz of New Year’s Revolution yet, you must be living under a rock. Courthouse ARTS (Corner of Gheringhap and Little Malop street) was turned into a sea of colour in the first weekend of February for the second annual festival. Over the weekend, New Year’s Revolution showcased heaps of local talent from all around the Geelong region.
Kicking off on the Friday night with Big Gold Chain out on the deck, the warm weather combined with the soulful and groovy tunes, made for a great start to the night. There was a diverse range of acts including softer moments produced by young acoustic troubadour Jamie Pye. Diamonds Emcee also showed that he was a force to be reckoned with in the local hip-hop scene. As the night progressed it was easy to see that the Geelong music scene is definitely not short on talent.
The headliner for the Friday night program was Izzy Losi and the Auracles, whose piano rock numbers, illuminated a cheerful vibe to the audience. Playing tracks off their newly released EP Outlast the Storm, their performance included the standout tracks ‘Dreambreaker’ and ‘Running’. One of the greatest acts of the Saturday program was the Guitar Slingers concert, which featured talented locals Jamie Pye, Jack Wright and Daniel Champagne, who has most recently toured Canada and the US.
The technical prowess that each guitarist possessed led to a special moment where the musicians talked about their music and their influences, before playing a song or two. If you weren’t there, you missed out on seeing the next generation of the Australian blues and roots scene! The driveway stage showcased some of the best Indie rock acts around the region and featured acts such as Genghis Can’t Swim and The Shanghai Times.
Closing the festival was A Conversation in the Key of… which featured Vika and Linda Bull. Their performance was a great way to end a fantastic weekend of live music in Geelong. See you for the next New Years Revolution in 2014!
For more gigs and events happening at Courthouse ARTS visit their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/courthousearts
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Get Checked!
Talia Rinaldo

For most of us, summer loving is an Aussie ritual – long sunny days spent at the beach with friends and ice cream is simply part of basking in the holiday season! But pushing aside the fun, your skin probably doesn’t enjoy the summer months quite as much. With the past few months reaching scorching temperatures, the UV rays have been at extremes – causing more damage to your skin. The truth is the sun just isn’t safe and getting your skin checked is the smartest, most responsible decision you can make for yourself.

Cancer Council Australia has found that between 95 and 99 per cent of skin cancer in Australia is caused by exposure to the sun, with two out of every three Australians developing skin cancer at least once in their lifetime. Melanoma is the third most common cancer in Australian men and women aged 15-44 years.

The benefits of a skin check are just too good to ignore – the sooner skin cancer is identified

and treated, there is a better chance of avoiding surgery or even more serious outcomes,

including death. 

In 2008, there were more than 1800 deaths from melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancer; it could easily be you this year. Your doctor will just check your skin and inspect any suspicious spots, asking the necessary questions regarding your activity in the sun. It takes no time at all and most places bulk bill, so just bring your Medicare card along with you and it’s free! Check

ups are recommended once a year to make sure nothing has developed, unless your doctor

advises otherwise. That’s one day out of 356 – not a bad price to pay for your health.

If this isn’t persuasive enough for you, then at least become familiar with your skin. Know your body so you can notice any changes that may suggest skin cancer. This includes any sores that fail to heal, freckles and moles that change in shape, size and colour, red or pale small lumps and any new spots. These are your warning signs so don’t ignore them. Booking into a skin cancer clinic might seem scary and you may not think its even necessary, but trust me, it’s easy and definitely worth it.

The best place in Geelong to get checked is at Qutis Skin Check Clinic, Geelong’s only general practice based skin check clinic. This means all you need to do is make an appointment with them first, no doctor appointments necessary. However, any general doctor’s clinic can perform these checks as well.

For more information and statistics visit the Cancer Council Australia website at www.cancer.org.au.

Career Profile: Fashion Designer
Jessica Dickers

Do you have a keen eye for fashion? Do you make your own clothes or spend your days sketching designs of beautiful flowing dresses? Know your Louis Vuitton from your Valentino? Then maybe a career as a fashion designer is for you.

Fashion designers create the stunning clothes you see on the runways and in magazines. They set trends in clothing and accessories and help to produce the items that we buy in stores.

The fashion world is very competitive, so it’s useful to get as much experience as possible in order to get your foot in the door. A career in this coveted industry requires talent, persistence and a love of all things fashion.

It may seem like the most glamorous job in the world, but being a designer requires a lot of hard work and dedication. You need to have skills in design and drawing, as well as technical production knowledge such as sewing, beading and pattern making. It is also important to have a good knowledge of the fashion world and the marketing side of the business, so you can understand what your consumers want to buy.

Fashion is a billion-dollar industry and offers opportunities to work all over the world. There are

‘in-house’ designers who work for companies that own the designs, or freelance designers who create their own labels and sell them to other companies or in their own stores. Designers can

work as part of a team or on their own.

There are many different areas of fashion you can pursue depending on your interests, including highend fashion, street wear, accessories and bridal.

Formal education isn’t required to become a designer, but many institutions offer courses where you can learn everything you need to know. A fashion degree is helpful in teaching you skills

and building up a portfolio, while also allowing you to meet people in the industry. Most courses take three to four years and students often have the opportunity to host their own runway shows, meet buyers and even travel.

The Gordon Tafe in Geelong offers a few fashion courses including:

• Diploma of Applied Fashion Design and Technology

• Advanced Diploma of Fashion and Textile Merchandising

RMIT in Melbourne offers:

• Bachelor of Design (Fashion)

• Associate Degree in Fashion Design and Technology 
The Melbourne Fashion Institute (MFI) offers:

• Certificate in Fashion Design

The best thing to do if you want to become a designer is to start building a portfolio of your work. This can be a book of sketches, designs, fabrics, ideas and photos of garments you’ve made.

In competitive industries like fashion, internships are often the best way to meet people that may help you score a job in the future. You will have to start at the bottom, but being in a workplace environment will allow you to gain experience and learn the skills needed to become a fashion designer.

For more information of courses go to:

www.thegordon.edu.au

www.rmit.edu.au

www.melbournefashion
institute. com.au
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Dish Cafe
Jessica Dickers

Decked out in mismatched chairs, stacks of old books and statues of flamingos, Dish Café and its funky décor is the perfect place to grab a coffee and a bite to eat. Located in Little Malop Street, opposite Beav’s Bar, Dish Café has a modern but cosy vibe and serves up delicious fresh meals for whatever mood you’re in.

I ordered the beef burger and a mixed berry smoothie. The beef burger was a humungous

burger with a homemade beef patty, salad, bacon, cheese and house chutney served with

chunky chips. Just writing this is making my mouth water. The burger did not disappoint and

the smoothie was fresh and fruity. My lunch companion ordered the red Thai curry with white rice, which was one of the specials for the day. After sneaking a bite, I found the curry to be very flavoursome and the perfect meal for a chilly day. Our coffees were also delicious and all up the

food was very reasonably priced- $14.50 for the burger and $10 for the curry.

Besides my mouth watering burger, the menu includes extensive breakfast and lunch options where salads, sandwiches, toasted Turkish melts, soups, curries, pies and lasagne are just a few of the appetizing meals to choose from. There is also the usual selection of tasty sweets in the display windows and Dish Café pride themselves on being vegan and gluten free friendly.

When you walk in you can’t help but direct your eyes to the awesome pictures on the walls of Melbourne’s graffiti covered streets that are visually stunning. 
Dish certainly has an eye for detail- with their large bookshelves housing all sorts of knick- nacks, displays of singular roses on each table and coffees served with antique looking spoons. I even spied an old school naughts and crosses board, further adding to the relaxed but quirky atmosphere.

Dish Café has the feeling of openness as the set up allows you to sit by the wide-open windows and watch people walk by, or bring a large group and dine on the long communal tables. However, it somehow also manages to let you have your own space, as the walls are arranged to make it feel like it’s split into three separate areas. Towards the back you can also see part of the kitchen with a large grill and dozens of huge pots- an open invitation to see your food being prepared to perfection.

The staff were very friendly and greeted everyone who came in and made sure we were enjoying our meal. I got there around 11am on a weekday where there was only a few people there but as noon rolled around enthusiastic regulars started lining up to get their coffee fix. So if you’re in town and your stomach is growling or if you are in need of your morning coffee, pop

[image: image10.emf][image: image11.emf]into Dish Café and enjoy some lovely food in a quirky yet relaxed atmosphere.
Dish Café can be found at...66 Little Malop Street, Geelong

Ph: (03) 5229 2814 - Mon- Fri: 7.30am-5.30pm, Saturday: 9am-2pm, Sunday: Closed
Eclectica
Amanda Sherring
As soon as you set foot into this wondrous store right in the heart of Pakington St, you can’t help but feel as if you’ve stepped into a giant treasure trove.

Staying true to its name, Eclectica sells wares from a diverse range of sources, satisfying the taste of customers from all corners of the globe. With products ranging from book ends to wallets, you’ll even be able to find a present for that seriously hard to buy for friend – and let’s face it, we all have one of those.

Never failing at having a well-stocked store, Eclectica is one of those places that you can easily spend hours in, if not just to chat to the lovely storeowner Amanda. After almost three years running Eclectica it’s clear that the store is still her pride and joy, and if she has her way she won’t be going anywhere. Also a part-time jewellery maker, Amanda sells her creative pieces in

her store and for something that’s handmade they are at an excellent price. Switch had a chat to Amanda about her jewellery making and where she gets her goodies.

What did you do before Eclectica?

Amanda: I studied fashion fresh out of school, then had a costume jewellery shop in town for eight years called Amanda Jane. After that I took off in a campervan and settled in Queensland for 3 years, working in an art gallery. Then I came home to Victoria to open Eclectica.

What advice would you give to your younger self as you were first starting out?

Talk to lots of people about business, location and product knowledge. Be passionate about what you do and network with peers. Don't jump in.... think.

What makes your shop unique?

The diversity and hand-picked products. It’s colour fussy, textural, small and homely.

How do you source the products in your store?

Internet and trade fairs. Also a few local crafters (including my mother).
What’s the best thing you’ve heard someone say of the store?
"When I get a house I want it to look just like this shop", overheard out the front of the shop. My house looks like my shop – that's why I opened it in the first place. People always enjoy it.

We’ve seen you sell your own jewellery – how did you get into jewellery making?

I started jewellery making at about 14 when I found my dad’s pliers, some metal and beads. I taught myself and sold them for $5 a pair in my mum’s gift shop and it all snowballed from there.

Where do you get your inspiration for your jewellery making?

My head... It's a pretty crazy place. I usually get my best results out of mistakes. Sometimes I make half a necklace, don't like it, put it down for six months and then I pick it up and finish it

a different way. I never put creative pressure on myself. I get inspired by colour, texture

and sunshine. I am very tactile and am enjoying using textiles at the moment.

What’s your three favourite pieces in the store?

The wire Ferris wheel, the vintage crystal pieces and any of the cotton clothing.

Do you ever get attached to some of your products that you sell (Do you find it hard to then sell them)?

[image: image12.emf][image: image13.emf]Oh yes, I hate parting with some things. But if I truly love it, I get two – one for shop and one for me – but there is only so much I can have. Seeing happy customers with their new purchase makes me happy. So prepare for a sensory overload as you take a whiff of the aromatic candles that lay open and touch the array of lush blankets, silky scarves and smooth leathery handbags, all whilst listening to the hustle and bustle that is Pakington St.
Eclectica can be found at.... 148 Pakington St, Geelong West Open Mon-Sat 10am – 5pm
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Pizza Bar
Amanda Sherring

It’s time that you forget what you know about pizza and embrace what Pizza Bar has to offer. With a twist on the classics and a bundle of new creations, Pizza Bar will make pizza aficionados question everything they know and love about their favourite pizza.

With pizzas made with love and from the best ingredients it’s no wonder that Pizza Bar is arguably the most popular restaurant on Pakington St. On an average visit customers can

expect prompt and attentive service and excellent cuisines placed on their table.

Instead of the usual sweaty pizza restaurant that we’re all accustomed to, Pizza Bar has created a unique atmosphere that is like something you’d see lining the laneways in Melbourne. With old books stacked in the bookcase, a wood block feature light and colourful (and super comfy) seat cushions lining the communal bench table, it’s definitely a welcome change. Customers have the option to sit outside and observe the traffic of Pakington St or they can sit inside and be heated by the large wood oven and watch the creators at work.

If you’re up for something a little bit unique, there are also a variety of dessert pizzas that you can munch on after your main meal. Although it may sound odd having chocolate on a pizza, they are actually that delicious that you’ll wondering why they are not made everywhere.

As well as functioning as a trendy restaurant, Pizza Bar has a separate bar room that’s perfect for after-work drinks. Located a few stores down, Bar Pizza has exactly the same vibe as the restaurant but serves as a great addition to the nightlife on Pakington St. Occasionally the bar has live music playing and patrons have the option of having a slice of pizza with their drink.

With such an array of ingredients that top each pizza there may be something you aren’t sure of, but thankfully, the wait staff are well versed in every vegetable and fish variety you can throw at them. If there just so happens to be something on the pizza that you aren’t keen on, they are very accommodating in altering it for you.

If you’re feeling a little bit adventurous there are plenty of varieties of pizzas to choose. Some of them have some surprising ingredients like aubergine, bocconcini, gorgonzola and even lilliput

capers so you’re bound to discover a new delicious ingredient that you’ve never tasted before.

So if you’re sick of the greasy mess inside your cardboard box then pay a visit to Pizza Bar and discover just how healthy and delicious pizzas can really be.
Pizza Bar can be found at... 137 Pakington St, Geelong West Open daily from 12pm till late.
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Café at Home
Fettuccine Carbonara
Ingredients:

200gms fettucine pasta

1 rasher of bacon, chopped

1/2 cup tasty cheese

1/3 cup cream

Pinch of paprika salt and pepper to taste.

Method

1. Bring a large saucepan of water to the boil, add spaghetti and cook for approximately 12 minutes, or until soft enough to cut.

2. Heat a medium sized frypan with about 1 tbsp of oil. Add the bacon for a few minutes until

golden brown.

3. Add cream and cheese, simmer mixture until cheese is melted.

4. Season sauce with paprika, salt and pepper.

5. Drain cooked pasta and add to the sauce. Then serve and enjoy!

NOTE: If you want an allergy free Carbonara, you can substitute cream for lactose free cream

or soy products, gluten free pasta is available and goats cheese is low allergen.
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2012 Sports in Review
Zakary Testa

2012 will be remembered as a year that forever changed the sporting landscape; a year that saw triumph and tragedy on a global scale. It was an Olympic year that reminded the world of America’s dominance, that China were a force to be reckoned with and Australia were still a mile off the leading pack. From the great heights to the terrifying lows, sport in 2012 had just about everything.

Every fourth year in sport is hallmarked by one event: the Olympic Games. The global celebration that comprises the world’s best athletes was held in London in 2012, and turned

out to be one of the greatest Olympic Games ever seen in its 116 year history.

The US triumphed with 104 medals, 46 of them gold, and eclipsed the Chinese for the first time since Athens in 2004. During the Games, US swimmer Michael Phelps became the most decorated Olympian of all time, bagging his 22nd medal. Women’s boxing was included for the first time in Games’ history, and thus it became the first Olympics to have female competitors in every event.

While America soared and China sizzled, Australia struggled. The Australian athletes managed to bag just seven gold medals, the lowest gold medal count by an Australian team since the Seoul Games in 1988, and ranked 10th for the first time in 24 years. There were some shining lights for the Aussies, however, as Sally Pearson avenged her 2010 Commonwealth Games

false start tragedy with gold in the 100m hurdles, edging out her American rival by two one-hundredths of a second. Anna Meares qualified for the cycling sprint final where she beat fierce rival and local hero Victoria Pendleton to take gold.

Tennis was a massive hit, as supporters observed tennis at a standard rarely witnessed before now. A type of cut-throat tennis that was unfathomable 20 years ago was now available for the

world to see.

Novak Djokovic’s dominance in 2011 looked set to continue in 2012 when he won the year’s first Grand Slam; the Australian Open, in a blockbuster five set, five and a half hour final against Rafael Nadal.It wasn’t to be, however, as Nadal won the French (albeit controversially), Federer won his 17th career Grand Slam at Wimbledon and Andy Murray finally broke through to win his

first major at the US Open.

In women’s tennis Victoria Azarenka took the Australian open, Maria Sharapova claimed the French title and Serena Williams won her 14th and 15th Grand Slam titles with victories at Wimbledon and the US Open. Williams is currently the sixth greatest female tennis player ever in terms of Grand Slam wins.

The 2012 Tour de France was taken out by British cyclist Bradley Wiggins, while the 2011 Tour champion from Australia, Cadel Evans, succumbed to illness and finished in fifth place.

Cycling in 2012 was marred with controversy, however, as seven time Tour de France winner

Lance Armstrong was found guilty of doping. Armstrong’s penalties were severe; he was stripped of his seven titles and banned from events where money can be won for the remainder of his life.

Soccer also played a major role in 2012 and showed why it truly is the most celebrated sport in the world.

The final day of the English Premier League season was like something from a fairy tale; Manchester City with one hand on the title, Manchester United snapping at their heels. A Manchester City win against cellar dwellers Queens Park Rangers secured their first title

success in English Football for 45 years, but they didn’t make it easy for themselves. QPR

striker Joey Barton got a red card, which many say was the turning point. QPR led 2-1 after 90 minutes, but let in two late goals from Manchester City, which saw them step out of the shadow of their crosstown rivals and be crowned the champions.

The greatest player of the year was Argentinian striker Lionel Messi. Messi, playing for Barcelona in La Liga, netted 91 goals for the year - the most ever recorded - which solidified his name at the very top of world football.

The AFL season culminated in a Sydney Swans premiership, where they defeated Hawthorn by 10 points in a stunning seesawing affair. Jobe Watson of the Essendon Football Club received the Brownlow Medal with 30 votes, Jack Riewoldt (Richmond) won the Coleman Medal for the most goals kicked, Gary Ablett (Gold Coast) won the Leigh Matthews medal for the most valuable player while Ryan O’Keefe (Sydney) was voted best on ground in the Grand Final and awarded with the Norm Smith medal.

In the National Football League it was the New York Giants who prevailed over the New England Patriots in Super Bowl XLVI 21-17.

Melbourne Storm put years of salary cap cheating behind them to claim the 2012 NRL Grand Final against the Canterbury Bulldogs while Ben Barba was awarded the Dally M medal for the

league’s best player.

There are not many superlatives that would do justice to the quality of sport observed in 2012.

From arguably the greatest Olympics ever, to the powerful tennis display put on by the world’s greatest athletes and Bradley Wiggins riding to victory on the Champs-Élysées; sport in 2012 had just about everything.

Greatest sporting moment of 2012:

Final day of the EPL season: Manchester City champions

Greatest sporting athlete in 2012: Lionel Messi (Barcelona)

Greatest sporting team in 2012: Miami Heat (NBA)
India
Cassie Santoro

My greatest struggle as I began writing about India was trying to capture every thought, feeling, experience and powerful emotion into the short word limit I was given. The two weeks I spent with World Vision India in June 2012 were nothing short of amazing. When you discuss the incredibly warm-hearted people I met, the selfless and amazing work that they do and then situate yourself in the most contradictory country in the world, a word limit suddenly errs on the impossible side. So, instead of attempting to jam all my experiences during these two weeks into this article, I decided that I would like to share just one powerful story about one of the incredibly inspiring people I met when I was in India.

As we started to near the end of the two week program, we travelled up north to visit our final community. Once again, as we arrived a scene of complete excitement and enthusiasm erupted around us. We were sitting in the court yard when I was asked if I would like to meet Meenassi.

The girl they then brought out greeted us immediately with the most heart warming smile.

[image: image17.emf]Meenassi is disabled due to stunting and is unable to walk. With the help of a translator we began talking to her and discovered that she was 18 years old. We then asked if she went to school to which she replied, “No”. However, she added with pride, that she did previously have a tutor who taught her how to write her name. While we were sitting down a woman from the community asked if we believed there was any hope for her. I was surprised by this question. Working with World Vision, we have an ardent belief that there is hope for every child everywhere. However, Meenassi was incredibly lucky. We later learnt that in many rural communities, disabilities are seen as a curse for the village. In an attempt to rid themselves of said curse, the children with disabilities are shunned, kept away from every one else and ignored. 
When I returned home from India, I found myself constantly thinking about Meenassi and the struggles she must go through every day. It is because of Meenassi that I returned to Australia

with a more profound and unparalleled gratitude for the work World Vision does.
Traveller's Tale
Sophia Skinbjerg-Eyles

Hello Switch readers! My, how time has flown by since the last Switch issue! Regular readers might remember from the last issue that I was headed to the ever so far away land of Denmark to undertake exchange for one semester at Copenhagen Business School. Since arriving here in Scandinavia in June last year, the months have flown by with inconceivable swiftness. While having limited time to study, I still managed to meander through some of the surrounding countries and, submerged myself in everything the locals had to offer: street food and wine, sipping away at the often occasional Mojito, wandering the halls of museums and savouring cups of fresh coffee in the most picturesque of locations. I danced my feet off at all of the hottest European night haunts and of course got lost in every single city I temporarily called home.

I was lucky to arrive early – I caught a decent amount of European summer before getting stuck into my exchange studies. The academic year begins here in September, and if there is one thing for certain it's that Danes know how to party. Week one introduced, nay, pushed me head first into the Danish way of student life. In order to ensure I survived the next four months I was

assigned a 'buddy' who was there for all the need-to-knows – namely finding my way back home (bread crumbs anyone?). I was placed into a student dormitory living with what I can only describe as the most raucous bunch of American kids I have ever met. I had to learn (quickly) how to navigate myself around the city not only on foot but also on bicycle. It simply is the easiest way to get around the city.

Class structure was also very different, and I quickly realised that Danes are never ever late

– for anything. I found classes confronting and refreshingly different for three reasons. Firstly, most students back home go to class to get the information spoon fed to them, rather than coming prepared themselves. Secondly, the status quo would rarely permit students disagreeing with the lecturer on theory of the course they teach. Thirdly, all this is conducted in English, most of the students’ second, third or fourth language – often making them more  roficient in English than yourself. Then, of course, there are the parties. The most memorable

venue is the student bar Nexus, located within the main building of CBS. On Thursdays it converts into one of the biggest bars in Copenhagen. “A COOL university bar? Biggest in town?” I hear you say, dripping with doubt and a dash of sarcasm. Perhaps the two-thousand party goers on the opening night would have you think otherwise. There is a very interesting mindset in Denmark that nothing, not even school, will get in the way of a good time. Naturally,

the Danes have thought of everything in order for this to be practical the next morning when we are all nursing killer headaches. The entire building is designed to safely hold a large capacity ensuring nothing can be broken, as well as featuring tiny drainage lines through the centre of the building for easy cleaning just in time for class at 8:00am the next day. 
The middle two months of exchange were just as eventful. In between some intense study

sessions, I managed to gallop over to some neighbouring cities. Paris, Stockholm, Helsingborg, Malmø and Oslo gave me shelter on the weekends I dropped in. Paris needs neither introduction nor praise; we have all heard how amazing it is. Oslo is, for lack of a better term, painfully expensive. The journey by boat up along the coasts of Denmark and Sweden is breathtaking (partly from the sheer cold). It's a wonderful destination but if you have plans of

venturing so far north perhaps do so in summer (or have a lot of savings). If you want a  estination that is Scandinavian by location but enchanting by nature then Stockholm is your

go-to city. Having visited only for one weekend in autumn, I can assure you a week during

the summer would keep you occupied beyond content. The architecture of the city is something very special, being a thought provoking mix between traditional Scandinavian and Gothic-esque design. It deserves to be seen by simply traipsing the 'gata' (streets in Swedish) by foot or on your new fully sick hired bicycle.

The final month of exchange came running at us all with unpredictable speed. In the last four weeks we had managed to survive the exam period whilst doing all things Christmas related on

weekends, witnessing the season’s first snow fall and indulging in 'more-ish' winter foods. December was also the time for goodbyes. In an attempt to describe the feeling, difficult, hard and sad do not even scratch the surface. How can you possibly say farewell to those who have helped you build and establish yourself in a foreign environment? You are irrevocably connected to those you spent the past four months with. All you can do is follow the Danes and bid your fellow explorers “vises” or, “be seeing you”.

Check out my blog at http://sophiaskinbjerg.wordpress.com/
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Slanted and Enchanted
Amanda Sherring

Often in life it’s usually the best of things that fall together, and for Sofia Gaidukova that is certainly the case. It almost seems as if over night she went from the girl who always brought a camera to a party to the studio photographer at All About Eve. But it hasn’t been without merit.

After originally studying Fashion Design at the Gordon, Sofia soon found out that sewing wasn’t for her and went on to study Graphic Design instead. In the process of applying for a job in the

industry, Sofia went for a job at All About Eve and, instead of getting the Graphic Design position she originally applied for, landed the dream job of being their studio photographer.

It might surprise you but Sofia Gaidukova hasn’t been a photographer for long. It has only been since 2009 that Sofia started to take photography seriously. After always being the girl at the

party taking photos, the feeling she got from “capturing life and memories” was what fuelled her to becoming the photographer that she is now. 

“I think for me as well it’s not about how to use the camera, even to this day I’m still learning. I’ve been a photographer since 2009 and so I feel like everyday I’m still learning new things,” she said. 
With her strong connection to fashion it’s no wonder her photos turn out the way they do, but that’s a mere byproduct from working in the fashion industry and actually isn’t the purpose of her photos.

“When I take my photos, even though I do try to make them fashion related, it’s always the aim to make them more about the subject and not what they’re wearing or what they’re doing,” Gaidukova said.

For Sofia, her work doesn’t end at the click of the camera. After the image has been taken,

Sofia works on editing the image on her computer until it reaches that unmeasurable level of perfection, previously unattainable with a film camera. “I think of it and treat it like a painting,” she said.

It’s clear that Sofia’s passion for photography is coursing through her veins at rapid speed. Not only does she work a full-time job as a studio photographer, but Sofia managers to squeeze in taking photo shoots for her brand Slanted & Enchanted and has just recently taken on the role

of wedding photographer over the weekends.

Taking inspiration from talented photographers like Lara Jade, Emma Case and Eva Penner it’s clear to see where Gaidukova gets some of her style. She also admits that nothing’s original anymore and you just “have to add your own twist to it”.

There is no doubt that at 25-years old Sofia has achieved a lot since she started out four years ago. However, there is still something on her list that she wants to cross off: an exhibition. So expect to see yet another collection of wondrous pictures sometime in the next year. Until then

[image: image20.emf]you can visit: www.facebook.com/sgaidukovacreative or http://www.enchantedweddingphotography.com/.
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Artist Profile - Mike McLean
Jessica Dickers

Mike Mclean has been an artist for over 20 years and his bright, colourful designs can be seen splashed on walls all around Geelong. Mike spent time in the UK working with disengaged high-risk youth and back in Australia he combines his love of art and working with young people through art classes and mentoring programs. At 23 years old he created a website that showcased artists and their work online. Mike now lives in Geelong and continues to paint and share his amazing murals with the community. Switch had a chat with Mike about his work and what 2013 has in store.

Tell us a bit about your work at the moment?

I work full time as an art teacher at Diversitat, where I deliver a tailored art program to students across Geelong, as well as VC AL classes and extra art classes. Then there is my private work as an artist where I do a lot of largescale murals in Geelong and Melbourne. I’ve been getting

people to come along and help me paint them. Last year I completed about 20 murals; some were commissions from the City Of Greater Geelong, some were through Diversitat and the others were because I’d just seen a wall with high visibility that I thought, “I’ve just got to paint that”. In 2013 I’m looking to get more paid commissions, but if I see a wall with high exposure – like the large parrot mural I did on the surf coast highway in Torquay - I’d jump at the opportunity to paint a wall like that again.

Why did you want to become an artist?

I actually chose to do art in year 11 because I thought it would be an easy subject but I was surprised how much I enjoyed it and how much the work I was producing actually meant to me. At the end of year 11 we had to talk to the whole class about our artwork and I was so passionate talking about mine that everyone thought I was joking but I was actually very serious. Besides that moment in school, there wasn’t really a conscious decision at any point to

become an artist; I just enjoyed it so much that I kept doing it. 
You’ve done a lot of street art in the last few years; do you prefer street art to other art forms?

I come from an oil painting background, but I love street art as well. My paintings are always bright, colourful, large and loud so it was only a matter of time before I started taking techniques from street art and merging them with traditional oil painting techniques. I don’t really classify myself as a street artist, but I do a lot of street art and the works I do on canvas use a lot of street art techniques. My work is a bit of a mix between the two worlds, which I think is good because you have to keep your options open. 

What do you think of the street art culture in Geelong?
I‘m a huge advocate for Geelong becoming a mecca for street art. I believe we’re in a position to become one, as we have a real café culture building in the city. It’s happening slowly and I think that Geelong has so many artists and creative people here; it’s a very passionate community. I do as many murals as I can (I’ve never done anything illegally) and that’s selling the idea to the public, because the more it’s seen by people, the more it’s not automatically associated with something negative or illegal.

What inspires your designs?

We all have things that we like - that’s why we wear the clothes we do and listen to certain music, and it’s the same for me with my artwork. Instagram is a big inspiration for me as I’ll see something that’s really cool and adapt that into one of my murals or it’ll spark an idea. My

paintings also tend to focus on people. So my sources of inspiration come from things like magazines and instagram but also day-to-day life. I paint what I’m interested in.

What’s the best thing about being an artist?

I think it’s just about being able to do something that makes me feel good about myself, and there’s a lot of validation with producing a good piece. I really enjoy it when people buy my work

because it’s a real compliment, but I also love producing largescale murals that other people can enjoy without having to purchase anything. There’s not really any deeper message, I just really enjoy what I do and I’ve got a great job that links in directly with what I love so I feel

very fortunate.
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https://www.facebook.com/MikeMcLeanArtist
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[image: image26.emf]Universal finished the night off with a bang.







Some of the editorial committee:

Alastair McGibbon, Jessica Dickers

and Amanda Sherring.
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The night’s festivities were kicked off with

a performance from Kyle Taylor.
Surfing
Brandy Butler
[image: image29.emf]The water rushed in as the latest wave broke, encircling my toes and making me shiver as the icy water rose to encircle my legs. 
I jumped forward, embracing the body of the board. I could see the green waves out the back and could already picture the wave of the day and how good it was going to be. With a smile on my face I paddled hard in my effort to get further out, to find the one wave that would take me all the way. 
I saw it build from the flat water in front of me. I swivelled on my board, facing the shore. I dug deep with my hands, paddling as hard as I could. I looked back and saw the wave as it began to gain on me. I turned back to the beach, focusing on the task at hand. 
I felt the rise as it picked me up. Snapping to my feet, the feeling of freedom surged through me. My frown of concentration lifted and a smile of pure happiness replaced it, as my wave of the day took me all the way.












I Ran
Ashlee Gatgens

I ran. Not because I had somewhere to be but because I could not stand still. 
I ran to warm my bones.

I ran so that my suitcase would hit the bumps in the cobblestones and perhaps send a rattle up my arm that would in turn awaken my heart.

I ran so that he would chase me. I knew he would chase me, kiss me passionately and I would continue to run. It would be romantic I told myself, as if this was justification for breaking his heart.

I ran to make the distance between us crisp and clean, so that it was nothing like the smoky, scotch fueled air that had drawn us together.

I ran because he had an image of himself and I saw something different.

I ran because it seemed rehearsed, because I'd seen it before, so many times with so many men only to a different tune.

I ran because he would make life easy.

I ran because it was perfect and I was afraid I would never fit into the painting that he had

described so vividly.

I ran because it felt so much better than the circles we had spun so innocently at Hyde Park.

I ran so I could look back from further away to see the bigger picture, another perspective.

I ran because I knew he would stand and watch me disappear.

I ran because I realized I wasn't ready to be someone else yet.

I ran mostly because I couldn't fathom someone’s passion for politics and power, particularly

in him, standing there allowing himself to be so vulnerable.

I think I ran so that you would love me as I was, in that moment, forever. The moment would never ruin and to you I in turn would never ruin. I needed that. I needed to be loved.
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Locale: a Geelong Suite
Jonathon Lawrence
Beach, late summer
as kept fit footfalls pepper concrete recall the innocence of youth

the scent of sun-screened, brown-ed bodies & trickle down gobble gelato chin

the looming restaurant it’s café au lait et alcohol a dream of future self

step steep then cut into the hill white wood that stands the test

of times spent paddling, wading, swans ‘til old enough ditch kiddy pool & leap t’ward choppy black

cardboard racers blur past you as does memory of day’s foregone carnival rides

bollard once large now rests equal

as, experienced now, you stand & long for playful breeze
An Ode to Baskin-Robbins

Your pink and white inviting your bricks that seem of gold thirty-one flave’s delighting

Geelong-town’s young and old.

The heart of our small city you filled us all with glee that’s why it’s really shitty that you are leaving me.

I’ll miss the love-laced ice-creams, the tables, and the chairs, the window filled with local scenes; delights of eating, nought a care.

With pink spoon and lack of will-power ice-cream I’ll eat ‘til closing hour
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The Afterman: descension by Coheed and Cambria
Alastair McGibbon

It’s easy to tell that Coheed and Cambria are fans of the whole ‘concept album’ idea. Discounting the fact that this album is the second in a twopart set, all you need to do to get an idea of just how much they like their concept albums is look at their discography. The band’s entire collection of CDs ties into their extensive mythology, covering the fiction Armory Wars in the far future. It’s all incredibly detailed, and I’d need to have another article (or two) to explain it properly. Although it’s all very interesting and well written, this is a CD review, dammit!

The Afterman: Descension is the band’s seventh album, and to put it simply: it’s pretty freakin’

cool. Coheed and Cambria are probably best known as a heavy metal band, but after listening to Descension, I’m not sure what genre they’d fit into. The album is a mix of metal and alternative rock, with pop influences creeping in from time to time. The first track, ‘Pretelethal’

begins as a subdued lullaby, before exploding into heavy guitars and Claudio Sanchez’s soaring vocals.

Track two, ‘Key Entity Extraction V: Sentry the Defiant’, was initially released before the first album (The Aferman: Ascension) as an acoustic track recorded in Sanchez’s kitchen. Even as an acoustic track, ‘Sentry the Defiant’ really caught my attention, and I eagerly awaited the full,

studio version of the song. I highly recommend watching the video of Sanchez performing the acoustic version – it really showcases both his singing and song writing talents. The studio

version just blew me away – it’s one of those tracks that you have to listen to LOUD. I found

the first half of Descension to be significantly more memorable than the second half. However, that’s probably because I only manage to get through the first half on my way to work!

While Descension isn’t as heavy as Coheed and Cambria’s earlier releases, don’t think that it’s not as good. The heavy guitars and excellent riffs are still there, and still kick ass. The pop influence seen in tracks like ‘Number City’ rounds out the band’s style and further develops the

band’s already fantastic sound To put it simply: The Afterman: Descension is an album you should own. Not download, not borrow, OWN. Next time you see it on a shelf, don’t hesitate.
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Assassin’s Creed III

Alastair McGibbon

SPOILER ALERT

Ok, so I’m a little late to the party. In all honesty, I actually preordered the Collector’sEdition of Assassin’s Creed III and had it in my hot little hands the second it came out, but I haven’t got around to reviewing it until now because I kind of hadn’t finished the storyline until a few days

ago. Considering that it was released in November last year, I’ve taken a damn long time to get through it. What took me so long, you ask? One reason, really: the intro, where you play as Haytham Kenway (father of main protagonist Connor) absolutely bored me to tears. While playing as Haytham provides a good introduction to the new features of the ACIII engine, Haytham’s story drags on for what seems like eons. Granted, there is something of a shocking

revelation at the end of it, but it was one that could be seen coming for quite a while. This section, while providing an interesting perspective in terms of narrative (all of Haytham’s companions later become Connor’s targets) doesn’t propel the player forward into the game. When planning this review, I decided that it was time to push past the boring Haytham section and experience the game properly. While protagonist Connor has the personality of a large wooden log, the gameplay of the main section of the game is excellent. The addition of naval

missions, giving you control of the badass ship Aquila, easily shine through as the best part of the game. In playing these missions, it’s easy to see why the next instalment is focusing so heavily on piracy and naval battles. The addition of firearms (being colonial America, they’re

everywhere) make fighting large groups of enemies marginally more challenging, as four or five of them are just as likely to pepper you with bullets as they are to try to shove a sword somewhere painful. The addition of a hunting mechanic doesn’t really add too much to the game as a whole, but does give ACIII a more natural feel. This time around they’ve added animals to run around in forest areas and populate the world.

While the middle section of the game plays like a charm, the last few missions falter. Once Haytham is dealt with, Connor continues to hunt his nemesis Charles Lee in an extended attempt to kill him. Rather than a dramatic finale, Connor’s hunt consists of a long, drawn out chase sequence and some staggering around. ACIII has some unfortunate similarities to Mass Effect 3’s much-criticized ending – the final sequences are spent staggering around with little to

no actual gameplay, and the game’s main protagonist (in this case, referring to the almost forgotten Desmond, who pops in and out in occasional bursts of action) sacrifices himself to save the world. Considering he’s been around since the very beginning, poor old Desmond got so little screen time that his death has minimal impact. Here’s a tip, Ubisoft – if you’re gonna make a guy appear in five games, actually give him something significant to do, instead of mostly ignoring him!

When all is said and done, the middle section’s brilliant game play is significantly impacted by its sluggish start and rather disappointing ending, but is still enough to make Assassin’s Creed III an extremely enjoyable game.
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Book review:

The Perks of Being a Wallflower
Jessica Dickers

THERE are some books out there that have the ability to change you after reading them, or at least help you to see things from a new perspective. These are books that feel like they have taken all the stuff that’s been in your head and managed to assemble it into words. The Perks of Being a Wallflower is one of these books.

Perks tells the story of Charlie, a naïve and introverted 15 year old who is worried about starting high school. The novel is set out as a series of letters that Charlie writes to an unknown person. In these letters he details his freshman year at high school, the people he meets and his experiences. In the beginning, Charlie is scared to start school – he doesn’t have many friends

and is dealing with things that happened to him in the past. He then meets Sam and her stepbrother Patrick, two seniors who bring Charlie into their group and become his closest friends.

Perks is a raw and honest coming of age story that deals with growing up, falling in love and all the emotions that teenagers go through.

Anyone who reads this novel seems to find something in it that they can relate to, and Stephen Chbosky’s writing is flawless when putting these complex issues into words – something that many teenagers struggle to do.

Patrick is a flamboyant and likeable character who takes Charlie under his wing. However, he has his own issues to deal with, mostly surrounding the guy he is secretly dating. Then there is

Sam, a kind and a loyal friend to Charlie, who is dating Craig, a guy three years her senior. Charlie slowly begins to fall in love with Sam but thinks that they can never be together.

Charlie is a wallflower – an introvert, someone who stands back and observes others but never really participates themselves. We see him navigating through his first love, his first party, his first sexual experience and the first time he starts to feel like he belongs somewhere. Charlie wants to be a writer, and throughout the novel he becomes a really interesting character. At first he seems immature and naïve but as you keep reading, it is evident Charlie is highly intelligent and deeply thoughtful.

As Charlie goes through these new experiences, you learn more about his past and the serious issues he has to face. While not giving too much away about the plot, Perks highlights the important issue of mental illness and gives an honest insight into someone who is going through these problems.

Throughout the novel, you can see Charlie maturing as he deals with certain issues. I found his relationship with Mary Elizabeth fascinating to read about, as it is one-sided and Charlie doesn’t know how he is supposed to act. His teacher Bill is also a significant and interesting character; he fosters Charlie’s writing by assigning him a list of classic books to read and tries to get him to participate in a number of activities.

Perks almost has its own soundtrack, with references to many songs by The Smiths, Charlie’s favourite band. Chbosky’s writing captures the tone of teen life in the early 1990s. There are many quotes in the novel that will stay with you long after you have finished reading, and I know

many people who now have a list of classic novels and Smith songs to get through because of their inclusion in Perks.

When I first read it, I wasn’t sure what I thought about the ending. It’s not a happily-everafter scenario, but it’s a simple and subdued way to complete what is a brilliant and moving piece of literature. Its poignant insights into life and deep, complex characters make this novel stand out. Perks is so beautifully written that I believe it will still be relevant years from now as young people will always relate to it.
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SKYFALL (2012)
Chris Evans

Being a huge James Bond fan (since I was a kid) I have always felt a bit of buzz for the release of a new movie in the series. Although 2008’s Quantum of Solace was disappointing enough for me to be quite glad for the four year hiatus that followed, the moment I saw the trailer for this baby I was about ready to put on a tux and waltz around hitting on every woman I came across.

A big part of the franchise for me is the iconic soundtrack - whether it’s the soft strings of the espionage scenes to the blasting brass of the action scenes, the Bond soundtrack always gives me that warm fuzzy feeling – you know that 007 is going to go and get things done. Daniel Craig’s films have been noticeably lacking in the score department as of late, but Skyfall marks a triumphant return of the classic themes, and they are very welcome. There are several moments – such as when the classic Aston Martin is unveiled – that I was just in full childish

glee. I should also mention that Adele’s title theme is simply stunning, and probably the best since Goldeneye – though Madonna’s ridiculously overblown effort on Die Another Day was quite entertaining, if a bit misguided. Is it better than A View to a Kill, The Living Daylights or Live and Let Die though? You decide.

Skyfall has more to it than just the music, though; this is by no means a standard entry into the series. Not only is it completely separated from the gritty modern-day tone of Craig’s previous films, but it manages to be almost a different beast entirely, kind of like how the aforementioned

Die Another Day was supposed to be - it seems Bond’s fiftieth anniversary was kinder to him than his fortieth.

The dialogue in the film is often impeccable - the entrance of Javier Bardem’s villain is truly inspired, and the script plays Bond’s and M’s woes up with class, and not with overly dramatic ham. We also get a taste of the classic Bond snark that has been long missed, making for some great banter, and there are of course many very well designed action and chase sequences with some questionable (but mostly harmless) CGI thrown in. What is most impressive, however, is that the movie doesn’t completely rely on these sequences, and at its crazy long

running time of 143 minutes, it is appreciated that they chose for it to be quite a bit more spy-oriented than Quantum of Solace was. That being said, however, the second half strays from the spy stuff a bit too much, leaving two very distinct halves, of which the latter is most certainly the weakest. The final showdown could have maybe been a little more ‘epic’, but the Wild West shootout it turned into was refreshing, even if it is a little out of place. I won’t spoil anything for you, but the ending is completely redeemed with the amazing epilogue, setting up what could be an awesome direction for future films (it ends with some scenes which are reminiscent of

old Bond - you have to see it for yourself!).

I suppose that’s all there is to say; Skyfall is just a wonderfully, carefully and lovingly put together film which does well to celebrate everything that we love James Bond for.
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