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Editorial

Dear reader,

The second edition of the Study group’s Newsletter was edited just few weeks before the opening of the IGU Regional Conference in Durban (South Africa) and wants to reflect the far reaching activities during the International Year of the Mountains (IYM) 2002.

Full members of the Study group are:

Professor Jörg Stadelbauer (chair)

University of Freiburg

Department of Cultural Geography 

D-79085 Freiburg

E-mail: stadel@uni-freiburg.de

Prof. Dr. Yuri Badenkov

Institut Geografii Rossijskoy Akademii Nauk

Staromonetnyy pereulok, 29

Moskva

E-mail: baden@l-card.ru

Prof.  Heinz Beckedahl

Geography, School of Applied Environmental Sciences

University of Natal

Private Bag X01, Scottsville

Pietermaritzburg 3209, South Africa

E-mail: hbeck@nu.ac.za

Alton C. Byers, Ph.D.

The Mountain Institute

107 Westridge Drive

Elkins, WV  26241

E-mail: abyers@mountain.org

Donald A. Friend, Ph.D. (USA)

Department of Geography

Minnesota State University

Armstrong Hall 7

Mankato, MN 56001

E-mail: friend@mnsu.edu

Professor Dr. Hans Hurni (Switzerland)

Department of Geography

University of Berne

Hallerstrasse 12

CH-3012 Bern

E-mail: hurni@giub.unibe.ch

Dr. Martin Price 

Centre for Mountain Studies

Perth College

University of the Highlands and Islands 

Crieff Road

Perth PH2 0DP, UK

Phone: +44 (0) 1738-877217

Fax: +44 (0) 1738-631364

E-mail: Martin.Price@groupwise.uhi.ac.uk

Ass. Prof. Fausto Sarmiento, Ph.D.

The University of Georgia

Department of Geography and 

Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies

Phone: +706 542 9079

Fax: +706 542 8432

E-mail: fsarmien@arches.uga.edu

Besides, the Study Group intends to create an e-mailing list for all other people who want to share our common work on mountain geography. Please, feel free to contact us if you wish to get our newsletter which is mainly based on informations from the internet.

There are large Internet resources covering mountain issues, indeed. The IYM is creating a lot of workshops and conferences and even more web-sites related to those events. Nevertheless, the Study Group intends to maintain contact to interested people by creating this Newsletter which is based on different internet resources and mainly will be distributed by e-mail. But we kindly ask you to understand that we cannot include in it all information presented by the internet.
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2002 - International Year of the Mountains: Events 

In 1998, the year 2002 was proclaimed the International Year of the Mountains by the United Nations. Besides, 2002 is also the International Year of Ecotourism, the International Year of Geosciences ... There are many regional and national organizations involved in the preparation of conferences, workshops and other activities. It is impossible to list them all. Please refer to a more complete survey of activities under:

http://www.mountains2002.org/events/
http://www.mtnforum.org/resources/library/unfao01g.htm
For UNESCO Information and activities see

http://www.unesco.org/mab/IYM.htm
The IGU Study Group „Diversity in Mountain Systems“ was directly involved in the following conferences:

· Belfast, Royal British Geographical Society

· Los Angeles, Annual Meeeting of the Association of American Geographers

· Freiburg, Conference on Central European „Middle Mountains“

Unfortunately, it seems that only few members will attend the main event within the organized geography:

· Durban, Regional Conference of the IGU

2.1
Launching the International Year of Mountains

On 11 December 2001, nearly 100 people gathered at the UN Headquarters in New York to launch the International Year of Mountains. The UN General Assembly Resolution 53/24 of November 1998 declared 2002 as the International Year of Mountains (IYM), with the goal of raising international awareness about mountains, their global importance, the fragility of their resources, and the necessity of sustainable approaches to mountain development. The IYM builds on the process initiated by the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), or the Earth Summit, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Chapter 13 of UNCED's major outcome, Agenda 21, highlights the urgency for action to achieve sustainable mountain development. The IYM is intended to reinforce the implementation of Chapter 13 and initiate new, practical, grassroots-level action in mountain development and conservation.

Opening statements

Launch Chair Adolf Ogi, former President of the Swiss Confederation, officially opened the event, proclaiming, "May the sound of the alpenhorn be heard far beyond the confines of this room and help to create understanding across long distances." Ogi noted that mountains are home to one tenth of the world's population yet provide water for more than half of the world. He called for careful management of mountain areas to avoid long-term impacts of increasing tourism. Thanking Kyrgyzstan for raising, during the Earth Summit, the initial proposal to have IYM, Ogi urged the consideration of mountains not as barriers, but as unifying features (see below).

Murari Raj Sharma, Acting president, 56th session of United Nations General Assembly and permanent representative from Nepal to the NY UN Mission, on behalf of Han Seung-soo, Republic of Korea, president of the General Assembly, expressed hope that the IYM will lead to concrete actions and that the international community will benefit from the momentum created by the IYM to ensure true sustainable development of mountains and take advantage of the 10-year anniversary of the Earth Summit in the same year. In personal comments, Sharma noted that Nepal is home to eight of the ten highest mountains in the world and hopes they will provide inspiration to think big and create the beautiful. He described the many stresses facing mountains and the urgent need to address these problems and enhance awareness of the role of mountains in daily life.

Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, on behalf of Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General, noted that mountains provide vital natural resources and are under increasing risks, including loss of indigenous knowledge and traditions, and noted the need for effective cross-sectoral cooperation to achieve a balance between development and preservation.

Jacques Diouf, Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), commented that, just as a mountain is made of innumerable particles, so too the IYM has come about from the painstaking efforts of many women and men. Observing the diversity present, he expressed belief that it reflects an increasing awareness that we all depend on mountains for life. He described mountains as both "fragile and fierce, beautiful and brutal." Noting accomplishments made since UNCED, he emphasized the goal of IYM, "to ensure the well-being of mountain peoples by promoting sustainable development of mountain ecosystems" and stated that the IYM provides an extraordinary opportunity to increase awareness of mountain ecosystems and cultures. Observing that mountains are the sites of most of the armed conflicts in the world and some of the most impoverished people, Diouf said peace and food security are prerequisite conditions for achieving IYM's goal.

Kurmanbek Bakiev, Prime Minister, Kyrgyz Republic, expressed hope that the IYM will foster the elaboration of strategies on all levels and foster social and economic development and sustainable use of natural resources. He detailed national programs adopted by the Kyrgyz Republic for 2002, highlighting the summit that will be held in Bishkek in the autumn of 2002.

Alan Wagner, Ambassador of Peru to the United States and former Minister for Foreign Relations, on behalf of Diego Garcia-Sayan, Minister for Foreign Affairs, observed that mountain populations and ecosystems around the world share similar conditions, including poverty and isolation, and are sources of water, energy, biodiversity and traditional knowledge. He lamented the gradual loss in the level of Andean ice caps due to the phenomenon of global warming and called for the strengthening of sustainable tourism and mining.

Alberto Gagliardi, Under-Secretary of State for Regional Affairs, Prime Minister's Office, Italy, noted that mountains occupy one fifth of the world's land area, and Italy's mountain chains represent 54% of its territory and an important part of Italian identity.

Gerard Pfanzelter, Ambassador of Austria to the UN, on behalf of the Minister for Environment, reported that nearly 70% of Austria's landscape is dominated by mountains, which influence many aspects of culture and daily lives, including the national anthem that starts with "land of the mountains." He stated that Austria is eager to share their efforts and successes, including the approach used in the development of the Alpine Convention, with developing countries.

Louis Besson, Member of Parliament and Mayor of Chambery, and Member, IYM National Committee, France, called for the creation of self-development tools and adoption of legislative and regulatory approaches for mountains. He noted that France supports the preservation of mountain spaces and development by mountain communities of these resources.

Jack Ives, Carleton University, Ottawa, representing the Rector, United Nations University (UNU), highlighted research on interactions between highland and lowland systems. He challenged the past paradigm of Himalayan environmental degradation that blames local people for environmental destruction, calling for more research in the socio-political arena. Noting that mountain areas have had to carry an enormous burden from military activity, Ives urged research in this area. He cautioned against over-generalization about the complex mountain landscapes of the world.

Adnan Amin, Director, UNEP Liaison Office, New York, representing the Executive-Director, explained that the UNEP headquarters in Nairobi has observed the effects of melting of the Kilimanjaro icecap. He said that as a result of changes to mountain ecosystems, vital sources of freshwater are disappearing, and most mountain areas suffer from the 'commons' syndrome. He announced that UNEP is conducting a wide assessment of mountain areas, has established a new mountains program, and has chosen the slogan for World Environment Day 2002 as: "Mountains for life on earth."

Panel Discussion and Debate

Nitin Desai chaired presentations on the conditions for sustainability in mountain development.

Uma Lele, Senior Adviser, World Bank, posed the challenge, what can be accomplished within the IYM one-year time period in the face of long-term problems? She highlighted several important potential outcomes: mobilizing useful knowledge; fostering existing networks; focusing on known successful strategies; and mobilizing stakeholders with diverse perspectives while reconciling conflicts.

Jim Enote, tribal member representing the Zuni Nation, Native American Nation, detailed his activities on a typical morning that he stated is probably echoed in many parts of the world, and proposed that his interpretation of reality and beliefs are also duplicated around the world, where there are many ways of knowing mountains. His people believe that mountains are where cloud beings live and if people are deserving, water will come. He noted that throughout the world, mountains are significant places, referenced in prayers regardless of political boundaries and distances. He described beliefs as fulcrums to action, the knots that hold mountain worlds together. He hoped that through the IYM, cultural beliefs and values will be the means to achieve conservation and development as well as peace.

Yolanda Kakabadse, President, World Conservation Union (IUCN), noted that she is from the mountains of Ecuador where people think of lakes and mountains as gods and goddesses. She highlighted the issues of icecap melting and water as an energy and emphasized the importance of integrating the three aspects of sustainable development-economic, environment and socio-cultural. 

Bruno Messerli, University of Berne, Switzerland, praised the progress made in the mountain agenda in the 10 years since Rio. He challenged the statistic claiming that ten percent of the world's population lives in mountain areas, saying that new research models have found that 26 percent of the world's population lives on or within 50 kilometers of mountains. He also raised the issue of water scarcity as a significant concern, noting areas that are reliant on snowmelt as a primary water source (see below).

Lhakpa Sherpa, Manager, Qomolangma Conservation Programme, The Mountain Institute, on behalf of the communities he works with, urged active involvement of mountain people in implementing mountain activities in 2002, because in the past the concerns of mountain people were largely ignored. He described the increasing trend of young people leaving mountain regions, comparing a young mountain child to a butterfly attached to a stick by its mother -- as soon as they get wings, they fly away, never to return. He also called for continued commitment to the cause of mountain people, for without their involvement, it is impossible to break the cycle of poverty.

Monica Opole, Centre for Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Products (CIKSAP), Kenya, explaining her work with native plants, urged people-centered solutions to forest degradation, stating that gene banks, frozen libraries, and museums are not effective strategies. She explained that in her country, there is no distinction between what is defined as food and medicine.

Hugo Li Pun, Deputy Director-General, International Potato Center (CIP), Peru, identified agriculture as a key income generation activity in mountain areas. He outlined efforts to improve water conservation and harvests, and called for strengthening of efforts to preserve genetic diversity of main food crops and achieve food security.

Bernadette McDonald, Vice President, Banff Centre, Canada, touched upon the variety of reasons people value mountain areas and called for the sharing of information and experiences. She announced that her centre will host a symposium on earth sciences in mountain regions in October 2002 focusing on the challenges and influences of extreme landscapes.

Gabriel Campbell, Director-General, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Nepal, observed that we all rely on mountains and are affected by them, we all live downstream and upstream, yet there is a disproportionate level of poverty and conflict in mountain areas. He urged that the IYM strive to meet the three conditions of sustainable development by: galvanizing new policies and financing processes for real sustainability; fostering new cooperation between states, provinces and countries that share mountain resources; building new institutions, networks and rights of access to resources; and appreciating mountain people and their cultures. He announced that ICIMOD will host a global conference, "Celebrating Mountain Women," in Kathmandu in May 2002.

Faanya Rose, President, Explorers Club, explained that the club is a multi-discipline organization, including a focus on mountains and conservation. She expressed that it is critical that local people are involved in initiatives to achieve poverty eradication, noting that we have to apply the human touch to conservation or there will be nothing left to explore.

Alejandro Camino, Secretary, Mountain Forum, invited participation in the Mountain Forum, an international organization with 3000 members from over 100 countries and 150 institutions, a network of networks that is open and free and conducts activities around the world representing all sectors.

Catharine Cooke, President and CEO, The Mountain Institute (TMI), saluted immediate past TMI president Jane Pratt for her work in coordinating the IYM.

Larry Hamilton, Commission for Mountains, IUCN, urged participation to carry the mountain agenda forward in upcoming events, including: the international year of ecotourism (also 2002); the international year of freshwater and IUCN's World Parks Congress in 2003; and the Convention on Biological Diversity's 7th Conference of Parties in 2004 that will consider mountains. He supported the opportunity to promote peace through mountain area transboundary peace parks, noting existing successes and future possibilities.

Erhard Loretan, climber of the world's highest mountain peaks without oxygen support, called for the need to define poverty vis a vis happiness, and expressed his opinion that the small number of mountain residents is not afraid to come to grips with big problems.

In closing, Chair Adolf Ogi thanked everyone involved, particularly the Kyrgyz Republic for starting the IYM initiative, and expressed his conviction that this launching is the first in a long series of events to be held around the world in 2002.

Published by the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) info@iisd.ca. Wednesday, 12 December 2001

[This Briefing Note was prepared by Alison Ormsby, alison@iisd.org, for the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD). Funding for the preparation of this Note has been provided by The Mountain Institute. Digital photos and streaming audio from the event are available at http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/sd/mountains/]

Opening speech of Alt Bundesrat (former Federal President) Adolf Ogi / Switzerland

Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Ministers, Excellencies, Distinguished panelists, Ladies and Gentlemen

Möge dieses Alphorn weit über diesen Saal hinaus gehört werden. Und wie in den Bergen zur Verständigung über grosse Distanzen hinweg beitragen. Es soll Startsignal sein zum Internationalen Jahr der Berge 2002. Es freut mich ausserordentlich, dass ausgerechnet ich namens der Schweiz der Vorsitzende bei der Eröffnung des Internationalen Jahres der Berge 2002 sein darf. Ich bin in einem Bergdorf geboren und aufgewachsen. Die Bergvölker als Familie gehören global gesehen einer Minderheit an. Nur rund ein Zehntel der Weltbevölkerung lebt in Berggebieten.

Berge aber liefern Wasser für fast die Hälfte der Menschheit. Sie bilden Wasserreservoire für ganze Regionen. Ihre Gewässer generieren unzählige Kilowattstunden Energie. Die Berge sind Hort vieler natürlicher Ressourcen. Sie sind mächtige Zeugen der Zeit, Landschaften voller Schönheit und Kraft der Natur. Ihr Raum bietet Platz für vielfältige Lebensformen von Menschen, Tieren und Pflanzen und sogar Gesteinen. Berge und Gipfel haben in vielen Religionen und Kulturen eine grosse Bedeutung. Sie sind Orte der Bewunderung, von Besinnung und Freude. Verständlicherweise suchen immer mehr Menschen Erholung in den Bergen. Ihr touristisches Potential ist gross.

Von zentraler Bedeutung ist, dass wir Berggebiete nachhaltig für Mensch und Natur nutzen. Es liegt an uns Menschen, aus den Bergen und den Tiefländern, gemeinsam zur empfindlichen Umwelt der Berge Sorge zu tragen. Ihre sensiblen Ökosysteme sind grossen Belastungen ausgesetzt: unüberlegte, nicht nachhaltige Nutzung kann verheerende und bleibende Folgen haben. In vielen Ländern und Regionen, wo eine Erschliessung fehlt, ist die Unzugänglichkeit ein Grund für wirtschaftliche Randständigkeit. Armut ist die Folge, und manche Menschen wandern aus ins Tiefland.

Es ist möglich, Bergregionen wirtschaftlich zu entwickeln und gleichzeitig die natürliche und kulturelle Vielfalt zu erhalten. Es gibt Lösungsansätze, in den Alpen, in den Anden, im Himalaja, in Afrika und in Osteuropa. Es gilt, Erfahrungen zugänglich zu machen , miteinander auszutauschen, voneinander zu lernen. Eine nachhaltige, das heisst eine ökologisch, ökonomisch und sozial verträgliche Entwicklung braucht Zeit. Vor zehn Jahren am Erdgipfel von Rio de Janeiro wurde beschlossen, am Nachfolge-Gipfel 2002 in Johannesburg Bilanz zu ziehen. Die Schweiz ist in dieser Entwicklung sehr engagiert. Sie will als Gebirgsland das internationale UNO Jahr der Berge als eine Herausforderung und Chance wahrnehmen, sie will national, regional und international mitarbeiten. Berge sind keine Barrieren, Berge verbinden Menschen in aller Welt.

Ich danke den Vereinten Nationen, dass ihre Generalversammlung das kommende Jahr zun Internationalen Jahr der Berge erklärt haben. Und ich danke dem Gebirgsland Kirgistan, den Antrag dazu eingebracht zu haben. Mit der heutigen Eröffnungsfeier wird dieses besondere Jahr der Berge lanciert. Wir Bergler freuen uns alle, uns untereinander und der ganzen Welt zu sagen: Mountain people are solid like their mountains. You can count on them.

Speech of Alberto Gagliardi, Undersecretary of State for Regional Affairs 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

we are gathered here today at this prestigious venue, with so many persons involved in different ways with Mountains, for the officially worldwide inauguration of 2002 which has been declared the Year of the Mountain by the United Nations. It is both a great challenge and a great opportunity to focus international attention on a complex range of different environments, people, cultures and resources to demonstrate the inestimable value of this rich heritage. 

Mountains vary widely in terms of their features: they may be glaciers, towering cliffs, forests with a wealth of biodiversity, or mountains stripped bare by desertification. Densely populated mountains, with prestigious tourism resorts, and area known for their handcrafts and traditional wares; as well as mountains abandoned by man, degraded and depleted, and resource-poor.

Mountains occupy one-fifth of our planet, and directly contribute to the survival on one-tenth of the human race, supplying goods and services to over one-half of the word’s population.

But looking beyond the statistics, the mountains represent the birthright of humanity, a place of memories built up across the ages by nature and people, differing from and yet similar to every other mountain heritage throughout the planet.

The important event which is officially opening today urges us to take a fresh look at all this natural heritage, to contemplate its future and its destiny, and what we might do to make 2002 the dawn of a new future for the world’s mountains.

Today, mountains can be seen with their full spatial and cultural dimension, as a place that can restore to us all the values and hopes that constitute the very foundations of civil society. We are now more aware that mountains communities form an important social, cultural and institutional component part of the worldcommunity.

We are talking about the world’s mountains, Europe’s mountains but above all Italy’ mountains: because it is precisely Italy’s mountain chains whose two thousand kilometres are the home to a large proportion of the Italian population, running from east to west in the Alps, and north to south along the Apennines, running down to the sea in the heart of the Mediterranean. Its is these mountains that saw the birth and development of such a major part of civilisation, and which today offer us a sustainable development model.

This is why Italy wishes to promote a policy for the mountains at the European level, and commit the European Union to this endeavour.

Mountains account for 54% of Italian territory and at least 4,200 of Italy’s 8,100 municipalities are in the mountains. As President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi recently reminded us "they represent an important part of Italian identity in the richness or our historical memory and tradition. The mountains, which, must be protected for their water resources, their wealth of timber and stone, are now extremely important in the field of research, and the production of advanced technology, a driving-force for development and employment".

Now that the model of urban civilisation is revealing its fragility, its vulnerability and the annihilation of the individual, the mountain is beginning to look not like a sterile example of a bygone age that is no longer relevant, but increasingly as a place where, regardless of the difficulties, the hardships and the daily problems, the people are pursuing a plan for their lives and their businesses that no longer lie on the fringes of normal society.

Using the facilities of the contemporary world, the mountains have managed to redefine and renew their history, and gradually built up an environment comprising families, businesses, school and local government officials: a complex society in which human relationships play an important strategic role.

Relationships which originate within the family, together with relationships and bonds that form the basis on which young people can pursue a project for their future and find a positive roles with which to identify and give continuity to the development of democracy locally and globally.

In Italy, the Mountain Communities were established by law in December 1971, comprising municipalities in homogeneous mountain areas. This has been a valuable experience for more ambitious future projects.

Italy’s mountains, this living heritage and birthright of all men and women, stand as an example of hope for all humanity.

This experience has recently been voiced by mountain-dwellers and by UNCEM (Unione Nazionale Comuni ed Enti Montani) and on the Italian Committee for the Year 2002 at the "Stati generali della Montagna" meeting in Turin, and has been heeded and welcomed by the Italian Government which from 2002 together with mountains people, will start to build the instruments for future development. 

Italy will celebrate the International Year of Mountain with many cultural, sporting, scientific,

environmental and social events sponsored by associations and public bodies. 

The challenge posed by mountains is how to place a leadership role in the modern age, knowing that globalisation – which compresses space and time - can drastically change the way of life of whole populations. The Mountain Communities represented here today are asking us to work together with them, to ensure that globalisation unites and does not divide; to ensure that no-one emerges are victors or vanquished; to ensure that the new freedoms of some are not gained at the expense of others.

The Italian Government is taking part single-mindedly in the events organized for the International Year of the Mountains, attributing great value to the mountains and promoting their preservation and their sustainable development. This will bring prosperity to the communities who live and work in the mountains, and improve the lives of those who live in the plains.

I should like to conclude this short address, and speaking on behalf of the Italian Government, Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi and the Minister of Regional Affairs Responsible for Mountains Mr Enrico La Loggia, I wish you a very successful meeting, and offer our best wishes for Happy New Year. Thank you.

Bruno Messerli: Official Launch of the IYM 2002, New York 

At this official launch of the IYM 2002 it is fascinating indeed to see government leaders, delegates from UN organizations, representatives of mountain people and NGO's, mountaineers and scientists, and to hear their statements about the mountains as "a major ecosystem representing the complex and interrelated ecology of our planet, essential to the survival of the global ecosystem" (Agenda 21, chapter 13). Ten years ago, the situation was very different: During the conference of Rio de Janeiro, the mountains were on a relatively low level of the political agenda, and only a relatively small number of decision makers, development experts and scientists were interested in this topic. This has completely changed during the last ten years.

From all the new knowledge I select only two elements: population size and water resources: … We should not forget that mountains cover not only around 25% of the land surface, but that also approximately 26% of the global population are living inside or very close to mountain areas. Since the first international mountain conference 1974 in Munich, Germany, we are using the never proved figure that 10% of the world population are living in the mountains. The new figure comes from a data base at 0,5° resolution, derived from a 1 km gridded polygon file, that defined the spatial extent of 242 countries for which 1995 country-level population statistics were available. (Meybeck et al. 2001: Mountain Research and Development, Vol.21, N°1). This means, that mountains cannot be characterized only by remote, poor and disadvantaged people and communities, but also by urban centers inside and immediately outside mountain valleys as in the Alps, around the Pacific or even by mega cities as in Latin America from Mexico City to Santiago de Chile. In this sense, we have to rethink the highland-lowland-interactive system in a new and global perspective.

As perhaps even more important for humanity in the 21st century we have to consider the natural resources of mountain regions like water, biodiversity hotspots, recreation areas for an increasingly urbanized world, mineral resources, hydropower, agriculture, forestry etc. Let's concentrate on the water resources. Just some days before the official Launch of IYM, the Freshwater Conference in Bonn, Germany, ended. Some organizations were calling on world governments, meeting in Bonn, to take urgent action to head off a global water crisis in which two out of every three people in the world will be facing water shortages by 2050, and therefore water needs to be raised much higher on the political agenda. Most significant was the conference statement that 70% of the freshwater available today is used for irrigation and food production, in some areas like North Africa, South Asia etc. even 95%. Such a statement provokes a personal comment: Why did these conference and government members not mention the mountains as the water towers of these above mentioned areas? In the arid and semi-arid regions of the tropics and subtropics, where possibly more than half of the world population is living, 80 to 100% of the available freshwater is coming from mountain areas. Surface and groundwater in the Aral basin, the Nile, Indus and Euphrates, Jordan, Yellow River etc. are coming from mountains and uplands. The evaporation in the lowlands can be much higher than the rare precipitations. This means, that the water balance in the lowlands can be negative, even without the deviation of water for households, industries and irrigation. A statement from Dutch scientists is astonishing that in the dry summer of 1976, 95% of the Rhine water flowing into the North Sea came from the Alps, from melting snow and ice at high altitude. But also in California, scientists are estimating that two thirds of the available freshwater for this highly industrialized state are coming from the winter and spring snow accumulation in the Sierra Nevada. All this means, the mountains as water towers play a fundamental role for water supply and food security. If the prediction is correct that we shall face a serious water crisis in the middle of the 21st century, then the mountains will play an absolutely central role, not only for the quantity and quality of water, but also for the conflicts about water.

Managing fragile ecosystems - mountain sustainable development - is the title of the mountain chapter in the Agenda 21. it is not sufficient to define sustainability with the environmental, economic and social dimension. In addition, we have to take into consideration specific characteristics of mountain nature and mountain people, like climate variability and natural hazards, highland - lowland - interactions, economic vulnerability, value of mountain resources and products, cultural diversity, demographic problems and migration, policy, law and governance etc. Management of mountain watersheds for sustainable use of mountain ecosystems and resources with the ensuing benefits for the population in the surrounding lowlands is a highly complex and multi-sectoral process.

Now it is our responsibility to create the necessary awareness for the mountains, the mountain resources and the mountain people during the International Year of Mountains 2002 and beyond.

Speech of Larry Hamilton, Vice-Chair (Mountains) World Commission on Protected Areas/IUCN

When a Samoan has had sufficient food at a meal (or usually more than sufficient), he or she will sometimes use the old saying to express total satisfaction: "The canoe has landed."    Linda and I have adopted this evocative expression into our own culture.  We here assembled at the United Nations call on another nautical expression in launching the International Year of Mountains.  According to the Webster dictionary, "to launch" means "to set afloat."  But of course it has related meanings, also relevant to this ceremony, i.e. "to get off to a good start."  Indeed we are setting afloat on a sea of human preoccupation (and since September 11 a sea of apprehension), what we hope will be a celebration of mountains and a rising tide of concern over their welfare.  We can succeed in this endeavor over the 12 month voyage ahead.  Look with me quickly at how far we have come already in a relatively short time.

It was just over a dozen years ago that a few of the individuals present in this room, and three others unfortunately not here, as natural scientists, committed to joining forces to try to position "mountains" on the public and political stage. We called ourselves at that time "Mountain Agenda" and issued An Appeal for the Mountains and a report on the State of the World's Mountains. An amazing thing happened, at the 1992 UNCED meeting in Rio de Janeiro.  A mountain chapter, number 13, in Agenda 21 was unanimously approved. Since then, a process called Mountain Agenda has evolved, involving many more players, --some represented here today. It has been guided by an Interagency Mountain Task Group under the leadership of FAO, and has brought us, through a wonderful series of activities, to this juncture, where we are about to enter a year proclaimed as the International Year of Mountains. The process has been promoted by hundreds of NGOs and thousands of individuals around the world, often linked by The Mountain Forum. And, for IYM, we need to thank Kyrgystan which first broached the idea. We must also single out the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation which has been both a player and financial supporter from the very beginning, 12 years ago. SADC has made the participation of many in this room possible. The list of other organizations who have been instrumental in Mountain Agenda is too lengthy to enumerate, but when the history of mountain sustainable development is set forth, they will be honored by a grateful world.  Several are represented here.

As the winder-upper in this short session, I prefer to look ahead, rather than to the history.  What can we now do?  First of all, we must each commit personally to do something, and urge others to be active on behalf of mountains, -- even flatlanders. This must not be simply going to a mountain meeting, of which there will be a plethora, but must involve a personal relationship or action for some mountain. During 2002, each of us needs to "go tell it on the mountain" as a writer of gospel hymns said; or paraphrasing the philosopher and Sierra Club founder, John Muir: "Go to the mountains and get their glad tidings." Those who have worked so hard to bring 2002, IYM, into existence, need to refresh themselves in or on mountains. For 2002 is not an end, but an initiation, --a launch. There is a long road ahead and we need all of the inspiration that the hills, the highlands, the mountains can provide.

Mind you, there will be some important meetings in 2002, where the Mountain Agenda can be advance. We have heard already today about the Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgystan, the meeting on Tropical Mountains in Huaráz, Perú, and two meetings at the Banff Centre for Mountain Culture in Canada. And mountains must play a prominent role in Johannesburg at Rio Plus 10. I urge any group or government participating to assure that this occurs. And throughout 2002, mountains must be strongly considered by tourism bodies, for we share the International Year of Ecotourism in 2002, and mountain tourism is of great significance.  Mountains and water must loom large on the agenda during 2003, the International Year of Freshwater. I give my personal commitment to assure a strong presence for mountain protected areas at the 2003 World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa. And, finally we need to gear up for the 2004 Convention of Biological Diversity, CoP7 meeting and the Scientific and Technical meetings in 2002 and 2003, leading up to it (SBSTTA 8 and 9).

Finally, I wish to call to the attention of the UN, governments and NGOs the valuable role which protected areas of various kinds can play in reducing tension, conflict and even open warfare that characterize so many mountain areas. Where national frontiers are involved (for mountain ranges often coincide with these political boundaries), parks for peace can play a harmonizing role. The world's first International Peace Park was established in 1932, linking across the USA/Canadian border Glacier and Waterton Lakes National Parks. Just three years ago in the Cordillera del Condor, a border conflict between Perú and Ecuador was brought to a halt with the establishment of a joint peace reserve. What potential there could be for such a creation in the Demilitarized Zone between the two Koreas. And why not for the Siachen Glacier in Kashmir where soldiers on both sides are dying or being injured by climate, altitude, avalanches and crevasses (97%) rather than enemy action (3%). There are other possibilities in mountain frontiers, and the organization for which I volunteer, the World Commission on Protected Areas of IUCN is dedicated to pursuing these. This is just one opportunity among many for the mountain community to promote peace, restoration and sustainable development around the world.

Let imagination hold sway, with increasing appreciation of mountain music, mountain foods, art, folklore, and the wonderful variety of rich mountain cultures. Let us take one more dictionary definition of the word "launch", -- "to throw oneself energetically."  May we move with such energy into 2002 and beyond!

Speech delivered by Dr. Lhakpa Norbu Sherpa

Honorable ministers, distinguished participants and colleagues,

My name is Lhakpa Sherpa. I come from a remote Himalayan village of Nepal. I spent much of my past career as a planner and manager of Nepal's mountain protected areas. More recently, I joined the Mountain Institute and I am currently Manage the Mountain Institute's Qomolangma Conservation Project in the Tibet Autonomous Region of China.

As a mountain resident and mountain conservation and development worker, I am honored to be invited here today to attend this important meeting. Although, most mountain people would remain unaware of the IYM 2002, I am convinced that this initiative will lead to a greater focus on development of mountain regions of the world in future. Through collective efforts of governments, international development agencies and non-government organizations, I am hopeful that mountain communities will be eventually be benefited.

1. Involve and Consult Mountain People

On behalf of the mountain communities I belong and work with, I wish to appeal to you to ensure that that the mountain people are actively involved in implementing IYM activities, so that it becomes a model for mountain conservation and development in future because in the past they have been ignored.

I would also like to ask you to listen to the needs, aspirations, and dreams of the  mountain communities. Mountain people may not be well educated and trained due to years of isolation and neglect but we, the mountain people are still the most knowledgeable people in our own environment. I hope the IYM activities will recognize this and make mountain people a stronger partner in decisions that affect their lives.

2. Help Mountain People Stay in the Mountains:

Secondly, mountains are admired for their spectacular beauties, peaceful environment, sacred values. They are wonderful spots of the world to visit. Yet, on the ground reality is that increasing numbers of our able and young people are leaving the mountains. A young and innocent child born in the mountain is forced to cling to mountains like a young butterfly larvae tied to a dry branch. They have no choice but stay because their mothers gave birth and attached them to that environment. But, as soon as colorful wings are developed they fly away, often never to return.

Generations of neglect in developing educational, health, transportation and communication infrastructures, and the lack of necessary skills and economic opportunities forces them to leave their home.  The IYM 2002, I hope will allow us to reflect on theses problems and find solutions  so that mountains will not continue to remain colorless and empty dry branches.

3. Appeal to Mountain People:

Finally, I appeal to the young and qualified mountain residents around the world to work for conservation and development of mountains because unless we as a mountain people take the responsibility and show the commitment, the never ending cycle of poverty, migration, and degradation will be difficult to break.

Thank you for your attention and Tashi dele.

Speech of Bernadette McDonald

Mr. President, Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and gentlemen,

Something that has become clear to me through my work in Mountain Culture at The Banff Centre, as well as simply by living in the Rocky Mountains of Canada, is that mountain places are important to people for different reasons.

My hometown is an example of this diversity. Where I live in Banff, Alberta, it is the confluence of three rivers. For our indigenous people, this confluence has always been the source of great power. For the many businesses in this tourist town, the mountains are the source of their cash flow. For the millions who visit the valley each year, the mountains provide them with recreation and adventure. For environmentalists, the very presence of all those millions, and the infrastructure created to service them, put this valley at great ecological risk. For the many artists, musicians, writers and filmmakers who study at The Banff Centre, the mountains provide refuge, retreat and inspiration.

But these multi-dimensional values present a huge challenge. Each set of values is represented by a stakeholder group, each claiming some ownership of mountain places, each jostling for priority.

Our goal at The Banff Centre is to gather together recognised leaders and inspirational figures from different disciplines - each with a major stake in mountain issues. It is a rare thing to find mutual understanding across the complex issues of the world's mountain zones.  We try to facilitate this understanding by defining areas of common interest, concern, and conflict so that there can be a real sharing of information and experience, as well as meaningful debate. We engage a wide public audience in defining possible solutions.

Everything we do is about mountains - we will present over 270 events in 26 countries next year.  But we do have three initiatives that are special for IYM.

The first is to create the North American Node of the Mountain Forum - the international online mountain network. We want to create a node that represents as many of these mountain stakeholders as we can. We want to create something that; promotes dialogue, that provides access to new information and research on mountain issues, and that is a showcase for the creative work of all who are inspired by mountains. As a resource network that is free for anyone in the world to access, the Mountain Forum is a powerful tool for positive change.

The second is a symposium on Ecological and Earth Sciences in Mountain Areas. Although alpine species and habitats are highly valued for their intrinsic beauty and wilderness values, they are somewhat neglected areas for research and management. This meeting will focus on areas of mountain science that are of key interest to researchers, water managers, and community leaders. (Bruno  Messerli/Larry Hamilton)

The third is the Banff Mountain Summit 2002 Extreme Landscape: Challenge and Celebration. This Summit will explore how extreme landscape shapes people's lives and how people impact extreme landscape. Our themes include cultural diversity in mountain areas, mountains as inspiration, and mountain politics. The title of the Summit reveals our goals. Extreme Landscape: Challenge and Celebration - the Challenge is to bring the various stakeholders to debate the issues. The Celebration is a gathering of the most important mountain artists, photographers, authors, climbers, musicians, dancers and filmmakers in Banff to showcase their work - work that is inspired by mountains. One of the legacies of this Summit will be a commemorative book of original essays by 17 leading authors.

I am proud to say that The Banff Centre's commitment to International Year of Mountains has stimulated widespread interest in the celebration throughout Canada. With the strong support of Heritage Minister Sheila Copps, Parks Canada has now mobilized eighty private and public sector partners who will offer thousands of opportunities for visitors to learn about the importance of mountain environments and cultures - to the world and to Canada.

We know that mountains mean different things to different people. But I believe that, at the most basic level, people go to the mountains to find their souls, and in these days, a landscape that nurtures the soul is one worth celebrating.

(Bernadette McDonald is Vice President, Mountain Culture at The Banff Centre. Within that division, Bernadette is director of the Banff Mountain Film Festival, now in its 26th year, and founding director of the eight-year old Banff Mountain Book Festival.)

Bernadette_McDonald@BanffCentre.ab.ca

Speech of A. Camino, Mountain Forum

Mr. President, Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Ambassadors and Delegates, Ladies and gentlemen,

With utmost excitement and expectations the Mountain Forum celebrates the launching of the International Year of Mountains 2002. A global network of networks, the Mountain Forum was established in 1996 to facilitate and promote the implementation of Chapter 13 of Agenda 21 ("Managing Fragile Ecosystems for Sustainable Mountain Development"). Mountain Forum has been a most innovative driving force in advancing the "Mountain Agenda" and promoting the International Year of Mountains.

The organization has evolved by integrating five active regional networks representing Africa, Asia Pacific, Europe and Latin and North America. With a fast-growing membership, nowadays counting over 3 thousand individual and 180 institutional members from more than a hundred countries, the Mountain Forum brings together the vast diversity of mountain stakeholders.

The Mountain Forum takes the lead in supporting global action to promote equitable, ecologically sustainable mountain development. This is achieved through information sharing, mutual support and advocacy. In order to achieve these objectives, MF uses modern and traditional communications, supports networking and capacity building, and encourages members to be proactive in advocating sustainable development of mountain areas.

Being a strong electronic knowledge gathering and sharing platform, the Mountain Forum's web pages http://www.mtnforum.org is one of the most exhaustive, valued and moderated resources in the electronic cyber media with over 1700 documents and over 6000 discussion list archives.

Besides managing the membership database, registration and enquiries, the MF team, located in five regional offices around the world, provides specialized electronic discussion lists management. Those e-lists with a geographic focus are: Africa, Asia Pacific, Europe, InfoAndina (Andes), Latin America, North America, Summary and Global lists. There are other thematic lists, which are on-going discussion platforms for members to share specific subject-interest lists. These include Mountain Women, Mountain Geography, highland Paramo environments, Andean deer conservation, Andean Potatoes, Gender and Natural Resources, and TOPAS (Training of Protected Areas Staff). Members and even non-members are invited to join one or more discussion lists. Besides these, the MF hosts several internal lists to support planning and administration of trans-boundary mountain networks.

The various regional nodes and the Global Information Server Node also provide an innovative opportunity for the MF members and other interested persons invited to join "Electronic Conferences". These are on-line, global or regional thematic conferences moderated and managed technically by MF staff and supported by invited Subject Moderators. So far the MF team has conducted 16 e-conferences on various subjects.

MF also provides technical training for mountain groups on electronic networking. Further it focuses on capacity building for small NGOs. Besides these daily services, the MF's Calendar of events is linked to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization's International Year of Mountains (IYM) 2002 pages. It plays a key in advocating the Mountain Agenda at various international meetings and conferences, and particularly with FAO's Ad-hoc Inter-Agency Meetings and Commission on Sustainable Development. MF is also actively involved in several key events being planned for IYM celebrations - e.g. Celebrating Mountain Women's meeting, the Rio+10 mountain-related workshops and conferences, the Bishkek Global Mountain Summit, the Quito ANEM Conference, etc. Several of the regional nodes are providing information services and support to the National Committees, e.g. Peru and Bolivia by the Latin American Node of MF.

An eminent international Board of Directors representing all nodes, founding partners, donors, and FAO currently governs the MF. A global Secretariat coordinates and facilitates the work of regional nodes from its headquarters in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Mountain Forum looks forward to the International Year of Mountains as a unique and promising opportunity to advance the concerns of mountain inhabitants and their future perspectives, in the context of conserving their natural and cultural heritage.

Alejandro Camino D.C.

Executive Secretary Mountain Forum

c/o ICIMOD

P.O. Box 3226, Kathmandu

NEPAL

E-Mail: acamino@mtnforum.org

            acamino@icimod.org.np

2.2 
Activities in different regions and countries

Europe

Meeting: European National Committees, Focal Points and organizations for 2002 – International Year of the Mountains European Parliament Brussels, November 28, 2001

The meeting, convened by European Member of Parliament and President of the Italian Committee for 2002- IYM, in accordance with FAO (IYM Lead Agency), was held to promote continued coordination and exchange of information and ideas regarding national and regional initiatives for IYM. Mr. Caveri welcomed the audience highlighting the importance of dealing with mountains both within and beyond national boundaries. He then pointed out the relevance of focussing on peace and conflict resolution in mountain regions and the fundamental role of an active cooperation between national groups and major IYM event organizers. Other Members of the European Parliament Group "Friends of the Mountains", of which Mr. Caveri is President, also attended the meeting. Giacomo Santini (Italy) and Arlindo Cunha (Portugal) intervened on the importance of the Parliament’s involvement in national and regional IYM initiatives.

Douglas McGuire of FAO emphasized the relevance of national activities as crucial for local awareness-raising and for promoting concentration on real solutions to specific problems. To date, 40 national committees/focal points have been established around the world and this needs to be considered a great success. The FAO Coordination Unit is trying to improve communication and information exchange, establishing better and regular contacts with national committees, continually updating the FAO website and preparing toolkits to improve communication strategies.

Countries and organizations delivered presentations of their IYM initiatives and activities. The events described, all of which aim to contribute to reaching FAO/UN goals for the IYM, demonstrate the variety of national, regional and worldwide opportunities already available. Following is a brief non-exhaustive description:

The Club Arc Alpin will take part in IYM celebrations collaborating with national committees and proposing projects which emphasize the importance and specificity of Alpine issues. A member of UIAA, the Club is involved in writing of the 2002 UIAA charter.

AEM (European Association of Elected Representatives From Mountain Areas): The association belongs to APMM (Association of World Mountain Populations) and is taking part in the organization of the II World Meeting of Mountain Populations, to be held in Quito 18-24 September 2002. In particular, the European preparatory meetings for Quito in Slovenia and Calabria (Italy) will provide an opportunity for representatives of Mediterranean, Central and Eastern European countries to discuss regional mountain policies in the future of an enlarged EU. On July 5-6, 2002 a conference will be held in Chamonix on the role of local communities and organizations in the application of the Alpine Convention. This association ensures that its efforts to promote IYM objectives will go beyond 2002.

Euromontana: main events for 2002 include: 

· European Mountain Convention - May 16-17-18, Inverness, Scotland, on general mountain issues with a focus on forestry and cooperation opportunities. 

· Central/East European Meeting in Slovakia - September/October, 2002 

· Working seminar on the quality of mountain products. February 1-2, Toulouse. 

European Mountain Forum, as official compilers of the IYM Calendar together with FAO, encourages all national committees to make their activities known as soon as possible. EMF also points out that, although certain newly established committees were not able to participate in the meeting, their involvement in regional IYM initiatives should nevertheless be encouraged. For example, Poland, Ukraine and Bosnia Herzegovina are all now actively promoting the IYM on a local level. Mention was also made of the event which Mountain Forum is helping to promote: Celebrating Mountain Women - May 28 –30.

Germany: German National Focal Point for IYM collaborates with NGOs in Germany and Federal Ministers. A brief list of their initiatives follows: promotion of popular slogans "we all depend on mountains" and "mountains make sense"; creation of an IYM website in German; a national launch in Munich – Feb. 15; a conference on the Alpine Convention process as applicable to other mountain regions (i.e., central Europe), with the participation of the Executive Director of UNEP – June 27-28, 2002; an official closing meeting (November 2002) held in collaboration with Poland and the Czech Republic. Finally, synergies with 2002 - International Year of Eco-tourism are being sought.

UNEP is very active internationally for promoting IYM. In particular, UNEP Executive Director has suggested that next World Enviornment Day (June 5) be dedicated to mountains. UNEP is also promoting synergies between International Year of Eco-tourism and IYM. A Rio+10 preparatory conference for Heads of State will take place (not yet confirmed) at the beginning of next year in New York. During the meeting, European examples will be highly considered as well as the importance of a constant collaboration between public and private sector. European preparatory meetings for the Bishkek Global Mountain Summit (October 29 - November 1) are being organized. Finally, activities promoting transfer of Alpine experiences to the Carpathian and Caucasus areas are being planned.

APMM/ANEM/French Committee: As a representative of the French National Committee could not be present, Claude Brand made mention of France’s main IYM activities, including: "branding" of various proposals with the IYM logo; a national-level debate on mountain issues and promotion of communications between mountain inhabitants and mountaineers. Solidarity among inhabitants of mountain regions is also being promoted.

Globally, APMM and ANEM are organizing the aforementioned Quito meeting (18-24 Sept.) and its six preparatory regional meetings in Thailand, Sikkhim, Bolivia, Madagascar, Slovenia and Calabria (exact dates to be confirmed).

Switzerland: Switzerland hopes to share their experience in mountain sustainable development with other countries and areas throughout IYM. Some of their main activities include:

· International Mountain Symposium (Interlaken, October 2001) – already held; 

· support of Bishkek Global Mountain Summit and other Central Asia programs; 

· a series of local activities including awareness campaigns in schools, initiatives concerning mountain food traditions,

· encouraging North-South exchanges, discussion of transport issues, mountain architecture and general awareness-raising

· activities on mountain issues for tourists and trekkers; 

· dissemination of a brochure and CD Rom prepared by the Swiss Cooperation on their mountain activities. 

Slovenia: The Minister of Agriculture and Forestry and President of the Working Group created by the Slovenian government´prepared a draft program for the International Year of the Mountains. Government objectives include preservation of mountain areas, sustainable development and preservation of cultural heritage. Other activities are also being planned, such as a national IYM launch; preparation of promotional materials (brochures, posters and website) and proposal of an exhaustive research project analyzing the objectives of agricultural policies and forestry issues. Cooperation with the International Year of Eco-tourism is also a priority.

Kyrgyzstan: The Kyrgyz National Committee was one of the first to be set up and continues to be very active. Numerous cultural and scientific activities are being planned by local administrations and NGOs. The aforementioned Bishkek Global Mountain Summit is clearly one of their main committments.

Austria: The representatives spoke on behalf of the Federal Minister of Agriculture, Water and Environment. A conference was already held in Salzburg on "Ecotourism in mountain areas: a challenge for sustainable development" in collaboration with the World Tourism Organization, UNEP and FAO and upcoming events include an international meeting on economic and ecological benefits of mountain forests (September – Innsbruck) and a European Congress for mountain farmers (June - Saint Johann). Austrian Universities will be promoting an international course of studies on Mountain Forests and Alpine management in English. 

UNCEM, a founding member institution of the Italian National Committee, already inaugurated this International Year with the "Mountain States-General" (Sept. 2001 - Turin). 1500 mountain stakeholders attended the meeting analyzing operational guidelines in fields such as policy, economy, culture and environment. UNCEM aims to continue giving a voice to the various operators and experts throughout 2002 and beyond in order to obtain concrete responses from policy-makers. UNCEM is active in APMM and will be promoting the European preparatory meetings to Quito as well as the Quito Meeting itself.

Italy: The Italian Committee briefly mentioned their major IYM activities, explaining in particular High Summit (May 6-10) and promotional initiatives such as expansion of their website www.montagna.org, where a full calendar of national and international events promoted by the Committee can be consulted.

Mr. Caveri pointed out the European Parliament’s commitment to mountain initiatives and reminded promoters of European events to ensure the involvement of MEPs whenever possible. The Italian Presidency of the Alpine Convention will organize a meeting to promote the Alpine Convention as a model for other European realities such as the Pyrenees. 

Mr. McGuire concluded the meeting asking everybody to keep FAO informed of events and activities for their web calendar. He finally announced that the UNGA declared 2002 also International Year of Cultural Heritage (UNESCO). 

EUROPEAN NATIONAL COMMITTES AND FOCAL POINTS MEETING - BRUSSELS, NOVEMBER 28, 2001

List of participants

NAME


INSTITUTE
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Douglas McGuire
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douglas.mcguire@fao.org
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UNEP – Switzerland


iatsenia@unep.ch
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Gerhard Baumgartner
Bundesministerium für
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Vertretung@brm.rep.admin.ch

Lhermitte Gaelle
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Frank Gaskell 

Euromontana – Belgium
Euromontana@skynet.be

Claude Brand

Association Nationale des
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(ANEM) – France

Brand.anem@grenoble.cemagref.fr
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Association Européenne
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(AEM) – France 

aem@sdv.fr

Thomas Fleury 

Secrétaire Permanent de

la Commission Nationale 

de Protection de la Montagne 

– France 


admin.cnpm@clubalpin.com

Francoise Mees

European Mountain Forum

Switzerland 


europe@mtnforum.org

Luciano Caveri

Comitato Italiano per il

2002 AIM – President –

Italy



Lcaveri@europarl.eu.int

Beth Schommer
Comitato Italiano per il

2002 AIM – Executive
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beth.schommer@montagna.org
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(Member of European
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MEP
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Germany:

The webpages of German celebration of IYM 2002 can be found on http://www.berge2002.de

Responsible: Renate Tries-Schmitt

Bundesministerium für Verbraucherschutz,

Ernährung und Landwirtschaft Referat 523 - Einzelbetriebliche

Angelegenheiten, Banken und Kredit Rochusstraße 1 53123 Bonn

Tel.: ++49-228-529 3576 Fax: ++49-228-529 553995

E-Mail: Tries-Schmitt@bmvel.bund.de

Korea

Master Plan for the IUYM 2002 Activities in Korea

Objectives 

To increase the public awareness of and the knowledge on the importance and value of the forest and mountain village  through the various forest related activities and events *To secure the public supporting ground of forest  administration through observing IYM 2002

Principle Guidelines

· Various events which can raise public's awareness on the importance and the value of mountains 

· Leading the participation of local governments and private sectors in order to secure the maximum result 

· Organizing the working group for IYM 2002 events 

List of Events 

1.  
Major national events

A)
IYM 2002 Commemorative ceremony April 4, 2002 

B)
Legislation of Forest Charter

Objective: Raise the awareness on forest conservation and increase the sound citizen's consciousness    

Process: Form a Forest Charter Legislation Committee (including experts/professors in forestry, philosophy, history, education and social sciences related people)

April 4, 2002

C)
Conference on sustainable forest management and combating desertification 

Sejong Cultural Center, Seoul (Date to be decided later)

Theme: Strategies for Sustainable Forest Management and combating desertification in the 21st Century

2.
Events on mountain: In search of mountain

A)
Mountaineering meeting 

International mountaineering meet with a participation of internationally or domestically well-known alpinists 

Youth Expedition to World Famous Mountains

Climbing Mt. Paekdu by South/North Korean & Chinese Alpinist (under consideration) 

B)
IYM 2000 Commemorating Park 

Commemorating Park will be established in one of among 10 World Cup Host Cities in celebration of both IYM 2002 and World Cup in Korea 

Size will be approximately 10 ha. (to be selected either from National Forest or from Public Forest in agreement with the local governments) 

Various species of trees and flowers will be mixed & planted

C)
Forest culturae festivals

To promote festivals in an attempt to address the importance of mountains & provide people with a variety of opportunities to feel mountains much closer

Detailed events including Forest Music Concert and Art/Photo Exhibits will be announced later  

Local and seasonal festivals fully reflecting their respective characteristics, will be promoted, which include wild vegetables and a royal azalea blossom festivals in spring, rafting in summer, pine mushroom and chestnut festivals in autumn, and snow flower and sunrise welcoming festivals in winter

3.
Events on Paekdu-Daegan: for the healthy Paekdu-Daegan!

A)
Conservation and management of Paekdu-Daegan 

Raise public awareness on the comprehensive conservation and management of Paekdu-daegan, the backbone of mountain ecosystem of Korean Peninsula

Major actions

Purchase private forest around Paekdu-daegan

Reforestation and rehabilitation of the degraded area ecosystem

Assigning, expanding forest genetic resources protected forests and establishing the management scope of the forests  

B)
Forest Cleaning-up movement

Expanding the importance of forest conservation and the support of successful World Cup 2002 by cleaning-up mountain areas around Paekdu-daegan: Comprehensive support will be provided including helicopters from Korea Forest Service,  which will be used for garbage transportation

To develope the festival for uniting whole nation by attracting overall participation from nearby counties, cities, and provinces: Carry out the movement by Korea Forest Service, local governments, Forest Cooperatives, National Parks Authority, and NGOs together

C)
Eco-tourism to Paekdu-Daegan 

Encouraging youths to join the eco-tourism to Paekdu-daegan during the summer vacation, which will provide the opportunity to have mental & physical training as well as raise awareness on the importance of forest  

Major activities: Early August 2002, Paekdu-daegan Participants: About 300 students (Middle and high school) Support from the press, tour experiences will be reported in series 

4.
Environmentally sustainable mountain community

A)
Photo contest on beautiful mountain communities 

To be held in connection with the 2nd Forest Cultural Work Contest: Official theme will be 'Mountain' and 'Mountain community' in the field of photos, painting and poetry Contest for general public and students(elementary and middle/high school)

To be organized by Korea Forest Service & Forest 

Cooperatives: Announced in March & pieces of work will be accepted until September

B)
Design contest of beautiful mountain community model 

Objective:  Develop various contents for original and creative mountain community development as well as attract attention from the general public over the mountain community  

Contest Field:  Designing, planning, facility, and the framework of ecological mountain community (candidate place for the contest notified in advance)

C)
International Symposium on sustainable development of mountain community

Theme: Strategies for the sustainable development taking appropriate advantage of forest & recreational resources of  communities 

Participants: National and international experts on mountain community development and local governments & representatives from the mountain communities

To be organized by Korea Forest Service, Forest Community Foundation Forest Recreation Society 

D)
Interchane program between  mountain communities and cities 

Develop and run the regular interchange program with cities, in which those mountain communities finished ' Forest Community Development' program

E)
Coverage of Korfean and internatzional  mountain community

Draw close attention of general public over the significance of forest community by broadcasting current status of  domestic/overseas communities 

Country: Japan, Austria, Switzerland, USA, and etc.

Content: Status quo, developmental method & assistance program of mountain community, application program of mountain community culture and ecotourism

F) 
Mountain community summit 

To be organized by Forest Community Foundation & Korea Forest Service

Theme: Discuss importance and need of sustainable development of mountain community, developmental and assistant method Mountain Community Declaration adopted and issued

Participants: Heads of mountain community local governments, representative of resident and related grassroots organizations

5. 
Beautiful mountains and forests

A) 
Movie and book on beautiful Korean montains

Movies and books that highlight scenic beauty of Korean Mountains across countries and four seasons, will be produced and promoted

B) 
National contest for beautiful forests

Beautiful forests throughout nation are annually awarded in an attempt to encourage forest creation and conservation voluntarily among general public

Awards are given to several kinds of forest like street forest, community forest, school forest and forest to be preserved for the 22nd century

The awarded forests get special care and supervision with the establishment of a signboard whose size is 60 x 40 cm

These forests will be used in the production of calendar and leaflet 

Japan

2002 Tokyo Declaration for the International Year of Mountains

We, the participants in the UNU International Symposium on the Conservation of Mountain Ecosystems, held in Tokyo (Japan) on 1 February 2002

1. Acknowledging with gratitude the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/53/24 to declare the year 2002 as the International Year of Mountains, thus drawing the world's attention to the need to foster sustainable

mountain development;

2. Recognizing that mountains are fragile ecosystems with unique natural and human resources as stipulated in Agenda 21, Chapter 13;

3. Noting with concern that human pressure on mountain resources from extraction of mineral resources, soil erosion, touristic exploitation, etc., continues to affect the mountain environment adversely, particularly with regard to endemic, rare and endangered species of wild fauna and flora in mountains and also depletes mineral resources;

4. Noting further with concern, that climate change can seriously affect water regimes in highlands as well as lowlands, which can pose problems with the quality and quantity of available freshwater resources for human consumption and agriculture and increase competition between different interest groups in which mountain dwellers are usually the disadvantaged members, leading to an increase in the potential vulnerability of mountain people;

5. Noting also that ca. 500 million people in mountains live below the poverty line (80% of the world's mountain population);

6. Recognizing that environmental management of mountains needs to take holistic approaches in conserving the environment, while at the same time providing sustainable incomes for mountain dwellers, including appropriate compensation for their services;

7. Affirming that scientific studies on mountain systems, management of natural resources and monitoring of mountain environments are essential for fostering sustainable development in line with conservation and development objectives;

8. Conscious that mountain dwellers, especially women, are the main stakeholders and often the true managers who ensure the sustainable development of mountain environments and participate in the utilization and management of mountain resources;

9. Conscious also that mountain dwellers safeguard important cultural diversity that needs to be maintained and allowed to evolve further in a world moving towards globalization;

10. Aware that there is a considerable gap in knowledge and perception of mountains between academia and the general public, for whom the mass media serve as the main source of information regarding mountains;

11. Aware also that mountains and areas under the influence of mountains accommodate and provide a livelihood not only for poor communities, as often perceived, but also for a significant proportion of the urban population of the world, whose resource consumption has a heavy impact on utilization and management of mountain resources; and

12. Realizing that mountains, including the human inhabitants and the natural environments in mountain areas, especially in developing countries, are highly susceptible to serious and increasing physical violence and destruction, for example from armed conflicts, due to their particular geographical features;

Declare that:

13. UNU should continue its work with mountain populations to appraise their situations, to identify gaps in knowledge, needs and constraints, and to help them work towards more sustainable development;

14. Every effort should be made to support mountain research and monitoring in the field of environmental conservation and sustainable mountain resource use;

15. Capacity-building and education targeted at all levels and segments of mountain populations and minorities traditionally dependent on mountain resources must be further strengthened so as to counteract the looming marginalization of mountain dwellers;

16. Cultural diversity in mountains needs to be maintained and developed, as it can be a powerful means for counteracting social, economic and environmental degradation in mountains;

17. Holistic and trans-disciplinary management schemes for environmental conservation and sustainable development be applied in mountain regions (as is the case in biosphere reserves);

18. More efforts should be made to disseminate proper and correct information to the public by working with the mass media as well as by improving the coordination of activities between researchers and practitioners;

19. Greater attention should be given to the urban aspect of mountains, through additional research and monitoring of highland-lowland interactions;

20. Empowerment of poor local communities, especially of women, should be supported in order to facilitate sustainable development of mountains in a self-supporting manner;

21. The issue of conflicts and resulting destruction of mountain ecosystems and livelihoods should receive more serious consideration from academia and policy-makers; and

22. The possibility of new approaches to mountain issues should be explored, for instance, by identifying hotspots and creating and discovering successful approaches applicable to different problems and contexts of sustainable mountain development.

We therefore call upon UNU, UNESCO, FAO, UNEP, UNDP and other concerned international and national organizations and NGOs to facilitate mountain research, monitoring, capacity-building, sustainable development, conservation of mountain ecosystems, and maintenance of cultural diversity in mountains so as to create linkages and synergies among mountain scientists, mountain communities, policy / decision-makers, practitioners and the general public.

Lebanon

The Mountains of Lebanon should be highlighted during the International Year of Mountains (IYM). These mountains were once carpeted with a rich stand of cedar, pine, oak, juniper and fir. In fact the Epic of Gilgamesh and the Old Testament abound with references to the majestic forests of Lebanon. It is a documented fact that from about 5000 years ago, everyone wanted the prized wood of the stately cedars beginning with the Sumerians, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Pharaohs of Egypt, and especially King Solomon who wanted to build his famous temple in Jerusalem.

As far as the mountains of Lebanon are concerned, the IYM had its beginning about two thousand years ago when the Roman Emperor Hadrian (117-138 A.D.) during an inspection of the eastern parts of the Empire was so shocked by the destruction of the Lebanese mountain forests, especially the cedars and pines, that he enacted one of the first written laws for the conservation of nature. He ordered that one hundred rock inscriptions be placed around the surviving forests in Lebanon designating them as imperial domain. His written command could well be one of the first nature conservation laws in the history of mankind.

At the turn of the twentieth century about 20% of the Lebanese mountains were covered with forests, and now in 2002 we are down to an estimated 5-7%. The words of Eric Eckholm, "five thousand years of service to civilization has left the Lebanese highlands a permanently degraded vestige of their former glory". In order to reverse this trend and conserve and manage a historic mountain biological heritage, a group of Lebanese NGOs moved the Government in 1993 to ask UNDP and IUCN to prepare a project proposal to assist Lebanon with the establishment of a series of protected areas.

Since its inception in 1996, the Protected Areas Project of Lebanon has put into place a system of protected areas to safeguard endemic and endangered species of flora and fauna, conserve their habitats and incorporate biodiversity conservation as an integral part of sustainable human development. The mountain protected areas covered by this project are:

1- Al-Shouf Cedars representing a mountainous ecosystem of the central Mount Lebanon chain. It's altitude varies from 1200 to 1900 meters and is made up of a series of peaks parallel to the sea. Al-Shouf Cedars is the southern-most limit of Cedar of Lebanon and the flora of the area is represented by a wide variety of trees, shrubs, grasses and herbs. An impressive number of birds use this protected area as a resting spot during their annual migrations.

2- Horsh Ehden representing a mountainous ecosystem of the northern Mount Lebanon chain (1300-1950 meters) and located 3.5 km from the summer resort of Ehden. It has one of the larger stands of the native Cedar of Lebanon with thousands of trees of elegant stature.  Mixed in with the cedars are pines, oaks, junipers, maple, wild apples and plums. Horsh Ehden is a sanctuary for resident and migratory birds, spring and summer breeders and winter visitors.

The UNDP/GEF Protected Areas Project in Lebanon is nearing completion and has had its fair share of successes and failures. However it is interesting to note that both UNDP and GEF consider the project to be a great success and showcased its accomplishments during two side events at COP6 in The Hague (April 2002). ("Faisal Abu-Izzeddin" faisal_consultant@hotmail.com)

Nepal

IYM in Nepal marked with various activities

On 1 January, 2002, the launching of International Year of the Mountains 2002 (IYM) was marked by various national level activities. 

Early on the morning of the new year around 6:30 am Nepal Time, the national Radio Nepal broadcasted a panel discussion on the importance, goals and activities of IYM with the Nepal IYM National Coordination Committee's Executive Committee members. Similarly, on the same day, about 75 kilometers southwest from Kathmandu, Daman Mountainous Botanical Garden was opened by the Minister for Forest and Soil Conservation, His Majesty's Government, Nepal, who is also the convenor of the IYM National Coordination Committee in Nepal. The opening of this mountain botanical garden was broadcasted by the national Nepal Television English and Nepali national news. 

All the more, on the national Nepal Television, a special programme on the IYM was broadcasted by the Nepal Forum for Environmental Journalist regular TV programme called the Ankhi Jhyal. This TV report on IYM broadcasted a panel discussion on importance of sustainable development of mountains and IYM and what Nepal should be and will be doing to celebrate the IYM. The panel consisted of Nepal IYM National Coordination Committee and Executive Committee members. Minister for Forest and Social Conservation, Secretary of the same ministry and mountain development experts from ICIMOD and IUCN participated in this discussion. It was a half an hour substantive TV reporting on IYM and sustainable mountain development.   

Just the day before the New Year there was a national level press conference organised in Kathmandu by the IYM National Coordination and Executive Committee. The next day, that is 1 January, 2002, there was ample coverage of the IYM on the national English and Nepali dailies. There was a special op-ed column feature article on one of the newly launched national English dailies.

Few days before the onset of the year 2002, 103 new mountain peaks have been declared open for tourists and mountaineers in Nepal. This also adds to the ushering IYM, and IEY in Nepal. 

In sum there have been significant activities that have marked the launching of IYM in Nepal. The IYM National Coordination Committee and the Executive Committee will be for the next couple of weeks carrying out various activities to mark the "kick off" of the IYM in Nepal. 

Poland

The Polish IYM 2002 Committee organized the press conference for Polish journalists doevoted to the IYM2002. It was held in the headquarter of the Polish Ecological Club in Cracow (Slawkowska str. 26A) on 11th December at 4 pm. The leader of the meeting was dr Wojciech Gasienica-Byrcyn, the primery direcor of the tatra National Park who was fired by the minister (previus) for his disagreement to diminish the park area and defending it against the tourist investments. The organizing commiteee included:

· mr Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz - head (the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland), absent in Cracow,

· Prof. dr Ewa Simonides (the Deputy Minister in Ministry of Environment) represented in Cracow by mr Stanislaw Lubczynski, officer in the Ministry,

· prof. dr Bronislaw W. Woloszyn, the President of the Committee of Nature Conservation of the Polish Academy of Sciences,

· mr Krzysztof Komornicki, head of NGO Zdanie in Sudety Mts and the Director of the Middle European Mounatins Group in the frame of European IYM2002 Committee

· prof. dr Zbigniew J. Witkowski, Vice-President of the Polish Ecological Club, National Board,

· dr Rafal Serafin, President of the Environmental Partnership Foundation.

Committee presented the idea of the IYM2002 to the journalists, our proposals of its celebration in Poland and aims to be achieved in future (new mountain law act in Poland and the Carpathian Convention) The conference was presented in two programs of Polish TV and several central and regional journals. We have presented also our web page: www.iop.krakow.pl/iym2002/index.htm

Switzerland

Since December 11, 2001 Switzerland has a homepage for the International Year of mountains! You find it at www.berge2002.ch (German), www.montagnes2002.ch  (French) or www.montagna2002.ch (Italian). There is information about projects for IYM, about the background and aim of IYM, lots of links related to mountains and information about nature, culture and economy in the Swiss mountains (Alps and Jura). This part is available in English, look at http://www.berge2002.ch/exp/enc/index.html  or http://www.berge2002.ch/exp/cam/index.html.

Throughout the whole year 2002 there will be added new information, fitting to the season.

2.3
Mountain Summit, Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan)

BISHKEK GLOBAL MOUNTAIN SUMMIT

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 29 October - 1 November 2002

President Akaev of Kyrgyzstan and Dr. Klaus Topfer, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme have the pleasure to announce the convening of the Bishkek Global Mountain Summit (BGMS), the final global event of the International Year of Mountains (IYM), 2002, in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, from 29 October to 1 November 2002.

By its resolution A/RES/53/24 of November 10th 1998, the  United Nations General Assembly endorsed the proposal of the Government of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan to organise the year 2002 as the International Year of Mountains (IYM). It invited FAO to serve as the lead agency in collaboration with governments, UNEP, UNDP, UNESCO and other relevant organizations of the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations.  The mission statement for the IYM states that it will promote "the conservation and sustainable development of mountain regions, thereby ensuring the well-being of mountain and lowland communities."  During the IYM, a great diversity of events will take place, including meetings at local to global levels. The BGMS will bring together many of those who have participated in these meetings, drawing on their collective experience and the concrete outputs developed in many venues around the world. BGMS participants could agree on concrete actions to ensure sustainable development and management of mountain regions in the 21st century.

Prior to the BGMS, a draft of the final document (Bishkek Mountain Platform, BMP) will be prepared, incorporating key recommendations from thematic papers (see below), other major IYM events, and the World Summit on Sustainable Development. This draft document will also be posted soon on the dedicated website (www:BishkekGlobalMountainSummit.org) and made available in paper form to all participants at the BGMS.

The projected concrete outputs of the BGMS will be:

· the Bishkek Mountain Platform

· possibly, a draft resolution to the United Nations General Assembly

· possibly, a framework for transboundary/regional and, if appropriate, global plan of action for mountains

· possibly, a Charter on Sustainable Mountain Development in Central Asia region

Thematic focus

To prepare the BGMS, 10 thematic papers were prepared by lead authors in collaboration with a broad-based alliance of organizations and individuals, approved by the International Advisory Board (IAB) for the BGMS that is established and chaired by the President Akaev of Kyrgyz Republic.  To add value and promote inclusiveness, drafts of these papers will be considered during different IYM events and will benefit from an electronic consultation (e-consultation) organised by the Mountain Forum. It is planned, that additional inputs to the BMP will come from the 'High Summit 2002' process organized by the Italian National Committee for the IYM, "Alpine Process  Blueprint for Future" conference, organised by the German National Committee for the IYM, CIPRA International and UNEP, as well as from " World Meeting of the Mountain People", organized by the Government of Peru and APNM in collaboration with FAO and many other organizations. Outputs from these processes will contribute to the final versions of the papers, to be posted on a dedicated website and made available in paper form to all participants at the BGMS.

The thematic papers consider the following sets of topics:

· International and regional agreements and cooperation and sustainable mountain development

· National policies and institutions for sustainable mountain development

· Legal, economic, and compensation mechanisms in support of sustainable mountain development

· Sustainable livelihoods and poverty alleviation

· Tourism and the conservation and maintenance of biological and cultural diversity

· Institutions for democratic and decentralized sustainable mountain development

· Conflicts and peace in mountain areas 

· Mountain infrastructure: access, communications, energy

· Promotion and integration of education, science and culture in mountain protection and development

· Water, natural resources, hazards, desertification and the implications of climate change

These ten areas will be the focus of global and regional workshops during the BGMS (see below).

Proposed Structure of the Meeting

The five-day meeting, expected to be attended by more than 400 participants representing Governments and a wide range of stakeholders, has been structured to ensure full discussion of the key issues of sustainable mountain development through plenary speeches, workshops organised both thematically and regionally, and opportunities for plenary discussion and consensus.

Day 1: After the official opening and reports from major IYM events in the first plenary session, two thematic papers will be presented and initially discussed in plenary panel sessions. The other eight thematic papers will be discussed in eight parallel thematic round tables, of three hours each. The poster displays and "Mountain Marketplace"(see below) will be opened. 

Day 2: The programme will primarily consist of multi-thematic round tables, for each of the six global regions: Africa, East Asia/Pacific, Europe/Central Asia, Latin America/Caribbean, North America, West Asia. Each round table will consider each of the 10 thematic papers together with preliminary suggestions for changes/additions/recommendations for action deriving from the thematic round tables on Day 1. Each round table will also: 1) prepare regional/subregional suggestions for incorporation in the Bishkek Mountain Platform - including follow-up actions; 2) consider establishment (or strengthening of existing) networks for joint actions, and mountain stakeholders' associations or networks.

Day 3: The morning will be devoted to workshops on the 10 themes, to agree on frameworks for action on key priorities, based on the outputs of the thematic round tables (Day 1) and regional round tables (Day 2), to include proposed mechanisms for action, supported by alliances and institutional arrangements for follow-up. The afternoon plenary will begin with summaries of the outcomes of the regional and global round tables. These presentations and following discussion will be the basis for the Bishkek Mountain Platform, to be formally adopted the following day, and possibly for a framework for some Regional and, if appropriate, Global Program of Action for Sustainable Mountain Development.

Day 4: The high-level segment, with keynote speeches from the proposed Council of Patrons, and the adoption of Bishkek Mountain Platform and institutional framework for its implementation. A press conference will follow. A separate meeting of the proposed Council

of Patrons will take place at the residence of President of Kyrgyzstan.

Additional components of the BGMS will include:

· Field trips on November 2, to mountain regions of Kyrgyzstan.

· Poster displays on the outcomes of previous meetings and by organizations working in mountain areas.

· The "Mountain Marketplace". This will focus on good ideas and best practice for sustainable mountain development, through poster presentations and exhibitions relating to scientific and development projects and programmes, economic and technical/technological concepts and projects, and commercial products and services. Throughout the Summit, the Marketplace will provide opportunities for matching good ideas and products with those who could 'buy' them. Awards may be given for the best ideas.

· Side events, primarily with a regional focus, organized by sponsors who would like to use the opportunity of involving the diverse range of stakeholders participating in the Summit.

Organizations wishing to present poster displays, participate in the "Mountain Marketplace", or organize side events should contact the Summit Secretariat (see below).

The Second Announcement will provide a progress report on the various preparatory activities being carried out. For further information regarding the BGMS, please contact Andrew Fesenko, Executive Secretary, National Organising Committee in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan at andrewf@mail.ru and

Andrei Iatsenia, UNEP Mountains Programme Coordinator,

Technical Secretariat for the BGMS, UNEP-WCMC and UNEP

Regional Office for Europe, 15 Rue des Anemones, 1219,

Chatelaine-Geneva, Switzerland. Tel: +41-22-9178273; fax

+41-22-917-80-36; e-mail: iatsenia@unep.ch;

www.UNEP.ch/BishkekGlobalMountainSummit

e-consulations:

1) 11-22 February 2002 : "Conflicts and peace in mountain areas" (Paper C2) - author: Frederick Starr 

2) 18 Feb -1 Mar 2002 : "Tourism and the conservation and maintenance of biological and cultural diversity" (Paper B3) - authors: Wendy Brewer Lama, Nikhat Sattar 

3) 25 Feb - 8 Mar 2002 : "Sustainable livelihoods and poverty alleviation" (Paper B2) ´- author: Steve Rasmussen 

4) 4 -15 March 2002 : "Mountain infrastructure: access, communications, energy" (Paper D1)- author: Thomas Kohler 

5) 11-22 March 2002 : "Institutions for democratic and decentralized sustainable mountain development" (Paper C1) - author: D. Jane Pratt 

6) 18-29 March 2002 : "Promotion and integration of education, science and culture in mountain protection and development" (Paper D2) - authors: Bruno Messerli, Edwin Bernbaum 

7) 25 March -5 April 2002 : "Water, natural resources, hazards, desertification and the implications of climate change" (Paper E1) - authors: Ger Bergkamp, Brett Orlando 

8) 1-12 April 2002 : "Legal, economic, and compensation mechanisms in support of sustainable mountain development" (Paper B1) - authors: Maritta Koch-Weser & Landell Mills 

9) 8 -19 April 2002 : "National policies and institutions for sustainable mountain development" (Paper A2) - author: Doug McGuire 

10) 8 -19 April 2002 :  "International and regional agreements and cooperation and  sustainable mountain development" (Paper A1) - author: Heinz Schreiber

2.4
Photo Exhibition

The very first event on the eve of International Year of the Mountain 2002 was celebrated in India on December 11, 2001. The event was inaugurated with a two day long Photo Exhibition accompanied by a panel discussion with participants from India and Switzerland. The exhibition presents various aspects of the mountains in Alps and Himalayas, focusing on Nature, Habitat and Environment. The panel discussion was directed on the issues of ecology, people, conservation including species restoration with various threats to the mountain environment like melting of  glaciers etc. and a consistent effort to encourage ecotourism in the mountain regions. This event is organised by the Swiss embassy, New Delhi as a contribution to the IYM 2002.

MOUNTAINS: Annan Promotes Switzerland In Film For International Year

Mountains and the biodiversity they shelter are important for humankind, and the Swiss Alps are an apt spot for spiritual reflection, U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan says in a new 52-minute Switzerland Tourism documentary filmed for this year's International Year of Mountains. The film will be shown on U.K. television following its debut in a few months in Cannes, France.

Annan's participation in the documentary was secured by U.N. special representative for sport Adolf Ogi, a former Swiss Cabinet minister with whom Annan has hiked in the mountains near Kandersteg, Switzerland. In the film, Mountain Spirit, Annan admits to being a poor skier but professes his love for mountain walks, noting that the mountains outside Geneva are often clear when the city itself is shrouded in fog.

"It would have been unforgivable to miss such an opportunity," Switzerland Tourism deputy head Michel Ferla said of Switzerland's campaign to promote itself as a mountain country this year. In response to critics who say increased tourism could damage the Alpine ecosystem, Ferla added that the country has set "plenty of limits to prevent us from destroying what the mountains have given us."

Switzerland is launching its campaign March 17 at the Berlin International Tourism Exchange. Other elements of the campaign include a gathering of journalists at the Aletsch glacier, part of the Jungfrau-Aletsch- Bietschhorn area, recently named a UNESCO World Heritage site (Roy Probert, Swissinfo, Jan. 5).

Links:

Switzerland Tourism http://www.switzerlandtourism.ch/

International Year of Mountains http://www.mountains2002.org/

International Tourism Exchange http://www.fair.itb-berlin.com/

Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn http://www.unesco.org/whc/sites/1037.htm
UNESCO World Heritage 

http://www.unesco.org/whc/nwhc/pages/home/pages/homepage.htm

2.5
World Environment Day 5 June 2002

Message of UNEP Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer, on the occasion of World Environment Day 5 June 2002

"Give Earth a Chance"

"Just a couple of days ago, climbers, backed by UNEP, returned from the Himalayas, where they gathered first-hand accounts from monks, local people and other travellers on the state of the environment of the world's most famous mountain range.  They have recorded in words, in photographs, and on film, the dramatic impacts that global warming is having on glaciers, causing them to rapidly thaw, and build up melt waters in mountain lakes. As a result, these lakes could soon burst, sending million of tonnes of water and rubble swirling down the valleys threatening life and limb.  The expedition has also looked at the impacts of tourism on the mountains, concluding that much of what is happening is environmentally damaging, and a burden on the people, wildlife and landscapes of these once pristine wilderness areas.

Every year World Environment Day is an occasion to pause and reflect on the state of the environment.  This year especially, faced with the findings of our climbers, in the International Year of the Mountains, I urge you to 'Give Earth a Chance'.  I ask you to look at our daily impact on the planet and its peoples, and to take action to improve our environmental behaviour.

Although mountains have been revered since time began, such beliefs are no longer enough to preserve fragile mountain ecosystems, for the well-being of all.  We face an immense challenge, the challenge of ensuring their stability and preservation for the generations to come.

Mountains are our water-towers.  Mountains are a major source of energy. Mountains feed those living on them.  Mountain ecosystems are linked to life in the lowlands, to freshwater and to the seas.  Mountains are islands of rich biological and cultural diversity, home to unique plants, animals, languages and traditions.

Sustainable development is a must.  We need to combine the environmental dimension with social activity and economic development.  This must be our common target, especially in mountain regions.  Without sustainable development we cannot solve the problems.  It is not enough to simply say we have a conservation plan for nature, and natural resources.  We must

give people a chance to live and survive in these regions, therefore we need jobs; we need a perspective for young people to remain there and not go to the big cities.

Mountains are virtual treasure chests of untapped economic potential - vital to sustainable development.  This was recognized by the Earth Summit in Rio.

Mountains attract tourists, but tourism has to be well managed to minimize its impact on sensitive mountain environments.  Respect should be the byword of the tourists, and tour operators, that bring people into contact with local people and landscapes.  The respect includes paying local people a decent wage, sourcing local food and materials where possible, and observing local customs, beliefs and traditions.  Tourists are guests in other peoples' ecosystems and should behave as such.  Mountains as a resource have to be valued, and some of that value has to benefit mountain dwellers.  Earnings from tourism should be shared equitably between all stakeholders.

Especially this year, the International Year of Ecotourism, every effort should be made to promote ecotourism in mountains.  For some communities and regions, sustainable tourism can be a first step towards sustainable development.

Let us hope that all societies will come to revere mountains, and thus be motivated to invest in them, preserve this unique asset, and in turn reap benefit from it.

On this World Environment Day let us all begin to act for the conservation not only of the mountains, but the sea, the land, water and the air too. Let us act to give the Earth a chance.  An unpolluted pristine environment is vital to our survival, a precious resource, which will only endure if we 'Give Earth a Chance'."

For more information, please contact:  Jim Sniffen, UNEP Information Officer, New York, tel: +1-212-963-8094, e-mail: info@nyo.unep.org; information on World Environment Day can be found at www.unep.org/wed; information on the International Year of Mountains can be found at www.mountains2002.org; information on the International Year of Ecotourism can be found at www.uneptie.org/pc/tourism/ecotourism/iye.htm (UNEP News Release 2002/44)

2.5 
Web sites

One of the best ways to find out about International Year of Mountains

activities around the world is to visit the national Web sites. For

information about national activities visit the following Web sites: 

*       Australia www.australianalps.ea.gov.au/iym.html 

*       Bolivia www.aim2002bolivia.org/ 

*       Canada www.yearofmountains.ca/ 

*       France www.montanea.org/ 

*       Germany www.berge2002.de

*       Italy www.montagna.org/ 

*       Japan www.iym-japan.org/index.htm

*       Liechtenstein www.berge2002.li/intro_flashless.html

*       Mexico www.conafor.gob.mx/aim.htm

*       Peru www.condesan.org/peruAIM2002/

*       United Kingdom (Scotland) www.iym.uhi.ac.uk/

*       Switzerland www.berge2002.ch (German), www.montagnes2002.ch,

(French) www.montagna2002.ch (Italian)

3
Institutions

Here, we intend to inform you about particular organizations. If you want to find a special institution, please send us the information you want to be distributed.

ICIMOD

ICIMOD Library Database Goes On-line : http://www.icimod.org.np/library

The entire ICIMOD Library database is now available on-line.  You can search the catalogue by author, title or keyword.  You can also fill in a form to create searches on a particular 

subject. 

The Library uses an older version of UNESCO's popular CDS/ISIS software to catalog its bibliographic holdings. To make this available on  the Web, the CDS/ISIS database is parsed into MS SQL Server 2000 database while accordingly  formatted for the search engine to exploit it effectively. An utility has been developed in Visual Basic to parse the CDS/ISIS database acceptable by SQL Server. The search engine uses ASP (Active Server Page) technology.

Thus, by making use of the  Microsoft's IIS Web Server in combination with the SQL Server, the  library catalogue has been made available on-line. In the process we have evolved a methodology and a tested case, which ICIMOD would be pleased to share, as well as any information on making a Library database based on CDS/ISIS available online. Please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Sushil Pandey <spandey@icimod.org.np>, Systems' Specialist at ICIMOD, on this matter.  Visit the ICIMOD website and read more about the ICIMOD Library <http://www.icimod.org/publications/library.htm>.

Sangeeta Pandey

Documentation Officer/Web Person

International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development

Jawalakhel, Kathmandu, Nepal

E-mail: sangeeta@icimod.org.np

URL: http://www.icimod.org

The Sustainable Agriculture Natural Resource Management (SANREM) Program 

The Sustainable Agriculture Natural Resource Management (SANREM) Program is a Collaborative Research Support Program (CRSP), supported by the U.S. Agency for International Development Cooperative Agreement No. PCE-A-00- 98-00019-00 and managed by the University of Georgia. The project brings together researchers from eight US universities who partner with host country universities, local and national government officials; international agricultural research centers; and non-governmental organizations.

SANREM's mission is to assist in the analysis, creation and successful application of decision support methods, institutional innovations, and local capacity approaches to support participatory sustainable agriculture and natural resource planning, management, and policy analysis at local, municipal, provincial, and national levels. The Sustainable Agriculture Natural Resource Management (SANREM) Program is a Collaborative Research Support Program (CRSP), supported by the U.S. Agency for International Development Cooperative Agreement No. PCE-A-00- 98-00019-00 and managed by the University of Georgia. The project brings together researchers from eight US universities who partner with host country universities, local and national governmnet officials; international agricultural research centers; and non-governmnetal organizations.

SANREM 1422 Experiment Station Rd., Watkinsville, GA 30677,

USA Ph:. (706) 769-3792, Fax: (706) 769 - 1471

htttp://www.sanrem.uga.edu

´

Master's programme in Mountain Forestry

In IYM2002 the University of Agricultural Sciences, Vienna, launches a master's programme in Mountain Forestry. After two years of preparation we are now looking forward to receiving our first students in Vienna in a few weeks time. The International Master's Programme in Mountain Forestry at BOKU provides academic training in English language to highly qualified students and professionals who wish to specialize in Mountain Forestry. The curriculum emphasizes interdisciplinarity and learning by doing, and it fosters intercultural communication and team working, participatory thinking and bottom-up approaches. Applicants must be graduates from an accredited university-level institution (Bachelor/Master's or its equivalents). The programme lasts 2 years and finishes with the completion of a Master's thesis.

Please visit our website at http://mountainforestry.boku.ac.at/ for more detailed information about our programme.

University of Agricultural Sciences

Co-ordination Office Mountain Forestry

Institute for Forest Ecology

Peter Jordanstrasse 82

A-1190 Vienna

AUSTRIA

Tel.: +43-1-47654-4124

Fax: +43-1-4797896

4 Mountain Heritage – World Heritage

As first alpine region, the Aletsch-Bietschhorn Region (Switzerland, Kanton Bern and Wallis) has been icluded into the World Heritage list of the UNESCO December 2001

www.nzz.ch/2001/12/14/il/page-article7UR2S.html  

http://whc.unesco.org/sites/1037.htm

Inscribed: 2001 Criteria: N (i) (ii) (iii)

Justification for Inscription: 

Criterion (i) The Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn region is the most glaciated area in the Alps and incorporates the Aletsch glacier, the largest and longest in western Eurasia. It is thus of significant scientific interest in the context of glacial history and ongoing processes, particularly related to climate change.

Criterion (ii) The Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn region provides a wide range of alpine and sub-alpine habitats. Superb examples of ecological succession exist, including the distinctive upper and lower tree-line of the Aletsch forest. The global phenomenon of climatic change is particularly well illustrated in the region, as reflected in the varying rates of retreat of the different glaciers, in turn providing new substrates for ongoing ecological succession.

Criterion (iii) The impressive landscape of the Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn region has played an important role in European literature, art, mountaineering and alpine tourism. The aesthetics of the area have attracted an international clientele and it is globally recognised as one of the most spectacular mountain regions to visit. 

Brief description:

This is the most glaciated part of the Alps, containing Europe's largest glacier and a range of classic glacial features such as U-shaped valleys, cirques, horn peaks and moraines. It provides an outstanding geological record of the uplift and compression that formed the High Alps. The diversity of flora and wildlife is represented in a range of Alpine and sub-Alpine habitats and plant colonization in the wake of retreating glaciers provides an outstanding example of plant succession. The impressive vista of the North Wall of the High Alps, centred on the Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau peaks, has played an important role in European art and literature.

5
Conferences, Workshops, Meetings in the past

5.1
Banff 2001

Proceedings for Human Use Management in Mountain Areas (held in Banff, Canada June 10-14, 2001) can now be ordered on the Banff Centre for Mountain Culture's website at https://secure.banffcentre.ca/cmc/order_form.htm

Human Use Management in Mountain Areas explored the use of education and regulation to change human behaviour in mountain areas in order to enhance conservation.

One hundred and sixty-five people from seven countries participated in the conference. The participants were researchers; students; land managers; politicians; activists affiliated with NGOs; municipal, regional, state, provincial and federal governments; consulting firms; universities and colleges.

Each half-day began with a panel discussion (three to four speakers) on a human-use management theme such as "Dividing the Pie - Allocating Tourism and Recreation Opportunities". Participants could then choose from three related case studies, where they worked in small groups on a real-life problem related to the theme.

These proceedings include the papers provided by each of the panelists, plus a summary of the discussion with the audience during the plenary sessions. The panel papers and discussion for each theme are followed by the case studies from that theme. At the end of each case study, key points and ideas from the working groups are reported.

5.2
Proceedings of the Workshop on Community Based Conservation & Ecotourism in the Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve 

 29th - 31st October 2001, Joshimath, District Chamoli, Uttaranchal, INDIA

 Organized by: Gram Sabha LATA, Dist. Chamoli, INDIA

Background: A three day workshop was held between 29th -31st October, 2001 at Joshimath, District Chamoli, INDIA to explore ways for Community Based Conservation & Ecotourism in the Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve in India. The Bhutia tribal community residing in the area has been struggling for over more than two decades to assert their traditional rights, which were taken away when the area was notified as a National Park in 1982. The Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve has been enlisted in the UNESCO's List of World Heritage Site for Natural Diversity. 

In November 2000 a separate mountain state of Uttaranchal was formed constituting the hill districts of the erstwhile Uttar Pardesh. Later the Uttaranchal governments decision to send a team in May 2001 comprising of experts from the Indian Mountaineering Foundation to Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve to explore the possibility of initiating limited tourism came as a bolt from the blue for the local communities still battling with the ban. The apprehensions of the people were justified when it was learnt that the IMF came with a singular objective of exploring possibilities for multinational backed travel agencies to step in order to monopolize tourism thus denying the locals their justified role. This move was severely criticized by Vanaadhikar activists of the region, who are trying to provide a platform to the struggling communities of the protected areas of Uttaranchal. 

It may be mentioned that the villagers on their own accord had come up with the Nanda Devi Declaration on October 14,2001, which addresses the issues of developing ecotourism by the people without disturbing the delicate balance of the area. The Gram Sabha of Village Lata (Elected Village Council), which is in the forefront of the struggle against the anti people conservation policies, decided to assert their right for equitable tourism in their region and a pro-active role in the conservation of their area. Alliance for Development, a network of grass root NGOs provided the logistic support to the Gram Sabha of Lata in organizing this event. There were total six sessions planned for the three day workshop along with a days trip inside the buffer zone to give the outstation participants a feel of the target area and the tourism potential inside the park. The inaugural session of the workshop was chaired by the eldest person of the village of Lata, 96 years old Mr. Dewan Singh. 

A book on the post Chipko movement entitled 'SANGARSHNAMA' was also released by the surviving women squad who hugged the trees in 1974 to save them from felling and a precursor to the Chipko movement.

In the first session the speakers from Niti Valley spoke on the impact of the notification of Nanda Devi National Park on the local community. Their main complaint was that they were never consulted by the government, and the national and international bodies that supported the notification of NDNP and later the creation of NDBR, despite the fact that they were the people who were to be affected by it. They spoke passionately about the disastrous affect it had on their livelihood, economy, and lifestyle. Their dependence on forest was never taken notice of, and whatever little promises were made by the local forest officials were forgotten as soon as they were made. The local leaders elaborated in detail the circumstances leading to the defying of the ban inside the core zone of the park and the mass entry of the community inside the core zone in 1998. 

One of the major complaints was that whenever any study team was constituted by the government to look into the impact of its policy of conservation in NDBR, the voice of the local community was never represented. For instance, the latest team of IMF that went inside the core zone didn't include any member of the local community or a voice that was sympathetic to their plight. In fact the team leader of the IMF team refused to listen or accept the memorandum from the local community. The speakers asked for support in continuing their struggle and scope of initiating legal action against the concerned government agencies. They maintained that it was basically due to their contribution that the area was saved from mass scale felling as their elders hugged the trees and gave birth to the famous CHIPKO movement. Now the functioning of the World Natural Heritage site is destroying their unique culture and they have right to fight against such national and international agencies. Consequently the recommendation the first recommendation which emerged from the workshop was as under:

Recommendation: 

(I) There is a need to study the impact of restrictions on the socio-economic and cultural lives of the local communities. Based on the impact assessment report, possibilities of legal action should also be explored against the concerned government agencies and also UNESCO, as the area under consideration is a UNESCO's natural heritage site. 

During the deliberations it was also pointed out that a host of government and non-government agencies regularly conduct studies on the local communities without any intimation to local Self-Governments and often use biased research methodologies to implicate the local communities. The style of functioning of NGOs also came under severe criticism as the speakers questioned the mandate of NGOs to represent them in various forums and access funds without any intimation or approval of the local communities. The debate on the behavior of researchers culminated in the form of following recommendation:

Recommendation: 

(II) Henceforth every agency conducting social research on local community of NDBR must inform the local Gram Panchayats about the objectives of the study and the research methodology employed in conducing the research and also submit a copy of the final report to the elected Gram Pradhans of the study area. 

At the end of the very first session, an Impact Study Team was constituted and following experts offered their services for impact assessment exercise. It was decided that the team would approach other professionals and institutions to extend its manpower and expertise and should submit its report at the earliest. Mr. Ritwick Dutta representing the Environment and Human Law Network and Indian People's Tribunal ensured full legal support to the local communities in this process.

Concluding the first session Mr. Pankaj Sakhsaria, began with quoting the instance of Medha Lekan, BASTAR, where the Gram Sabha has already developed the scrutiny system for study and research. He said that Kalpvriksha can help in providing the details of this system. He emphasized on the very need of this kind of system in all over the country. Throwing light on the forest related facts he said that Biosphere has no legal validity, it is merely an administrative tool. The complicated nature of the acts and the laws and the issue of National Park that has cut across the international politics make it necessary for us to be focussed. We need to be clear on why do we want to open NDBR. As for legal action against the government for dishonoring the settlement, he said it is possible but details need to be found out regarding the initial notification and the final notification, for which he requested Mr. Ritwick to comment on.

Mr Ritwick Dutta informed the participants that dishonoring of the settlement could be challenged in the court. Responding to one of the participants statement that we need to guard our rich biodiversity not only from the multinational but also national companies, Ritwick acknowledging the problem maintained that the MNCs might not be the main culprits but the culprit could even be the Indian pharmaceutical giants also. He advised for a monitoring team for Eco - Tourism and for being very cautious in this approach. Citing the case study of the North-Eastern states on Forest Management he said the forests were managed by the tribal but now maximum deforestation is the major concern there, apparently involving the local vested interests. As far as extending help was concerned he said his organization will extend all possible legal help by taking cases to the appropriate courts but also advised for clarity and maximum possible quantification of facts.

Nanda Devi Eco-Tourism Development Authority will endeavor to do the following: 

· Encourage tourism in the valley 

· Check/monitor the equity, quality, and growth of tourism 

· Encourage entrepreneurs. 

· Develop integrated Eco tourism plan for the valley 

· Marketing 

· Elicit support from the financial institutions 

The proposed Institutional structure of the Nanda Devi Ecotourism development Authority will be based on: 

· 80% Local Representation. 

· 10% Government Representation. 

· 10% Resource Institutions Representation. 

Proposed Tourism Activities in the NDBR Area: 

· Trekking 

· Pilgrimage 

· Cycling 

· Camping 

· Nature Camp (Workshops in the vacated village guest houses ) 

· Cultural Tourism 

· Mountaineering Training 

· Gaura Devi Museum of Bio-Cultural Diversity. 

The Employment will be generated in the following ways and areas: 

· Hotel / Restaurant 

· Guide / Instructor 

· Parking / Transport 

· Hatcheries / Trout Fisheries 

· Museum 

Support requirements: 

· Institutional development 

· Alternative energy Planning 

· Human Resource Development 

· Developing Tourism Plan 

· Finance 

· Marketing 

While concluding his presentation Mr. Dhan Singh mentioned the Nanda Devi Declaration of 14th October 2001, which he said is comprehensive enough to address the conservation and equitable tourism issues from a holistic perspective. He appealed the experts to help the local communities in steering the right course of action in the struggle for a pro-active role in conservation and tourism in the NDBR area. The field trip up to Suraithota was designed to provide the outstation participants an exposure to the rich bio-cultural diversity of the region. At village Raine, the birth place of Chipko Movement, the outstation participants were welcomed in traditional manner. A mass meeting was arranged at Suraithota, where the Bhutia women celebrated the event and presented their folk dances and songs. The lunch arranged by the local community was a statement on the rich ethnic cuisine of the Bhutia tribals. 

In the final session the discussion again concentrated on the history of forest movement in the valley and the legacy of Chipko. It was decided that efforts need to be made to take Chipko to its logical conclusion i.e. community based conservation in NDBR. It was also decided that government and international organizations such as UNESCO, UNEP, and World Bank; should clarify their position on biospheres and outline their commitment to local community; whose natural heritage they want to protect for the larger cause of humanity. The impact of development and conservation induced displacement in Uttaraanchal also came into focus as speakers pointed out that the proposed large scale hydro-electric projects will displace the population residing in the valleys while the people residing in the upper reaches are being threatened by the conservation induced displacement. The highlight of the final session was a presentation by Hari Babu from Equations, a Banglore based organization working exclusively on equity and sustainable tourism issues. Mr. Hari Babu, discussed in detail the holistic perspective of tourism and praising the Nanda Devi Declaration signed by the local community offered the support of his organization in evolving a community based conservation and ecotourism plan for the NDBR area. 

The Divisional Forest Officer and Director of NDBR promised the local community that he would extend all help in exploring the potential for ecotourism in NDBR. He announced that forest department is all keen to support the local community and it has been decided that the Van Panchayat of Lata would give permissions for trekking, and was free to charge a fee from the tourist. It would be mandatory for the tourist to take a guide from the village. The guide would also keep a check on the activities of the tourist that is unfriendly and harmful to the local ecology. In the final session few more recommendations and decisions were made to actively pursue a pro-people conservation and equitable tourism agenda in solidarity with the struggling Bhutia tribal community. 

Recommendations:

(III) In accordance with the Nanda Devi Declaration of 14th October, 2001, a need was felt to evolve an extensive plan for the buffer zone of the NDBR and Equations (Banglore) committed its support in the development of a community based ecotourism plan for the NDBR area. 

(IV) To evolve an institutional model for community based ecotourism in the NDBR and coordinate follow-ups of the workshop, a representative body of the Pradhans of all the Gram Sabhas of Niti Valley, Member Kshetra Panchayat, and entrepreneurs of the area was constituted. It was further decided that Vanaadhikar would function as the consultant and patron of this body.

(V) A need for the documentation and presentation of the unique bio-cultural diversity of the region was felt and REACH (Dehra Dun) committed its support in exploring resources for the establishment of a Museum of Bio-cultural Diversity of the region dedicated to Gaura Devi.

(VI) Considering the immense potential of information technology in the marketing and management of ecotourism, the representative of Shimlets Infoways, an ISP company working on wireless based internet services, committed its support in developing the IT services and empowering the local youth in digital equalization. 

The Nanda Devi Biodiversity Conservation and Eco Tourism Declaration 

Gram Sabha Lata, Chamoli, Uttaranchal, October 14, 2001

Today on the 14th of October, 2001 in the courtyard of the temple of our revered Nanda Devi, we the people's representatives, social workers and citizens of the Niti valley, after profound deliberations on biodiversity conservation and tourism, while confirming our commitment to community based management processes dedicate ourselves to the following - 

1.That we, in accordance with the resolutions adopted by the World Tourism Organisation's Manila Declaration 1997 on the Social Impact of Tourism will lay the foundation for community based tourism development in our region 

2.That in our region we will develop a tourism industry free from monopolies and will ensure equity in the tourism business 

3.With the cessation of all forms of exploitation like the exploitation of porters and child labour in the tourism industry, we will ensure a positive impact of tourism on the biodiversity of our region and the enhancement of the quality of life of the local community 

4.That in any tourism related enterprise we will give preference to our unemployed youth and under privileged families, we will also ensure equal opportunities for disabled persons with special provisions to avail such opportunities 

5.That we will ensure the involvement and consent of the women of our region at all levels of decision making while developing and implementing conservation and tourism plans 

6.While developing appropriate institutions for the management of community based conservation and eco tourism in our area we will ensure that tourism will have no negative impact on the bio diversity and culture of our region, and that any anti social or anti national activities will have no scope to operate in our region 

7.We will regulate and ensure quality services and safety for tourists and by developing our own marketing network will eliminate the middlemen and endeavour to reduce the travel costs of the tourist 

8.While developing the tourism infrastructure in our region we will take care of the special needs of senior citizens and disabled persons 

9.As proud citizens of the land of the Chipko movement we in the name of Gaura Devi will establish a centre for socio-culture and biodiversity, for the conservation and propagation of our unique culture 

10.We will ensure the exchange and sharing of experiences with communities of other regions to develop eco tourism in accordance with the Manila Declaration of 1997 in those regions 

11.Acknowledging the spirit of Agenda 21 of the Earth Summit, Rio 1992, the Manila Declaration on the Social Impact of Tourism 1997 and the International Year of the Mountains and Eco tourism, 2002, we will strive for bio diversity conservation and an equitable economic development within the framework of the Constitution of the Republic of India 

12.Today on October 14, 2001, in front of our revered Nanda Devi, and drawing inspiration from Chipko's radiant history we dedicate ourselves to the transformation of our region into a global centre for peace, prosperity and biodiversity conservation. 

Workshop secretariat: Dr. Sunil Kainthola

Janaadhar, 682 Indira Nagar

P.O. New Forest, Dehra Dun 248006 INDIA

Tel: 91 (135) 764393, Fax: 91 (135) 760334 

E-mail: dhaar@vsnl.com

5.3
Mérida Declaration

"Declaration of Mérida of the Andes"

Mérida, November 30th, 2001

Participants from 24 countries, including Germany, Argentina, Austria,  Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Spain, France, Guatemala, Netherlands, England, Mexico, Nepal, Peru, Salvador, Switzerland, Uruguay and Venezuela, brought together between 25 and 2 December, 2001, at the headquarters of the Science School of the University of the Andes of Mérida, Venezuela, in the IV Symposium of Sustainable Development in the  Andes: The Andean strategy for the 20th Century, have agreed on 30 November  of the 2001, to to issue the following declaration:

1. Since 1991, the Andean Mountain Association (AMA) expressed its permanent  and increasing concern over the lack of positive indicators that make it  possible to ensure the sustainability of the Andean region: retardation,  uncertainty, and smallness of its economic growth, social inequity in the distribution of the benefits by the cultural identity of the region, and continuous destruction of its natural, cultural and environmental heritage.

In this occasion, we estimate necessary to reaffirm our concern in light of  limited progress that has been reached towards sustainable development of  the Andes, especially in light of the need to evaluate the advances that could be obtained throughout the world being held 10 years from the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.

2. The Andean range constitutes the core of the majority of the countries and American societies. The Andes offer these countries the more important water resources, geomorphologic, biological, energy, minerals and the current circumstances make them even more valuable. The Andes should be a continuous bridge of integration among the peoples that populate it and among the societies that benefit from its resources, consolidated as permanent opportunities for peace and cooperation.

3. The recent global development has tended to homogenize production practices, the patterns of consumption, the systems of values and the symbolic structures worldwide, showing limited respect for the diversity, which features the three-dimensional structure of the Andean mountains as resource to maintain its stability and sustainability.

Recent economic growth is based especially in the implementation of external  models, based on the competition and competitiveness of the Andean landscapes, as requirement to be inserted in an apparently successful manner into the global commercial circuits, through intensification and specializing in exports of its natural resources, biodiversity and social diversity.

This is happening without recognizing that the millenary permanence of the Andean societies has relied in an adequate integration with the nature and the diversification, understanding, and adequate management of the infinite potential of their landscapes. The society of consumption and the marketing  of goods and services provided by the mountains trend to surpass levels of tolerance of the ecosystems and the value systems that have ensured the exchange and reproduction of the social and ecological systems, specially the complementarity among the elevation floors and the reciprocity among the mountain inhabitants.  In this sense, from generation to generation has been transmitted an adequate perception of nature, and still performed sacred rituals of the operating circuits which relate man with the environment as a whole, in an interactive and respectful manner.

We urge to identify, systematize and relate the key elements, of natural and social characteristic, which ensure the permanence of the andean societies, while at the same time make it possible to deploy its traditional capacity of adaptation to changes, risks and uncertainties, and of reception in light of innovations of the modernism. The previous consideration has ensured a continuous survival of the Andean  mountain people for more than 10,000 years, becoming elements of favorable linkages with the opportunities that offer a

globalization, that is embedded appropriately with the local values.

4. The Andean countries have in the Andean communities the most important factor of integration and pacific and collaborative linkages between them and with the rest of the world. It has arrived the moment of rescue the integrator dreams, promoted this time by the urgent need of discover and offer new opportunities for sustainable development, in direct benefit of its populations and societies.

We urge the governments of the region to optimize the benefits of its Andean nature, assuming responsibility  for the support and improvement of the more relevant natural characteristics of the  mountains, the complementarity among the natural communities of the paramo, the forests, and cultivars of the middle-elevation mountains and the peoples and fields of the low-lands.

The mountains are fragile water towers, sources of ecological diversity and reasons for spiritual and artistic inspiration. It is an ethical responsibility for the governments and the development agencies to care of the unique and unrepeatable nature of the mountain landscapes, avoiding their destruction and threats, that are seen everywhere today.

5. The scientific communities should make more than ever efforts to discover and systematize knowledge that ensure the adoption of informed decisions. We live in the society of the information and our authorities and societies should assume this moment, replacing with science the improvisation and misleading speculation, that increases the lack of credibility of the citizenship towards its political representatives. Scientists should increase their contributions in development alternatives to decision-makers, increasing their levels of multi-disciplinary collaboration, among natural and social sciences, and specially, comparative research among the Andean countries, only way of collective learning that avoids failures, and, on the contrary, guarantees replication of the best practices and procedures.

6. The joint effort among international scientific communities will motivate to share, collectively, the aspirations and needs of our people. In order to obtain it, is necessary the association between those who have the information and knowledge with the members of governmental, non-governmental organizations and the representatives of the indigenous population, rural and local. 

It should increase substantially pluralistic and democratic collaboration between all the actors of the sustainable development in mountains, respecting especially the participation of the weaker and minorities, to whose group belong many of the societies that live in the mountains.

7. The modern society is, in addition, a society of networks and information. We urge the communities participating in this symposium on sustainable of the Andes, to form and optimize the use of intercommunication among them and their authorities, the societies and communication means.

8. We welcome affectionately that the United Nations have declared 2002 as the International Year of the Mountains. This great event and all regional meetings that will promote, should be turned into the most important lever of awareness of the problems and options that confront the mountain areas throughout the world. The mountain peoples need to reaffirm ist autonomy and sovereignty, avoiding the external interventions that not only alter their endogenous options of development, but also introduce additional disturbances into its natural and social systems. The neglected external intervention of the political and cultural actors could end in violence and destruction, never pursued objectives of the mountain inhabitants, characterized by its peacefulness, temperance, molded by the presence of the Andean highlands and its ancestral inhabitants.

We call the Andean communities to participate actively in the events associated to the International Year of the Mountains, collaborating with the responsible institutions to produce the agreements and initiatives, whose results, should be signed by the leaders of the nations in a sincere and committed way.

Lastly, we demand for the communities of the Andes, the necessary vigilance of compliance to the agreements reached and the persistent capacity of persuasion to guarantee that the initiatives reached in the International Year of the Mountains become effective tools of peace and progress in the region.

Mérida of the Andes, November 30th, 2001

Addition to Méride: The Paramo Group - An international network of people, institutions and projects working in Páramo

On November 28, 2001, in the beautiful city of Merida de los Andes, Venezuela, and in the framework of the IV International Symposium on Sustainable Development in the Andes (AMA-Mérida 2001), more than 70 representatives of research institutions and governmental, nongovernmental and rural organizations from of all the Andean countries as well as several North American and European countries agreed to form an international network for exchange of information and experiences, discussion, and definition of lines of action for the conservation and appropriate management of the Andean high mountain humid grasslands, the Páramo.

The Grupo Páramo, or Páramo Group, as this initiative is called, will include independent national groups working in collaboration with an international facilitator. The Group's first activity will be the creation of a Páramo database including all of the actors and ongoing activities in each country. It will then identify, on a country-by-country basis, priority areas for action. International groups will complement the national groups by developing research on cross-cutting thematic issues. The first of these thematic groups has already been constituted to work on Páramo research and information exchange.

The Páramo Group is open to all those who wish to join. To ensure a broad participation, during the next few weeks the coordinator in each country will contact stakeholders to seek their interest and collaboration. The interim coordinators are:

*     Venezuela: AMA-Mérida, represented by his President 

       Maximina Monasterio (maximina@ciens.ula.ve)

*     Colombia: IDEAM, represented by Carlos Castaño

       (carlosc@ideam.gov.co)

*     Ecuador: GTP, represented by Doris Ortiz

       (paramo@ecociencia.org)

*     Peru: GNTEM, represented by Jorge Recharte

       (jrecharte@mountain.org), with the commitment to involve

       the GTPPP (Piura)

*     Bolivia: Liberman Maximum (liberman@celtis.bo)

*     Argentina: Alejandro Brown (contact) (liey@tucbbs.com.ar)

*     Costa Rica: Maarten Kappelle (contact)

The participants in the Páramo Group will rely on the Internet and personal encounters at meetings and congresses for example during the World Páramo Congress in May 2002, in Colombia to interchange experiences.

The executive summary of the founding meeting of the Páramo Group, as well as the list of participants, can be found on the following web pages:

Paramo Project (Ecuador), in: www.paramo.org

CONDESAN (Lima), in: www.condesan.org

5.4
International Seminar on Mountains

Kathmandu, March 6 to 8, 2002

The International Seminar on Mountains took place in Kathmandu from March 6 to 8. This is a particularly important scientific event focussing on major areas of mountain research, such as High Altitude Medicine, Biodiversity Conservation, Mountain Dynamics and Geology, Water and Energy Resources, Agricultural Practices and Eco-tourism. The event was jointly organized by RONAST (Royal Nepal Academy of Science and Technology) and the Italian Committee Ev-K2 -CNR. 

The inaugural ceremony was also attended by His Majesty the King of Nepal, Her Majesty the Queen and the Prime Minister of Nepal. The Italian delegation was headed by Senator Sauro Turroni. Senator Turroni has been involved in environmental and policy issues for a long time. His deep knowledge of mountain issues is witnessed by his participation, in 1992, in the Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit when chapter 13 of Agenda 21 was adopted. He has also represented the Italian Chamber of Deputies at various UN conferences on global climatic change including: New York (Rio +5), Kyoto, Buenos Aires, The Hague and Marrakech. 

INAUGURAL CEREMONY 6 MARCH 2002

PRESENTATION OF SENATOR SAURO TURRONI, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENT, TERRITORY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

His Majesty the King of Nepal, her Majesty the Queen, Prime Minister, Honorable Ministers, Vice Chancellor of RONAST, Academicians, distinguished participants from around the world,

It is a pleasure for me to participate in such an important event. I would like to thank His Majesty the King of Nepal, RONAST and the local authorities for this confirmation of their commitment to mountain issues in celebration of the UN declared International Year of Mountains.

We are gathered here today at this prestigious event with so many specialists dealing in different ways with Mountains. This is both a great challenge and a great opportunity to focus attention of the scientific world on the complex range of various environments, peoples, cultures and resources in demonstration of the priceless value of this rich heritage. 

The United Nations declared 2002 International Year of Mountains to raise awareness around the world of the vital importance of mountain ecosystems and of the need to ensure future quality of life for mountain populations. Thanks to Agenda 21 of the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, and in particular to Chapter 13 on sustainable development, a process has been started which aims to resolve the problems mountain environments face today and to celebrate traditional mountain cultures.

Mountains present a variety of realities, from glaciers to forests with incredible biodiversity. They represent the water towers of the planet, upon which millions depend for fresh water. Mountain environments are however particularly fragile with respect to the plains, representing areas in which unsustainable practices have led to degradation. 

Studying mountains, as we are proposing to do here, provides an opportunity for identifying ways in which they may become subjects of sustainable development. Mountain research can and should also lead to a greater understanding of methods for conservation and protection of fragile environments.

It should be kept in mind as well that this Year also represents another important milestone, as it is the year in which the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change is to be ratified by the industrialized countries of the world. This represents a first step towards reducing the Greenhouse effect which primarily damages the more fragile territories of the planet. The European Union is particularly committed to this issue, having just two days ago decided to ratify the Protocol by the upcoming Johannesburg Summit, marking the 10th anniversary of Rio. Italy, in fact, began discussions in Parliament last week for a law for this ratification.

We are aware that without this type of immediate intervention, which alone will surely not be enough, glaciers will continue to recede, unusual precipitation will continue to cause floods, pollution will continue to attack those places furthest from development.

At this Seminar, many presentations will deal with research that the scientific and academic worlds have carried out on these issues; in particular, areas of High Altitude Medicine, Biodiversity Conservation, Dynamics and geology of mountains, Water resources and energy, Agricultural practices and Eco-Tourism. As a member of the Italian Senate, I believe that the outcome of this convention, and of all research on these topics, must be taken into consideration as policy decisions are made.

Italy is represented in this conference by numerous experts, presentations and research results of those scientists who have been studying these mountain issues over the past decade, as well as by a delegation present for an important mission aimed at the environmentally friendly recovery of used lead batteries from the Pyramid Laboratory. In this way, too, Italy is demonstrating their commitment to better understanding mountain realities, clearly justified by the fact that 54% of the Italian terrain is mountainous and home to 4202 of Italy's 8100 municipalities.

Italy, represented by the Ev-K2-CNR Committee - partners of RONAST in their joint high altitude research project - is also proud to be sponsors of the event we are inaugurating today here in Nepal. Collaboration and scientific exchange between Italy and Nepal has recently been further reinforced with the ratification by both countries of an important Memorandum of Understanding. This testifies the success of a decade long bilateral collaboration which has produced not only scientific results but also transfer of the outcomes to the local realities. 

The unique Nepalese and Himalayan environmental characteristics and local institutions have clearly inspired the joint scientific projects carried out. Through the symbol of the Italian-Nepali collaboration, the Pyramid Laboratory-Observatory situated at 5050 meters above sea level in the Khumbu Valley, the activities of the Ev-K2-CNR Committee together with RONAST will surely continue to grow.

I am confident that this type of successful and ongoing cooperation is an essential example of the Italian research and development philosophy, which is based on one conviction: that peace and cooperation can open great opportunities in mountainous countries along the pathway towards sustainable development. 

Kathmandu Declaration on Mountains IMY 2002

Preamble

The International Seminar on Mountains, held in Kathmandu, Nepal from 6-8 March 2002, was inaugurated by His Majesty King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev and was addressed by the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Nepal. It was organized by the Royal Nepal Academy of Science and Technology (RONAST) in cooperation with Ev-K2-CNR of Italy and with the co-sponsorship of the International Center for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), IUCN- the World Conservation Union, King Mahendra Trust for Nature Conservation (KMTNC), Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and World Wildlife Fund (WWF). The seminar witnessed intensive interactions by 224  participants representing over 75 national and international organizations from 20 different countries, including major mountain systems such as the Himalaya, the Alps, the Rockies, the Andes and other independent chains. The meeting was permeated with a sense of hope for a better mountain environment in the future, but it was also not shy of addressing problems head on. Mountains are many things  recreation to some, resources to others, sacred places of pilgrimage and aesthetic landscape to some more  but the most important is that they are home to many people of varied heritages. Recognizing that diversity is the hallmark of mountain regions and their people, the seminar makes the following declarations:

1.      Support for Earlier Declarations: This International Seminar on Mountains-Kathmandu 2002 recalls the earlier declarations, viz. Kathmandu Declaration 1982 on Mountain Activities, Declaration of Merida of the Andes 2001, and Declaration from the United Nations University International Symposium on Conservation of Mountain Ecosystems 2002. We support these earlier pronouncements to conserve the mountain environment and express our concern for their effective implementation.

2.      Mountain Education: The mountain regions of the world have serious problems that need urgent attention from governments, academics, civil society as well as business leaders. Mountains also present immense prospects for the material and spiritual benefits of all the residents of this planet. Recognition of the problems and prospects of mountains has to be assured at all levels, from grassroots service delivery and activism, to policy planning and decision-making. Such awareness can arise only if mountain issues are included expressly in the formal and informal educational curricula and special efforts are made to provide effective information to the mass media. For this purpose, modern information technology, if judiciously implemented, can bring significant benefits to the mountain communities. This seminar recommends setting up and strengthening a repository of mountain knowledge and making it accessible to mountain dwellers and scholars, locally as well as internationally between mountain regions.

3.      Building Modern Mountain Science: This gathering recognizes that better knowledge is a prerequisite for good decision-making to alleviate the increasing stress on mountain ecosystems and their social environments. It makes a special appeal to the international and national scientific communities to push further the frontier of mountain knowledge in both the natural and social sciences to harmonize exogenous (globalization) and endogenous (localization) forces for the betterment of those who live in mountain regions. Because the rich social diversity of mountain regions still retains systems of traditional knowledge, this meeting appeals for a modern mountain science that builds on the traditional knowledge systems and strengthens them without displacing the powerless.

4.      Ethics and Mountains: Past development discourse has focused on mountains as a resource-base to be exploited for the general well-being. While recognizing the need to improve resource use in the mountains, this meeting strongly appeals for an approach that also gives something to the mountains. It is time that those who live in and depend upon mountains as well as those that visit it, think of, and act on, what they can do to preserve and protect this inherently fragile ecosystem that sustains our material and aesthetic needs. Sadly today, many mountain areas are theaters of armed conflicts and violence. Without peace, there is no development in the mountain regions.  This seminar appeals for peace in the mountains.

5.      Agriculture Practices: Most mountain areas are already at the limit of extensive agriculture relying on diverse traditional techniques. This meeting understands the challenge today to be the improvement of agriculture production without further damage to biodiversity,

prevention of soil and plant nutrient loss, and reversing degradation of the environment. Biotechnology tools such as tissue culture, embryo transfer, molecular biological techniques and organic farming with effective use of macro and microorganisms can, if judiciously used, provide mountain agriculture with new means to improve productivity in an environmentally sound manner. Since mountain agriculture is symbiotically interlinked with agro-forestry and upland pastoralism, the challenge of harmonizing highland agriculture with environmental concerns lies in recognizing and strengthening community forestry and livestock practices, and integrating them with the sustainable development of non-timber forest products.

6.      Conservation of Biodiversity:  The basic challenge of biodiversity conservation in the mountains is to reverse the loss of forests as well as wetlands and aquatic habitats, and to make them safe for all forms life. This seminar, based on reviewing of policies on biodiversity conservation, makes a strong appeal for consolidated efforts of national parks and conservation areas to promote effective habitats and corridors between habitats to sustain endangered flagship species as well as other flora and fauna. The seminar also supports the concept and practice of biodiversity registration including that of codified and non-codified knowledge systems in mountain regions as a means to prevent biodiversity loss as well as to protect the rights and indigenous knowledge systems of mountain communities. The seminar appeals to the business and industry leaders to jointly work out and implement a "green audit" of production together with the conservation community.

7.      Mountain Dynamics and Geology: While mountains are said to be rich in mineral resources, neither is much known systematically about them, nor have mountain people benefited economically from their exploitation. On the contrary, the inhabitants of the highland regions mostly suffer from frequent natural disasters such as earthquakes, landslides, floods, volcanic eruptions and glacial lake outburst floods. Inherent geological conditions and climate being the main causes of such disasters, more in-depth scientific studies on various aspects of geology and climate are fundamental to understand and mitigate these disasters. This meeting calls for a better sharing of knowledge, sensitivity towards geological equilibrium in development interventions, and an increased intensity of research collaboration between earth-scientists working on mountain regions. It appeals to concerned governments to facilitate such interactions.

8.      Mountain Resource Management: Verticality in the mountain regions is the cause of both aesthetic delight and backbreaking toil. Since mountain regions are rich in all four major sources of renewable energy (hydropower, wind, solar energy and biomass), development policy must be better informed about the diversity of demand for water and energy in specific mountain niches. Suitable infrastructure developed for specific needs through appropriate technology can greatly mitigate the baneful aspects of mountain life by utilizing the right kind of energy for the right purpose through right technology choices. It is necessary to both preserve and develop the mountain environment, specifically its water and biomass resources, in a manner that recognizes their key role in the hydrosphere's cycle and in the lives of both mountain and plains people. Much of this can be assured through a system of governance that promotes local decision-making and regulation.

9.      High Altitude Medical Research: High altitude living is subject to biophysical stress. People living in mountainous regions have adapted to these conditions together with the area's flora and fauna. Medical science needs to widen its research horizon to better understand human physiology under these extreme conditions. This knowledge is useful not only for inhabitants of the mountains but also for those in the plains and, perhaps, in other extreme physical conditions such as the polar regions and outer space. In this quest, traditional medical knowledge systems such as Ayurveda etc. should also be included. Every year thousands of trekkers and devotees, accompanied by many poor porters, visit high altitude areas without knowledge of mountain sickness, which can be life threatening if the early warning signs are not heeded. Indeed, many die from this affliction and its complications every year. Medical practice in mountain regions, while primarily striving to provide better medical care to people living in remote mountain areas, must at the same time focus on prevention measures amongst pilgrims, porters and trekkers.

10.     Cultural Heritage and Ecotourism: Diverse cultural and natural heritages of the mountains are traditionally inter-linked with each other. Cultural forces are influential factors in maintaining protected areas and attracting ecotourism visitors to the mountains. Therefore, sustainable ecotourism should be promoted to directly benefit the local communities so that they will continue to maintain their cultural and natural heritages for the future generation. To do so, this seminar appeals to all governments for commitment to ensure that a significant portion of the revenue generated by ecotourism is fed back to the local communities.

5.5
Resolution of the international workshop “Carpathian Upper Mountain Forests”

International Workshop "Carpathian upper mountain forests" was held on 26-29 April, 2002 in the village Kostryno, Transcarpathian region (Ukraine) on the territory of the Uzhansky National Nature Park as a part of the International Biosphere Reserve "Eastern Carpathians".

Researchers, nature conservationists and NGOs representatives from Ukraine, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland and Hungary (altogether over 30 members) took part in the Workshop.

26 reports, mainly on the problem of renaturalization of the upper treeline in the Carpathians, which under the long-term anthropogenic pressure for the last centuries was decreased of hundreds meters down, were heard on the Workshop. As a result of anthropogenic transformation an ecological balance in forest formations of upper mountain zone has destroyed, decrising of their biological stability and water protection functions have taken place, and all of this caused more frequent disastrous floods, landslides, karst fenomena and other dangerous slope processes.

In the carried resolution the Workshop participants consider priority for providing sustainable development of the Carpathian region next directions of ecological studies and nature protection actions, which can promote an optimization of ecological balance and prevention of dangerous natural process.

Ecological background of renaturalization of optimal upper treeline to improve the water and soil protection functions of forest ecosystems in the upper mountain zone.

Improving of functions of self-regulation, self-renewal and self-protection of the mountain forests as well as increasing of forestry at the expense of reconstruction of bush vegetation and forestry of waste grounds.

Foundation of database of the most important components of mountain ecosystems biodiversity in the region (rare species of plants, plant communities, biotopes) and their integration with the spatial information by GIS.

Using the principles of the floristic classification (by Braun-Blanquet method) adopted in Europe for unification of methods of vegetation study in the Ukrainian Carpathians.

Conservation of mountain forests of the region by the way of further development of nature protected fund, in particular creation of the National Nature Park "Zhdymir" on the territory of Svaljava, Volovets and Mizhgirja districts (Transcarpathia, Ukraine).

Carrying out of complex monitoring of mountain forests using of modern information technologies; studying of dynamics of the forest biodiversity under the influence of global climate changes.

Implementation (exemplified by a number of foreign countries) of reliable system of the forest certification with the aim of ecological evaluation of forest growing and wood exploitation.

Improvement of propaganda measures and ecological education, increase the public participation in the sustainable forestry development.

Commending a great actuality of studies, carrying out by collaborators of the Laboratory for Nature Conservation of the Uzhgorod National University, Workshop participants approved the proposal to request the financial support from the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine, which is one of the co-founders of the Laboratory, for study on the problem of upper mountain forests.

26 reports were heard during the plenary and 7 workshop sessions. The reports were prepeared by famous scientists from the Ukraine  S. Stoyko and K. Malynovski (Institute of Ecology of the Carpathians NASU), V. Komendar (Uzhgorod National University), Hungary  Z. Rakonczay (WWF-International, Danube-Carpathian Programme Office), Czech Republic  A. Bucek and Z. Hruby (Mendel University of Agriculture), M. Rezek (DUHA Movement  Friends of Earth), Poland  W. Mroz (Institute for Nature Conservation PAS) and J. Mitka (Jagellonian University). Great attention was paid to practical problems of transition to stable forestry in mountain ecosystems. These problems were elucidated in reports of the

following: V. Kichura (Department of Forestry, State Administration in Transcarpathian region), F. Herbut (Carpathian Forest Research Station), Ju. Pavley (Uzhansky National Nature Park), T. Bauman (Ukrainian Land and Resource Management Center) and others.

The main attention of NGOs was paid to the problem of public participation in saving and monitoring of mountain forests. Representative of the "Wolf" Forest Protection Movement R. Micanik from Slovakia shared such experience of activity. This organization is a coordinator of the programme on forest conservation in Central-East Europe for a long time. President of

the Our Home Association Ju. Wasidlow dwelt upon the questions of peculiarities of the process of joining of the Ukraine to the Kyoto Protocol as well as the celebration of the International Year of Mountains. Some videos and presentations on the experience of one or another organization were seen during the Workshop. Information on ecological-education activity of the Transcarpathian Ecological Naturalistic Centre of Youth , which was presented by its Chairman A. Herevich and achievements of the Tisza Ecological Centre on conservation of the biodiversity, which were told by Ja. Syvokhop, attracted the special attention.

Among the most topical tasks of research, nature protection and practical activity, Workshop participants determined the problem of renaturalization of upper treeline in the Carpathians, which under the long-term anthropogenic pressure for the last centuries decrised hundreds meters down. As a result of anthropogenic transformation an ecological balance in forest formations of upper mountain zone has destroyed, decrising of their biological stability and water protection functions have taken place, and all of this caused more frequent disastrous floods, landslides, karst fenomenas and other dangerous slope processes.

In the carried resolution the Workshop participants consider priority for providing sustainable development of the Carpathian region next directions of ecological studies and nature protection actions, which can promote optimization of ecological balance and prevention of dangerous natural process.

Ecological background of renaturalization of optimal upper treeline to improve the water and soil protection functions of forest ecosystems in the upper mountain zone.

Improving of functions of self-regulation, self-renewal and self-protection of the mountain forests as well as increasing of forestry at the expense of reconstruction of bush vegetation and forestry of waste grounds.

Foundation of database of the most important components of mountain ecosystems biodiversity in the region (rare species of plants, plant communities, biotopes) and their integration with the spatial information by GIS.

Using the principles of the floristic classification (by Braun-Blanquet method) adopted in Europe for unification of methods of vegetation study in the Ukrainian Carpathians.

Conservation of mountain forests of the region by the way of further development of nature protected fund, in particular creation of the National Nature Park "Zhdymir" on the territory of Svaljava, Volovets and Mizhgirja districts (Transcarpathia, Ukraine).

Carrying out of complex monitoring of mountain forests using of modern information technologies; studying of dynamics of the forest biodiversity under the influence of global climate changes.

Implementation (exemplified by a number of foreign countries) of reliable system of the forest certification with the aim of ecological evaluation of forest growing and wood exploitation.

Improvement of propaganda measures and ecological education, increase the public participation in the process of providing of sustainable forestry development. Commending a great actuality of studies, carrying out by collaborators of the Laboratory for Nature Conservation of the Uzhgorod National University, Workshop participants approved the proposal to request the financial support from the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine, which is one of the co-founders of the Laboratory, for sudy on the problem of upper mountain forests.

Workshop participants carried out interesting excursions to the Stuzhitsa massif of the Uzhansky National Nature Park where fragments of beech and green alder krummholz on the upper treeline has been conserved best in all Ukrainian Carpathians. They visited also unique in world practice monitoring research plots in beech-fir virgin forests in the Javornik, which were founded by famous Czech scientist-geobotanist prof. A. Zlatnik more than 60 years ago.

During sessions and field excursions Workshop participants could be satisfied with wealth and grandeur of the Carpathians, to ponder over increasing of scale of ecological problems and to think about their solution. History teach us that folk wisdom is how the people saves its environment and use natural resources. If we want to be alive in a new millenium and do not lose our home Wooden Carpathians, it is the time for common activity.

5.6
E-Conference 'Renewable Energy Technologies for Mountain Areas'

E-conf Website: <http://www.mtnforum.org/apmn/RETs.htm>

Now that the e-conference on 'Renewable Energy Technologies for Mountain Areas' is over, I want to bring to your  attention that you can read all the e-conference related postings - those which were posted to this List as well as those which were not - at <http://www.mtnforum.org/apmn/RETs.htm>.

For your information, the e-conf website has the following sections for you to browse:

1. Announcement - In this section, you will find the agenda of the e-conference outlined, the objective of the e-conference stated, weekly topics of discussions presented by each of the moderators, and expected outcomes outlined.

2. Welcome Speech - In this section, you will read the welcome message by the Director General of ICIMOD - Dr. James Gabriel Campbell. 

3. Registered Participants - This section lists the brief introductions of the registered participants.

4. Expectations - This section lists the expectations of the registered participants.

5. E-conf Related Postings

6. Evaluation Results 

7. Closing Remark - Here you will read the closing remark of the Acting Director General of ICIMOD, Mr. Milan Raj Tuladhar.

8. Online-Resources - Here you will find links to some energy related online documents, links to related websites, and a list of ICIMOD publications on 'energy.' This is a very modest section, and if you want to help build this section by providing info, please contact 

apmn@icimod.org.np>.

5.7
E-Conference "Rural Municipa-lities in Mountain Areas

First Synthesis

Dear Colleagues,

I am pleased to present you the synthesis of the articles and cases circulated during the first week of the E-Conference organized by CONDESAN-InfoAndina, Latin American node of the Mountain Forum between May 27 and June 29, 2002: "RURAL MUNICIPALITIES AND PARTICIPATORY LOCAL MANAGEMENT IN MOUNTAIN AREAS"

This E-Conference was co-sponsored by: SDC, SANREM-Andes and the Ministery of Well-being Social, National Employment Plan and Local Development of Ecuador. We have 300 participants registered from 23 countries in the Andes and abroad, especially representants from local governments, and municipalities, and international cooperation for development.

The synthesis was elaborated by Hernan Valencia, Subject Moderator (DSGL-Ecuador).

The full text of the cases is available in english and spanish in the WEB site: http://www.condesan.org/infoandina/foros/Municipios2002/foro_e.htm

Synthesis of the First Week of the E-conference, covering the topic: "Experiences of management of natural resource management (Water and Soil)"

1. Cynthia Loria, from Costa Rica brings us the experience of "The Biological Corridors as strategy for the sustainable development: The case of the Cusingos-Las Nubes Biological Corridor"

She says, "it is not widely accepted the concept of promotional and community development associated with the work of areas of conservation in private hands". The "local bases" accept with difficulty the idea of protection to a site that does not belong to the State and that the "private category", is a limitation in order to get sources of financing and international cooperation.

The experience integrates some functions: regional arrangement, inter- connection of areas, bioregional management, development of production systems, linkage of protected areas with socioeconomic development of its populations and generation of new socioeconomic

alternatives: Ecological rehabilitation, environmental services, ecotourism.

This model is different from the traditional approaches for the parks management, that emphasize patrols and punishments for the illegal use, it emphasizes the participation of the resource users in conservation activities and include the sale of environmental services as resource for its financing.

- Sale of environmental services (potentials and existing):

- Hydric infiltration: Water for irrigation, drinking water.

- Energy: Hydroelectricity. Wind or geothermic energy

- Ecotourism: study stations for national and foreign researchers. Project: Center of training in Sanctuary of Birds Los Cusingos.

- Carbon sale: The reserves Cusingos and Las Nubes benefit from the Payment for Environmental Services of the State.

Other financing opportunities:

- Training courses: Private reserves -like centers of training and research.

- Promotion of models of life in harmony with the existing natural resources

- Activities with the community: zoological and butterflies nurseries, organic and shaded coffee, handcrafts, environmental education, forest-agricultural systems and rural tourism as a part of the integrated work experience.

- Marketing of products of the community in the ecological stores located in the reserves of the CCT and currently, is being arranged the sale of shaded coffee in Canada.

Some of the conclusions of Cynthia are:

Consolidating a Biological Corridor requires the promotion of the conscience on the environmental and human reality integrated to economic possibilities with a vision toward the sustainability and considering the participation, ethnic and cultural multiplicity of its inhabitants It is essential that the benefit be received as some value from the people and not only by the conservationists. Convert both the private reserves and the communities in living laboratories of study.

2. Dennis Garcia, through his article "Water Management and Administration: the case of Ecuador"

He mentions that "in recent decades, the large potencies, the multilateral agencies and many local governments are stubborn in putting on a pedestal a new God that cannot live in harmony with the land and the water: the "free" market". "This new God becomes the principal factor of nature destabilization"

The author sustains its judgment in the impact that in his country are observed in the natural resources. Among others effects he mentions "In Ecuador, 100 thousand hectares are felled per year, and 6,500 are barely reforested The lands for horticulture and cereal, which would guarantee our food security, are used for export crops that are much more profitable (...), Ecuador lost the fourth part of the total surface of mangroves, on behalf of the shrimp industry

(...) The erosion affects 48% of the land in Ecuador. 48% of the rural population migrated between 1985 and 1995 in search for alternatives for their survival. But, the excessive growth of the cities causes serious environmental problems."

Another impact is the management of the water. This is the natural resource on which he presents his experience of management "Several institutions and organizations, that were found in order to develop a program for training in management of natural resources, the interinstitutional network Camaren (1996), decided to establish a Forum for the Water Resources: a democratic, broad, permanent and collectively constructed space for the analyses of the water resources situation and for the search of alternatives in the subject. It promotes the analysis and the search of solutions in local Forums, located in different Provinces in Ecuador. The participants of these Forums are specialized state entities, sectional governments, rural organizations and both water users: for irrigation and for human consumption. The work of these local Forums is systematized by a National Work Group with

the support of consultants and socialized in national encounters".

3. Jose Mujica, "System of support in the decision-making for the watersheds management at the municipal level", with the case study of the Municipality of CARIPE, Venezuela.

In light of the increasing participation of the municipalities in the planning, control, and execution of complex activities, the author considers that these are in disadvantageous situation since they should face complex environmental problems with technical, financial, and political constraints. Which means that he recommends that the Municipalities should have modern tools of information "in order to promote the participation of the society, profile competitive areas of action and promote proposals of investment from other branches of government" and that generate "models that simulate the qualitative or quantitative evolutions of the different parameters that are useful for the decision-making, such as the environmental indicators and finally become a plan for the territorial management".

These environmental indicators are prepared, selected and established through consultations with expert, Surveys type Delphi and use of INTERNET and are stored in GIS for end users. In this way, the different categories of users could have information for the preparation of a master plan on Municipal management, specific plans on Areas of Priority Attention (AAP) and information on the public.

In this study he shows the experiences of the development of the System of support for the decision-making (SDD), sustained in the method of systematic approach at the Municipal level, Priority Areas of Attention (AAP), and Units of production (UP). It integrates information on environmental variables with the experience of experts and end users in an environment of ARC VIEW. He presents the methodological phases to "join a group of opinion (GO)" who gave their opinion through correspondence or E-mail, procedure that seeks the consensus or a stable divergent position. It presents the criteria and use of the program INFO ARC, in order to propose a management plan.

4. Maria Fernanda Espinosa, "Decentralization, indigenous local powers and management of natural resources in Ecuador",

Makes a contribution to the comprehension of the contradictory effect that the State reforms have had in Latin America. Impacts on "social relations, in the political designs and even in the patterns of use and control of the space and natural resources" (...) "in several countries of Latin America, indigenous local governments have implemented models of sustainable local development within the framework of innovative processes of administration and local management. At the same time, the effects of the structural adjustment, the economic and political instability and the deepening of the poverty have increased the indexes of environmental deterioration and the pressure on the natural resources. This contradictory panorama - greater poverty and inequity in apparently more democratic political contexts -, could lead to the establishment of creative arrangements of social adaptation and of transformation of political practices and public management"

The author refers to the modifications that has suffered the Ecuadorian State and studies the case of the Indigenous Municipio of Cotacachi. She expresses that the local control on natural resources management would imply "that within the entities, units of planning, eco-regions or jurisdictions, the inhabitants should take decisions not only with regard to the use of their resources and the different ways of development, but also to perform a social and political control within its jurisdictions through internal mechanisms of accountability, control, administration of justice and representation. To make this happened, the standards and procedures of the community governments and the local government agencies should be legally integrated in the structure of the State. Furthermore, the local governments are devoted to demonstrate that they are capable and that they can respond to the new roles assigned by the new structure of the State. The Municipios, for example, should solve concrete problems of access, distribution, and control of services and resources. In inequity and scarcity contexts, these dilemmas become key topics of political legalization."

Based on this reflection Maria Fernanda ask "How can be propose the concretion and real implementation of a strategy of sustainable decentralized management of natural resources in the country?"

5. Orlando Lara Pineda, "Support to the Local Management of Natural Resources in Priority Watersheds, Honduras" .

With the institutional participation of DINADERS, Capacidad 21, PNUD analyse the facilitation of local managerial processes under an approach of micro watershed. This includes support to the process of discussion in order to integrate the community, municipal and micro-watershed stakeholders in an entity that articulates a regional plan, facilitate the coordination and complementarity between national institutions that are linked to the topic of natural resources management for the support to local initiatives (regional), generation of exchanges between actors of different micro-watersheds and reflection and systematization of the process as input for a national strategy of local management

6. Gerardo Nicola, "Ordering of the watersheds with a participatory approach" from Ecuador:

States that "the hydrographic watersheds do not have infinite resources and is necessary to establish the limits for the utilization and growth of its resources.... The present intention in the arrangement of the watershed is to balance the criteria for conservation in order to harmonize the conservation of the natural resources with the sustainable development and improve of the quality of life of the communities". He describes an arrangement proposal, based on a methodology of participatory, analytical, and strategic management.

Among its principal criteria are:

- Identify the working environmental problems in the hydrographic watershed in order to get the knowledge and the identification of the conflicts of the resource use.

- Define the indispensable resources that are required in order to organize the planning of the watershed.

- Analyze the patterns of the ones involved and the possibility to apply the concept of sustainable development.

- Identify the practical bases of watershed management and include them in the planning of the country by arranging master plans of environmental conservation in different spatial levels, from the national up to the local. It proposes a matrix of planning as a result of the application of the methodology of management.

6 
Projects and Publications

6.1
Restoration of Lake Pedder, Tasmania.

(communicated by Mountain Forum)

The original Lake Pedder, the scenically stunning centrepiece of the former Lake Pedder National Park in the geographical heart of what is now the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area, was inundated beneath a large hydro-electric reservoir in 1972.   While a spirited public campaign against the flooding failed, it entailed unprecedented environmental activism in Australia, and, in popularising environmental causes, gave birth to a vigorous conservation movement nationwide and the world's first Green political party, the United Tasmania Group. Following a Commonwealth Government Inquiry funds were offered to the Tasmanian state government in a bid to halt the damming, but the national government lacked the constitutional power to enforce this position. The Lake Pedder issue stimulated or accelerated a variety of subsequent Commonwealth Government conservation initiatives, including Australia's early involvement in the World Heritage system. Hence, Lake Pedder has had an enduring legacy for Australian nature conservation, culture and politics and remains an icon of Australian nature conservation.  

A public campaign to restore the natural Lake Pedder was formalised in the mid 1990s, and gave rise to a Commonwealth parliamentary Inquiry. Following a series of formal public hearings the Inquiry concluded that restoration was technically feasible but was not politically appropriate at that time.  The case for restoration has now been revisited with the publication in December 2001 of a volume scientific papers presented at a symposium sponsored by the Centre for Environmental Studies at the University of Tasmania. These papers outline the natural values of Lake Pedder, which was never fully studied prior to its inundation.  More importantly, they assess the potential for restoration of Lake Pedder,  an act which many believe would be of enormous worth, not just in terms of restoring a scenic wonder and a geologically unique and biologically important lake, but which would be of great symbolic worth in a world much in need of more careful stewardship and healing.  

Papers in the 176 page volume "Lake Pedder: Values & Restoration" cover the geomorphology, limnology, soils, botany, zoology and cultural heritage of the area, and assess the prospects for recovery, which emerges as a very real option.

Copies are now available at a retail cost of  $30.00 (Australian) each (not including postage), and can be ordered directly from:  The Centre for Environmental Studies, Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania, Hobart. GPO Box 252-78, Hobart, Tasmania, 7001, AUSTRALIA

Phone (03) 6226 2834 (Glenda Fahey)  or email:  Glenda.Fahey@utas.edu.au

6.2
Preliminary results of the project "Indicative Map of the Pan - European Ecological Network for Central and Eastern Europe".

This project is being co-ordinated by the European Centre for Nature Conservation in the framework of the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy and under the auspices of the Comittee of Experts for the development of the Pan - European Ecological Network.

The aim of the project is twofold:

- developing an Indicative Map as a communication tool and to facilitate discussion amongst the major stakeholders involved in the development of the Pan–European Ecological Network;

- to futher elaborate the methodology and identify gaps in scientific knowledge and data which is needed to identify the network.

The Indicative Map of Pan-Europe Ecological Network outlines core areas, corridors and nature restoration areas of the Pan - European Ecological Network, based upon knowledge of the present and future distribution of important species and ecosystems ans a sound assessment of the threats and opportunities. The countries which are coveres in this project are: Belarus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Slovak Republic, Romania, European Russia and Ukraine.

In order to ensure that the outcome of the project is supported by a range of stakeholders the preliminary results of the project are send to various organisations in Europe, active in the field of nature conservation, for consultation.

We hereby would like to invite your organisation to participate in the consultation process. to facilitate the review and incorporation of the reactions a consultation form has been developed. In the final report, accompanying the Indicative Map of the Pan - European Ecological Network for the Central and Eastern Europe, a separate chapter will be dedicated to the consultation process and reactions received. Unfortunately we cannot offer you any financial compensation for the review.

On the protected website

http://www.ecnc.nl/doc/projects/peenmap you will be able to

find the following information:

- a copy of the draft version of the indicative Map of PEEN for CEE;

- the report explaining the methodology behind the map (how the map was prepared);

- an adress list summarising the people who received the preliminary results for review;

- the consultation form for sending in comments.

You can access this website by inserting the username reviewer and password consultation.

7
Future Events: Conferences, Workshops ...

A regular service on forthcoming conferences and workshops is provided by the Mountain Forum. Please contact the website:

http://www.mtnforum.org/calendar/calendar.htm

7.1
6th International Conference on an Action Plan for Sustainable Mountain Development in Africa

19 - 24 August 2002, Moshi, Tanzania

Contact: gmba@unibas.ch

URL: http://www.mtnforum.org/calendar/events/0208icsm.htm

Contact:

Sonja Keel, GMBA office

Institute of Botany 

University of Basel

Switzerland

Tel. +41 61 267 35 11

Fax: +41 61 267 35 04

E-mail: gmba@unibas.ch

Introduction

The African Mountains Association (AMA) announces the 6th International Conference, which is to be held in Moshi, Tanzania from 19 – 24 August 2002. The conference is being organized in observance of the International Year of the Mountains (IYM 2002) and the International Year of Eco-tourism. The main objective of the conference is to recognize the contribution of the scientific community in sustainable mountain development through increasing awareness of and exchanging knowledge on mountain ecosystems, their dynamics and functioning with a view to developing an action plan for sustainable mountain development in Africa and improving the quality of life of mountain people.

Theme and subthemes 

An action plan for sustainable mountain development in Africa through:

· Promoting sustainable use of mountain resources and conservation of biodiversity 

· Enhancing mountain livelihoods through agricultural development, eco-tourism and other economic alternatives 

· Supporting self-driven development and cultural diversity of mountain communities 

· Developing policy and institutional framework for sustainable mountain development and conflict resolution 

What is the Role of the Scientific Community? 

Background 

In November 1998, the UN General Assembly special session (UNGASS) designated the year 2002 as the International Year of Mountains (IYM 2002), as well as the International Year of Eco-tourism. The objectives of IYM are:

· To increase awareness and knowledge about Mountain ecosystems and their overriding importance in providing strategic services and products for the

· well-being of rural and urban peoples 

· To promote and defend the cultural heritage of mountain communities 

· To promote conservation and sustainable development of mountain resources for present and future generations 

In view of the need and importance of amplifying the thematic setting of IYM 2002, the African Mountains Association (AMA) has decided to organize an international conference in Moshi, Tanzania, home of the highest mountain in Africa. The conference, scheduled to take place in August 19-24th, 2002, will bring together scientists, researchers and practitioners from different parts of Africa and other parts of the world, to exchange their experiences and discuss ways and means of promoting sustainable mountain development, with a view to developing an action plan for development of African mountains and highlands. The venue of the conference, Moshi, will permit examination of the highland-lowland interactions on Mount Kilimanjaro and give an opportunity to interested participants to climb the highest mountain in Africa (at their own cost - after the conference). 

The African Mountains Association (AMA) has, since its formal establishment in 1987 with assistance from the United Nations University (UNU) been committed to promoting sustainable mountain development in Africa. Its main objective is to establish the necessary forums for the exchange of scientific information on African mountains and highland ecosystems and enhance the generation of further information on them. Thus, since its establishment, AMA has been and continues to actively pursue and inform on African mountain' research and development through organising international conferences. So far, five international conferences on African Mountains have been organised as follows and proceedings of the conferences published: 

· 1986 - Ethiopia 

· 1989 - Morocco 

· 1993 - Kenya 

· 1996 - Madagascar 

· 2000 - Lesotho 

Conference Objectives 

The conference has four specific objectives, namely:

· To give an overview of experiences in sustainable use of natural resources and conservation of biodiversity 

· To assess the different strategies used to sustain mountain livelihoods, with particular emphasis on agriculture, ecotourism and other economic activities 

· To discuss and develop proposals for conducive policy and institutional frameworks for sustainable mountain development 

· To develop an action plan for sustainable development of mountains 

Tentative Programme 

18th August - Arrival of participants 

19th August - Official opening and plenary session with keynote speeches, field excursion

20th August - Field excursion

21st August - Plenary sessions with paper presentations, group discussions and GMBA working group meeting

22nd August - Plenary sessions with paper presentations, group discussions

23rd August - Working group discussions on action plan and plenary, AMA business

24th August - Plenary (adoption of conference resolutions) and official closing

25th August - Departure

GMBA (Global Mountain Biodiversity Assessment) of DIVERSITAS Symposium: 

The Global Mountain Biodiversity Assessment (GMBA) of DIVERSITAS organizes a symposium on ‘Linking mountain diversity with fire, grazing and erosion in tropical and subtropical countries’ in cooperation with the conference. The symposium will tackle the effects of changes in land use traditions on mountain biodiversity and identify approaches to sustainable agriculture in african montane/alpine areas.

The central purpose of the symposium is to summarize existing knowledge and to identify approaches to sustainable agriculture in montane/alpine areas for both, sustainable carrying capacity and biodiversity. We consider biodiversity per se, but a strong emphasis will be on its links to ecosystem functions. The future of mountain agriculture and biological richness depends on a two-way adaptation process: (a) the adjustment of human needs to the specific mountain conditions, i.e. accounting for steepness of slope and erosion risk, inaccessability and extreme climatic influences, and (b) the partly adaptive transformation of mountain biota to practical modes of land use. 

Upland grazing, often facilitated by fire management, is the most wide spread utilization of mountain terrain, often followed by erosion and enhanced risk for valley and foreland environments. The African mountains offer very good examples for intensification of human pressure on montane areas, as in many parts of Africa, humans have settled in montainous areas where the climate is mild and the environment relatively disease-free compared to arid or very humid lowlands. Cultivation of formerly pristine areas and intensification of agriculture in montane areas is often associated with a loss of mountain biodiversity. Both problems are most severe in the tropics and subtropics. GMBA, therefore proposes to bring together researchers from African mountains and from major upland pasturing regions in the tropics in order to consolidate the available knowledge on land use effects on mountain biodiversity and produce a synthesis specific to the management of this life zone. 

GMBA participants will give keynotes on sustainable resource use and biodiversity conservation during two plenary sessions of the conference. Specific papers on linking mountain diversity with fire, grazing and erosion will be presented during a working group meeting. 

Expected outputs 

· The Moshi Declaration on Mountain Development to be submitted to the Bishkek Mountain Summit 

· Proceedings of the conference 

Participants 

The conference is open to people from all mountain regions of the world, particularly the African region, and from different working backgrounds, including scientists, researchers practitioners, International organizations and representatives of development cooperation and funding agencies. It is expected that between 60-75 people will attend the conference. 

Conference costs and sponsorship 

The registration fee is USD 750. This includes lunch, dinner, and overnight lodging, participation in the conference, conference documents and proceedings, local travel, costs of the excursions, as well as coffee and tea breaks. Travel to and from the Moshi, the conference venue, is not included. GMBA can offer financial support to a limited number of participants from developing countries. Please indicate whether you will be self-sponsored or you will need sponsorship. 

Conditions for financial support of GMBA Symposium participants: 

(1) Research in the realm of the proposed GMBA symposium will be presented (upper montane/alpine, subtropical/tropical, land use aspects and biodiversity). The funding situation does not permit us to make any exceptions for results from lower elevation studies or work on non-biodiversity oriented topics.

(2) An exception to (1) can be made for students, who do not yet have results, but wish to discuss and present a research project proposal (with clear hypothesis and work plan). Since GMBA cannot fund research as such, this travel stipend is considered an educational contribution. If the proposal is well received during the workshop, GMBA may however act as a patronage organization and recommend the work to potential funders.

(3) Travel-stipends will be given only, if GMBA receives a 2 page (minimum) to 5 page (maximum) outline of the proposed contribution. Stipends will be granted based on the quality of these proposals, which will be evaluated by two members of the GMBA Task Force. Deadline for such submission is the 13th of May 2002. The decision will be communicated by 10 June at the latest.

(4) GMBA will pay the registration fee for successful applications directly. Travel cost will normally be refunded immediately after or at the meeting, based on receipts, tickets etc. Should this rise problems, we can provide financial assistance before the meeting, under the condition that a fully written research paper is submitted and passed the peers. The peer review process will require 3 weeks. 

(5) A 300 $ fraction of the total stipend will be held back until the GMBA editorial office will receive a fully written contribution to the proceedings volume. If participants bring a manuscript to the conference (preferred), no such reduction applies. 

Organising Committee and Secretariat

AMA – IYM 2002 Conference

c/o Department of Geography

University of Dar es Salaam

P.O. Box 35049, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Tel. 255-22-2410500/8 Ext. 2337

Fax 255-22-2410393

E-mail: smisana@ud.co.tz
7.2
Dryland Change Conference 2002

25-31 August 2002, Yazd, Iran

Contact: Dmehrshahi@yazduni.ac.ir, m.h.mobin@yazduni.ac.ir

URL: http://www.mtnforum.org/calendar/events/0208dcca.htm

7.3 
Twinning Valais - Bhutan: Exchange of trainees - Jumelage Valais Bhoutan : échange de stagiaires

Sion, Switzerland, 1 September 2002  1 October 2002

Contact: antoine.fardel@vs.admin.ch

Si l'on veut créer un réseau de relations durables, il faut donner l'occasion aux gens de faire connaissance. C'est pourquoi nous projetons de donner l'occasion à une vingtaine de jeunes bhoutanais de faire des stages pratiques en Suisse et vice-versa. Les stages dureront environ un mois et se termineront par la participation à la semaine de l'AIM 2002 en Valais.

7.4
Scientific Conference “Mountains : Sources of Water, Sources of Knowledge -Mountains : Sources of Water, Sources of Knowledge”

Sion, Switzerland, 8-10 October 2002

Contact: wiegandt@hei.unige.ch

La vulnérabilité des ressources en eau constitue un des défis majeurs pour la communauté internationale dans les années à venir. Le colloque propose une synthèse des questions dans les domaines liés à l'eau jugées critiques par la communauté scientifique. Il rassemblera des spécialistes internationaux qui échangeront les derniers résultats de la recherche. Sa particularité sera d'encourager le dialogue entre les sciences de la nature et les sciences de l'homme.

7.5
International Political Event for Members of Parliament: Mountain Issues on the Political Agenda - Evénement politique international pour parlementaires : Mountain Issues on the Political Agenda

Berne, Switzerland, 11-12 October 2002

Contact: info@sab.ch11

Les conditions cadres et les moyens financiers mis à disposition par les milieux politiques (par exemple : protection contre les catastrophes naturelles, transferts financiers directs, infrastructures) sont importants pour un développement cohérent des régions de montagnes. Il faut apporter aux responsables politiques, en particulier aux parlementaires, une vue d'ensemble´sur la problématique des montagnes.

7.6
International Conference on Mountain Development  2002

Chengdu, China.  15-Oct-2002 / 19-Oct-2002 

Contact: zhangning@imde.ac.cn

Sponsor: Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)

Co-sponsors: The Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), International Center for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The Ford Foundation, World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), The United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC)- China Association for Science and Technology (CAST) . Institute of mountain disaster & Environment (IDME), CAS, Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources. Research (IGSNRR), CAS. Cold and Arid Regions Environment and Engineering Research. Institute (CAREERI), CAS, The Geographical Society of China (GSC), The Society on the Tibetan Plateau (STP)

Organized by:

Institute of Mountain Disaster & Environments, CAS

The Geographical Society of China

Background:

The International Conference on Mountain Environment and Development (ICMED) will be held on October 2002, in China. It's to respond the United Nation's Suggestion that the year of 2002 is the International Mountains Year (IYM), and to enhance the international cooperation on mountain sciences and the public awareness in the protection and reasonable utilization of mountainous regions. ICMED is proposed by CAS, and co-sponsored by TWAS, ICIMOD, UNESCO, The Ford Foundation, WWF, FAO, National Natural Science Foundation of China, China Association for Science and Technology and Ministry of Sciences and Technology, etc. The Institute of Mountain Disaster and Environment, CAS & the Geographical Society of China organize it. The experts, scholars and the government officers specialized in mountain hazards; protection of mountain regions and mountain resources development and utilization from many countries in the world will discuss and exchange information on broad range of topics listed below.

Main Themes and Topics

1. Mountain Environment and Hazards

2. Bio-diversity and Evaluation on Mountains

3. Rational Utilization for Mountain Resources and Regional Development

4. Management and Governmental Policies in Mountain Regions

Call for Papers

The official language of the conference is English, the papers and all correspondence are required in English. Two copies of abstract about 400 words, clearly stating the purpose, methods and conclusions of the work to be presented in the full paper should be submitted to ICMD 2002 Secretariat before 31, January 2002 for review. Each abstract should clearly state the most relevant conference topics; the full-length paper is limited within 6-8 pages.

Conference Structure

Keynote lectures will be given in plenary sessions. Invited lectures and papers focusing on thematic complexes will be presented in parallel sessions in the first three days, the fourth day is scheduled for a one- day tour near by the city, the additional 4-6 days is scheduled for expeditions. (See field trip programs)

Registration Fee:

Before May 31, 2002: Regular 300US$, Student 200US$

After May 31, 2002: Regular 350US$, Student 230US$

(Students should be under 30 years of age with valid institution I.D. card)

The registration fee will cover the proceedings, conference banquets, city tour on the last conference day, daily lunches, and coffee & tee breaks.

Field Trip programs:

1. Chengdu-Jiuzhai Gully-Huanglong-Dujiangyan-Chengdu (Minjiang River Line)

2. Chengdu-Chongqing-Yichang-Wuhan-Chengdu (Yangtze River, the three Gorges)

3. Chengdu-Hailuo Gully-Chengdu (Conch Mountain)

4. Chengdu-Lhasa-Shigatse-Chengdu(Tibet line)

Important Dates:

30, Nov. 2001: First announcement and call for papers on the Internet

31, Dec. 2001: Registration form to be submitted to the local organizing committee 

31, Jan. 2002: Deadline for submission of Abstracts to the local organizing committee

31, Mar. 2002: Deadline for submission of Full-length papers with electronic version to the local organizing committee via post mail or e-mail

31, May 2002: Deadline for submission of Registration fee with discount

31, Aug.2002: The final program will be sent to all confirmed participants by e-mail and published on the Internet

CONTACTING PERSON AND ADDRESS OF THE SECRETARIAT

Ms. Zhang Ning

Institute of Mountain Disaster & Environment, CAS

P.O.Box .417,

Chengdu, 610041

Sichuan, P.R.China

Tel: 0086-28-5228819

Fax:0086-28-5229892

E-mail: zhangning@imde.ac.cn

http://icmed.imde.ac.cn

7.7
Bishkek Global Mountain Summit

28 October to 1 November 2002; Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is coordinating the production of ten thematic papers as part of preparations for the Bishkek Global Mountain Summit, which will be held from 28 October to 1 November 2002 in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. These papers will serve as the basis of the Bishkek Mountain Platform, an action plan for future sustainable mountain development. The ten themes are:

*  Conflicts and peace in mountain areas

*  Mountain tourism and the conservation and maintenance of biological and cultural diversity

*  Sustainable livelihoods and poverty alleviation

*  Mountain infrastructure: access, communications, energy

*  Institutions for democratic and decentralized sustainable mountain development

*  The role of education, science and culture for sustainable mountain development

*  Water, natural resources, hazards, desertification and the implications of climate change

*  Legal, economic, and compensation mechanisms in support of sustainable mountain development

*  International and regional agreements and cooperation and sustainable mountain development

*  National policies and institutions for sustainable mountain development

Each draft thematic paper will be posted and made available for review and comments on the Mountain Forum Web site. Seven of these draft papers, along with commentary, are already available at: http://www.mtnforum.org/bgms/schedule.htm.

The other three papers will be posted and available for review in April.

Prominent international figures in sustainable mountain development have been commissioned to act as lead authors in preparing the first drafts of these papers. FAO is responsible for the paper on national policies and institutions for sustainable mountain development.

Major IYM events on the horizon

The Bishkek Summit will be the major closing event for the International Year of Mountains. But there are many other important events coming up soon.

With three major conferences, May will be a particularly active month.  From 6 to 10 May, the Italian National Committee will hold the High Summit 2002.

7.8 
International Symposium on Mountain Farming 

November 19-21, 2002; Uttaranchal, India)

Mountains are a peculiar source of inspiration. If their alluring presence have kindled poetic gestures, their formidable features have exhausted the bravest of endeavours; if their sprawling poise have induced challenges for survival, their awesome facets have instilled religious respect; if their subtle surroundings have impeded development, their far-flung realms are an unstinting repository of water, energy and environment. 

The year 2002 - earmarked as the International Year of the Mountains, not only to celebrate the accomplishments of the mountain communities but also to provide an opportunity to take serious note of the marginalisation faced by them amidst tough topographical surroundings - has provided one of the few opportunities to people and practitioners in the mountains to converge together and share experiences and mutually embark upon a new progression of development.

CECI (Canadian Centre for International Studies and Cooperation) is celebrating this occasion by organizing International Symposium on Mountain Farming (November 19-21, 2002; Uttaranchal, India) in partnership with various organizations engaged in the sustainable development of the mountains.  

By and large, the symposium has established the goal of creating an interactive atmosphere and facilitating cross-fertilization of ideas among people from different mountain regions of the world in context of mountain farming. Farmers, development workers, researchers, academicians, government officers, donor representatives and even, interested individuals, confronting the challenges of the mountains and striving to achieve different levels of sustainability amidst tough topographical regions of the world, will come together to celebrate the year in the true spirit of sharing ideas and concerns with each other. A gathering of these people will not only help cross-fertilization of ideas, but also facilitate strategy building to continue the process of social change.

The symposium focuses on the central role of gender and gender rights issues in mountain farming. It also aims to bring into attention issues related to policy and governance in context of mountain farming. Promotion of best practices especially indigenous knowledge utilized in agricultural practices is also listed among its set objectives. Finally, it also aims to bridge gaps between agricultural research and traditional farming practices.

Main Themes

1. Roles and Rights of Women and Men in Mountain Farming

2. Research and Technology and Local Wisdom

3. Mountain Farming, Governance and Policy: A Voice for Mountain Farmers

4. Mountain Farming and Economy: From Village Farms to the Global Village

Results

· Participants from various mountain regions of the world have shared and learnt from each other’s experiences.

· Information on different themes related to mountain farming has been documented and disseminated.

· Improved understanding of social, economic and cultural situation of people living in different mountainous regions.

· Enhanced understanding of the socio-cultural dimensions influencing the mountain farming.

· Various strategies adopted for improving the living conditions of women farmers disseminated.

· Specific issues related to existing policies and governance on mountain farming identified.

· Recommendations, lessons learned & “good practices” aimed at creating a conducive policy and governance environment compiled.

· Innovative and appropriate technologies applied in different regions presented.

· Mutual collaboration in exchange of technology identified by the participants.

· Good practices and lessons learned identified to promote increased understanding of researchers on the needs of mountain farmers.

· Producers and researchers were able to exchange on the practical issues.

For Participation in this event, please visit our website:

http://www.ceciasia.org

or contact:

ISMF Secretariat

Community Based Economic Development (CBED) Project

CECI,

241, Vasant Vihar Phase I, 

Dehradun 248 006

Uttaranchal, India

Tel: 91 135 765218, 760090, 761909

Fax: 91 135 765219

Email: cbedindia@zyberway.com

ismfceci@yahoo.com

7.9
International Conference on Conservation and Management in the Mountains of Northern Europe,

6-9 November 2002, Pitlochry Festival Theatre, Pitlochry, Scotland

web address: http://www.cms.uhi.ac.uk/events.htm

contact: helen.forster@snh.gov.uk

7.10
International Conference: Protected areas of European Mountains place of life,

recreation and exchange

Chambéry, France - 13-17 November 2002

This conference will be the first to bring together the different protected areas of the European mountains. The objective is to create an exchange between protected areas facing the same conservation and management issues in the sensitive mountain regions. This is a unique chance to exchange experiences and know-how as well as to foster cooperation between protected areas on a European level. 

A more detailed programme will be distributed shortly.

Draft programme

Thursday 14 November

Session 1: Presentation of the European mountains

Session 2: Protected areas in European mountains laboratories of biodiversity management

Keywords: Field work, conservational and contractual measures, techniques and management plans

Friday 15 November

Session 3: Protected areas in European mountains  place of life and reception

Keywords: Traditions and survival, habitants and protected areas, new missions and activities, transfer of know-how

Session 4: Protected areas in European mountains  places of interaction

Keywords: Relations urban area-protected area, from local to international cooperation, networks of protected areas in mountains, scientific and thematic cooperation (wildlife corridors etc.)

Session 5: Round table:

Cooperation and solidarity between European mountains  from utopia to reality

Saturday 16 November

Programme of study visits in the surrounding protected areas 

With the participation of / Avec le concours de :

Région Rhône Alpes, DATAR, Ministère de l'Aménagement du Territoire et de l'Environnement, Département de la Savoie, Crédit Agricole des Savoies

Contact :

Réseau Alpin des Espaces Protégés

Micropolis  Isatis

F  05000 Gap

Tel. : +33/(0)4 92 40 20 00

Fax.: +33/(0)4 92 40 20 01

Internet: www.alparc.org e-mail:

sylvia.unterreiner@alparc.org

7.11
Second National Conference on the Science and Management of Mountain Ecosystems (SAMME 2002)

14-15 November 2002, Baguio City, Philippines

The MAKILING CENTER FOR MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS of the University of the Philippines - Los Banos is organizing the Second National Conference on the Science and Management of Mountain Ecosystems (SAMME 2002) on 14-15 November 2002 in Baguio City, Philippines. The conference is in celebration of the year 2002, declared by the United Nations as International Year of Mountains and International Year of Ecotourism. The conference is also in support of the objectives set forth in Chapter 13 of Agenda 21, the global action plan adopted at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.

SAMME 2002 is expected to attract a forum of diverse organizations and individuals from various parts of the country and the world, from government and non-government organisations, the academe, conservation groups, and mountaineering and outdoor clubs. Participants will interact and examine relevant issues relating to the scientific research and sustainable development of mountain ecotourism and the over-all management of mountain ecosystems in the Philippines.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVE 

SAMME 2002 aims to seek a common understanding of ecotourism and of mountains in the Philippines, the significance and potentials of mountains in ecotourism, the potential impacts of ecotourism on mountain cultures, communities and biodiversity, and the role of ecotourism in sustainable mountain development.

CONFERENCE THEME

The conference will focus on the theme "Linking Ecotourism with Conservation and Sustainable Development of Philippine Mountains". Topics for paper and poster presentations can be derived from the primary theme or from one of the following topics as they relate to a particular Philippine mountain area or region.

1. Understanding ecotourism and mountains

-The philosophical, theoretical, and ethical underpinnings of ecotourism

-Profile of ecotourists and the ecotourism industry

-Relationships between ecotourism and mountain conservation and development

-Characteristics of mountains and mountain protected areas in the Philippines 

-Diversity of mountain areas and opportunities for ecotourism on mountains 

2. National and international policies and guidelines -Philippine government initiatives in ecotourism 

-The National Ecotourism Strategy of the Philippines

-Global Code of Ethics for Ecotourism

-Public access to mountain protected areas for ecotourism

3. Ecotourism planning, practice, and promotion 

-Community mapping and planning techniques 

-Empowering indigenous people 

-Green structures and designs 

-Mitigating impacts of ecotourism on mountains and mountain communities 

-Marketing and product development 

4. Trends and challenges to sustainability 

-Partnerships 

-Mountain community-based sustainable ecotourism

-Accreditation and certification

-Responsible enterprise/ business practices in ecotourism

-Philippine government initiatives in ecotourism

-The National Ecotourism Strategy of the Philippines 

-Global Code of Ethics for Ecotourism

-Public access to mountain protected areas for ecotourism

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

13 November, Wednesday 

*Afternoon: Arrival & Check-in 

14 November, Thursday 

*Morning Opening Ceremony and Plenary Session - will focus on understanding ecotourism and mountains, relationship between ecotourism and mountain conservation and development 

*Afternoon - Sessions 1 and 2 

Profile of the ecotourism industry, mountains and mountain´protected areas in the Philippines, international and national policies and guidelines on ecotourism

*Poster Session begins 

*Evening - Welcome Cocktails & Reception 

15 November, Friday 

*Morning Sessions 3 and 4 

Ecotourism planning, practice, and promotion; community-based mountain ecotourism; mitigating impacts of eco-tourism on mountains and mountain communities 

*Afternoon: Session 5 

Trends and challenges to sustainability of mountainecotourism Plenary Session and Closing Ceremony

16 November,Saturday

*Post Conference Trek to Mt Pulag (optional) 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

The conference Organizing Committee seeks expressions of interests from all sectors in preparing papers for oral and poster presentations at the conference. Please send a proposed title, brief outline (not to exceed one side of A4 size paper) or draft abstract of not more than 100 words, and complete address (including phone and fax numbers and e-mail). Researchers and development workers with extensive fieldwork in a specific Philippine mountain environment or ecotourism experience on a mountain area or region, are particularly encouraged to respond. 

The Organizing Committee will select certain papers for oral and poster presentations, and may invite collaboration among individuals to prepare a joint paper on closely related topics. Cost of domestic travel, accommodation and meals, and/or registration fee may be covered for selected paper presentors on application to the conference Organizing Committee and subject to availability of funds. 

Please send expression of interest and proposed title of paper and draft outline not later than 28th July 2002. Abstracts are due by 30th August 2002, and full papers by 20th September 2002. All selected papers for the conference will be published as Proceedings ahead of schedule and will be made available during the conference. 

CRITICAL DATES 

28 JULY 2002 - Submission of proposed title and brief outline 

30 AUGUST 2002 - Deadline for abstracts 

02 SEPTEMBER 2002 - Notification of acceptance of papers and posters 

28 SEPTEMBER 2002 - Deadline for full papers 

30 SEPTEMBER 2002 - Deadline for advance registration 

14-15 NOVEMBER 2002 - Conference dates 

CONFERENCE FORMAT 

Contributed papers: These are 20-minute presentations on specialized topics falling within the identified topic areas. An open forum for questions will be allotted after each group of four or five speakers. 

Key Note Speaker: To be confirmed. 

Posters: The results and implications of research or case studies on ecotourism will be on display during the conference. Display space is confined to 1.0x1.2 m. Participation by students in this category is encouraged. The conference organizing committee will be offering an award of PhP 2,000 for the best poster presentation by a full-time student. 

Proceedings: All selected papers for the conference will be published as Proceedings ahead of schedule and will be made available during the conference. 

POST-CONFERENCE TREK TO MT PULAG 

For interested participants, there will a post-conference trek on Saturday, 16 November 2002 to Mt Pulag (c. 2900 m), Luzon's  highest mountain ecotourism spot. This trek will be led by an experienced mountaineering group. Register with the Secretariat on the first day of the conference. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Please register early as space may be limited. The registration fee is PhP 1,700 and is subsidized. It includes attendance at all conference sessions, an opening cocktails and reception, snacks between sessions, all meals for Thursday and Friday, conference bag (includes conference program with summary of abstracts, pen and conference stationery, and copy of the conference proceedings). It does NOT include accommodation. 

Payment must accompany your registration form. We are happy to accept cheques, made payable to UPLB Foundation, Inc. 

CONFERENCE SPONSORS 

The prospective sponsors for SAMME 2002 include: Cordillera Studies Center/ U.P. College Baguio, FAO Philippines, White Mountains Inc., Mountaineering Federation of the Philippines, Inc., National Commission on Indigenous Peoples, Philippine National Ecotourism Steering Committee for IYE, Philippine National Organizing Committee for IYM, UNEP, WTO, Conservation International - Philippines 

CONFERENCE ORGANIZER & SECRETARIAT 

Makiling Center for Mountain Ecosystems 

College of Forestry and Natural Resources 

The University of the Philippines - Los Banos 

College, 4031 Laguna, The Philippines 

phone: + 49 536 2736 or 536 3572 

fax: + 49 536 3572 

e-mail: <mcme@mountainet.ph> 

<makiling@laguna.net> 

Our web site: http://www.mountainet.ph/mcme 

About MCME 

The MAKILING CENTER FOR MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS (MCME) was established on 25 June 1998 by the Board of Regents of the University of the Philippines as a new unit of the College of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of the Philippines - Los Banos. Its mission is to advance knowledge and promote the sustainable management of Mt Makiling and other tropical mountain ecosystems through integrated and participatory research and demonstration programs. MCME is deeply committed to conserving Philippine mountain environments and the promotion of the objectives of the 2002 International Year of Mountains and the global Mountain Agenda. 

About SAMME 2002 

The National Conference of the Science and Management of Mountain Ecosystems is a triennial meeting organised by the MAKILING CENTER FOR MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS. The first one, SAMME '99, was held on Mt Makiling with the theme "Maintaining biological and landscape diversity of Philippine mountain environments". 

SAMME 2002 Secretariat 

MAKILING CENTER FOR MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS 

College of Forestry and Natural Resources 

The University of the Philippines - Los Banos 

College, 4031 Laguna 

The Philippines 

Phone: +(63) (49) 536 3572 or 536 2577 

Fax: +(+63) (49) 536 3572 

e-mail: <mcme@mountainet.ph> or <makiling@laguna.net>

7.12
Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival

The Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival will be held four days running, 5 thru 8 December 2002. The venue is the Russian Cultural Centre in downtown Kathmandu. The Centre has two halls, one seating 200 and the other 50. A convenient well-lit lobby allows for informal meetings and exhibition space. There is a cafeteria and rooms for workshops. 

The festival will open on the evening of 5 December, Friday. Films will be screened back to back on the following days. Screenings will be followed by discussions. Time will be set aside for guest lectures and presentations. The organisers will facilitate maximum interaction amongst the participants during the festival to provide an impetus for a qualitative and quantitative improvement of mountain films.

CRITERIA

Films made after 1 January 1998 are eligible for entry. To ensure that the full flavour of mountain filmmaking will be available to the participants and audience of  the Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival, there is no bar in terms of discipline, genre, length, and format. The entries can be documentaries, full-length features, shorts, animation or experimental art forms. The organisers expect the entries to cover the entire gamut from ethnography to mountaineering, from the investigative to the abstract, from the reportial to the introspective.

ENTRY CONDITIONS

Entry is free of cost. Entries without the duly filled-in entry form will not be considered. The initial entries will be accepted only in VHS video format (PAL/ SECAM/ NTSC) and have to be sent by courier or Speedpost to the Festival Secretariat in Kathmandu Valley. The entry package should be labelled 'Only for cultural purposes, no commercial value'. The entrant must handle all costs associated with the sending of the film. The Festival will not be responsible for any loss or damange, and/or delay of films in transit.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE for ENTRY

All entries must reach the Festival Secretariat in Kathmandu by 15 August, 2002.

SELECTION of FILMS

A preview committee will view all entries. The selection process will be complete by 20 September 2002. Around 40 films will be selected for screening.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE for  FINAL PRINT/TAPE OF SELECTED ENTRIES

Selected entrants will be notified by 30 September 2002, and directors/producers will have to send film prints/professional video format copies for screening at the festival to reach the Festival Secretariat by 30 October 2002.

FORMAT for FINAL SUBMISSION

Film: 16 mm or 35 mm

Video: Beta-SP/PAL or U-matic Hi Band

PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS

All entries must be accompanied by labelled still photographs/slides from the film for use in the festival catalogue and for promotion. The festival may use portions of the film for promotional purposes.

AWARD

The film voted best by the audience will receive the Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival Audience Award.

RETURNING OF ENTRIES

The tapes sent in as entries will not be returned. They will remain part of the film archive maintained by Himal Association, which contains, among other things, films screened during previous film festivals. These copies will not be screened commercially.

The despatching of any film to the festival implies acceptance of the festival regulations. Filmmakers are encouraged to attend the festival, and the organisers shall make every effort to help with travel advisories and subsidised stay in Kathmandu Valley. The prints screened at the festival will be returned withing a month of the festival.

In case of any doubt on a matter not mentioned in the above regulations, it will be referred to the Festival Director, who will give a decision in consultation with the Festival Organising Committee. The Director's word shall be final.

[The Kathmandu Int'l Mountain Film Festival 2002 is organised by Himal Association, in association with the Austrian organisation, Eco Himal, and the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)]

For entry form (Deadline: Aug 15 2002) and other queries please write to:

Ramyata Limbu. Festival Director

Kathmandu Int'l Mountain Film Festival

PO Box 166, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: +977-1-542544

Fax: +977-1-541196

email:kimff@himalassociation.org

http://www.himalassociation.org/kimff

7.13
Invitation for inputs to the Compendium of "Success Stories from the Mountains of Vietnam"

Introduction

Following the first combined Government-donor meeting held on the 3rd of May 2002 at the State Committee for Ethnic Minorities and Mountainous Areas (CEMMA), co-chaired by the vice director of CEMMA, Mr. Be Truong Thanh and the FAO Representative, Mr. Jean Francois Ghyoot, this letter has been prepared in order to invite inputs to the compendium  "Success Stories from the Mountains of Vietnam" -a collection of lessons learned and case studies of successful rural development in the mountainous areas of Vietnam.

Background

2002 was proclaimed the IYM by the UN to increase international awareness of the global importance of mountain ecosystems. FAO was assigned the role as lead agency in collaboration with Governments, NGO's and other UN organisations.

Objectives

There are many forces at work in mountains that influence the environment and the well-being of all people, not just those living in mountains but lowland people too. And these forces are all interconnected. To understand and appreciate mountains, we need to see them as organic systems profoundly linked to us and all the world's environments.

In Vietnam, the IYM has now been officially introduced by the Vietnamese Government on a press conference held on April 11 th 2002 by The State Committee for Ethnic Minorities and Mountainous Areas (CEMMA). CEMMA announced a range of planned national activities as follows:

Raising the awareness through the mass media on the importance of the mountainous areas.

Sharing the information on the mountainous areas with the main actors.

*  Workshop to celebrate the IYM

*  Mobilization of International assistance for the development of the mountainous areas

Publication of "success stories"

Following the first meeting on the IYM 2002 and in accordance with established action plans, FAO Vietnam is now trying to collect short papers on success stories from a broad range of organizations to be publicized in a compendium.

This compendium is to contain a number of short presentations or case studies on development projects or parts of these, with issues or subjects relating to development in mountainous areas. The papers can both be of a technical or of a more general descriptive nature.

It is expected that the compendium will contain papers on a range of topics and themes

Themes

It is the intention that all interested donor organizations, international NGO's, multilateral organizations and national government and non-government agencies and organizations can contribute to this collection,  which is meant to present successful examples of development of mountainous areas within a broad range of themes, i.e.:

*  Agriculture

*  Forestry

*  Environment (water, biodiversity, etc.)

*  Health

*  Education

*  Aquaculture

*  Poverty reduction

*  Ethnic minorities

*  Gender issues

Format

In order to make the compendium and the case studies or papers broadly available and to include as many themes as possible, we would like to suggest the inputs to have a maximum of 7 pages A4 and a text size of 12 points and  single line distance. The papers can contain photos in black and white as well as drawings and figures. The papers should preferably follow the same standard format:

1.     executive summary

2.     background

3.     main text

4.     conclusion

The papers should also contain information on the author, the project and the organization implementing, as well as details on location and possibilities for contact to the project or program.

For those who have access to translation services we would appreciate a copy in both Vietnamese and English. The papers should be sent by E-mail or on a floppy disc.

Deadline

The deadline for submission of papers is the 1st of September 2002.

General Information

If excessive material is received, FAO and CEMMA will make a selection of papers to be included in the compendium in order to avoid too much material.

This invitation has been sent by letter to the representatives of a number of organizations, as well as by email, directly to individuals who have shown interest in participating in this initiative.

FAO would like to encourage your active participation in this matter as well as urge you to inform others that might be interested.

FAO would like to thank you in advance for your kind cooperation in this matter and encourage all interested to embrace the IYM 2002 and to support the Vietnamese Government as far as possible to develop and protect the mountainous areas of Vietnam and the people living in and near them.

All material, as well as any further enquiries, should be directed to:

Mr. Christian Sloth. Forestry Specialist

FAO Representation

3 Nguyen Gia Thieu

Hanoi

Ph.: 844 9424208

Fax: 844 9423257

Email: sloth@fao.org.vn

For more information on the IYM2002 please visit http://www.mountains2002.org
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Bridging Human and Ecological Landscapes: Participatory Research and Sustainable Development in an Andean Hillside Frontier. Edited by Robert Rhoades. Kendall/Hunt Publishers, Dubuque, Iowa, 2001.

Tendiendo Puentes entre los Paisajes Humanos y Naturales: la investigatión participativa y del desarrollo ecológico en una frontera agricóla andina. Editor Robert Rhoades. Ediciones Abya- Yala, Quito, Ecuador, 2001.
Almost a decade after the Earth Summit of Rio de Janeiro, many open questions remain about the future of the planet and, particularly, of biodiversity-rich areas that are being threatened by development-related pressures. This book is an excellent example of how to address this question by combining a rigorous analysis of past trends and current circumstances with new ways of envisioning what might unfold from alternative resource management decisions.

The setting is the Andean region of South America, one of the most diverse, economically and ecologically important mountain regions in the world. The buffer zone of the Cotocachi Cayapas Ecological Reserve in Ecuador, where the research has been carried out, is considered one of the earth's 25 biological 'hotspot'. It is also home to several distinct ethnic groups pursuing different livelihood and land use strategies. The edited volume compiles papers contributed by teams composed of scientists from various disciplines and professionals working with local and national NGOs. The contributions address three interwoven themes: the dimension of time, human-nature interactions, and dynamics of civil society and public action. By retracing the 'footprints' of historical and ecological change, the studies elucidate how the patchwork of forests, fields, pathways and roads that makes up the current landscape came to be formed by forces stemming from market shifts, political reform, migratory influxes, and road construction.

The second theme induces authors to examine both technical and political aspects of dominant production systems, especially livestock and sugar cane cultivation and processing, to identify their impacts on local livelihoods and landscapes and their linkages to regional and global economies. The final section focuses on the tensions between social capital and development goals. The density of social networks, diverse representation in leadership, and equity in resource distribution are shown to be key factors shaping the potential for collective action that can be mobilized behind the sustainability agenda.

The book's approach convincingly challenges the notion of rural communities as self-contained and homogeneous. It documents how they are rather embedded in larger social hierarchies and economic transactions, in which they are generally at disadvantage, and how they are internally differentiation in terms of access to resources and power. But its approach transcends a strictly economic focus by emphasizing the salience of cultural valuation. For instance, gender disparities are predicated upon not only the social division of labor and income opportunities, but also the way men's and women's work are viewed and valued. On the other hand, livelihood issues rather than ecological values appear to dominate local people's perceptions of the desirability of development scenarios.

Bridging Human and Ecological Landscapes represents one of few fully documented cases of a participatory project involving collaboration between rural communities, local and international NGOs, and scientists from various disciplines. Therefore it contains valuable guidelines and operational lessons on the potentials and pitfalls of participatory research. A Spanish version has been published in Ecuador and has been distributed to all relevant stakeholders and participants in the study at national and local levels.

Stressing the instrumental involvement of local people in generating the insights and information presented in the book, Rhoades concludes "we hope it gives them pride and a vision of where they have been, where they are today, and where they are going in the future. And the future is what sustainability should be about."

Ordering information:

English edition - Kendall Hunt Publishers, 4050 Westmark

Pl. Dubuque Iowa, 52004-1840, Phone 1-800-227-0810, Fax 1-

800-772-9165 ($40.97, plus shipping and handling)

Spanish edition - Abya-Yala, Avenida 12 de Octobre, 14-30 y

Wilson, Casilla 17-12-719, Quito, Ecuador. www.

abyayala.org, editorial@abyayala.org

Maria Antonia Sironi, Hildegard Diemberger and Sonam Tsomo: The other half of the sky. 2002 

This book, issued in collaboration with Ev-K2-CNR Committee and Italian Committee for 2002 - International Year of the Mountains, is the result of extensive fieldwork in remote areas of the Himalayan range in Tibet and of research in the   archives of the Royal Geographical Society, the China  Mountaineering Association and the Tibet Mountaineering  Department. It is a ground - breaking work both in the field of    mountaineering and in the literature on modern Tibet in so far as, for the first time, it gives voice to the Tibetan women who climbed the world's highest peaks. The interviews, accompanied by a large number of breath taking photographs - most of which were never published before - make this a work of extraordinary interest nor only for mountaineering enthusiasts but also for all those who want to deepen their knowledge of this tormented and fascinating country. But who   are the Tibetan women who climbed the Himalayan  mountains? What relationship did they have with the feminism  promoted by the Chinese state? Who are their male comrades  with whom they accomplished their exploits? To answer such questions Maria Antonia Sironi, Italian, geologist, writer and mountaineer, Hildegard Diemberger, Italian and Austrian, social anthropologist, currently holds a research and lecturing post at the University of Cambridge and Sonam Tsomo, Tibetan, director of the Tibet Mountaineering Department in Lhasa have collected documents and listened to the life  stories of past and present protagonists of Tibetan mountaineering, placing them in the context in which the events unfolded. Here three perspectives are intertwined:  contacts between Tibetans and the mountaineering world; the   Chinese perspective; the heroes and professionals of tibetan mountaineering and women climbers that emerge not merely as the states heroines, but also as the bearers of a pragmatism full of wisdom. Three are the Tibetan women who  climbed Mt. Everest: Pentog, the first, who ascended in 1975, Kusang, who climbed twice, in 1990 and 1999, and Kyi Kyi, the  new rising star, in 1999. This book, written with the help of the protagonists living voices, is an attempt to explore a perspective of the Tibetan world which is not well known. Photographs by Carlo Meazza, Akupu, archives of the Royal Geographical Society, China Mountaineering Association and Tibet Mountaineering Department. Maria Antonia Sironi is the author of publications on Tibet and co-founder of Eco Himal  Italia, an NGO which focuses on educational and cultural projects in Tibet. Hildegard Diemberger directs an anthropologic research project on Tibet at the Austrian  Academy of Sciences.

(http://www.montagna.org/news/index.asp?catlD=&news=322&tipo=)

L'ALPE 14. ARTICLE ABSTRACTS

A free mountain man

In France, Élisée Reclus (1830-1905) is to geography what Michelet is to history, in a century when science expressed itself poetically and concerned itself with politics and humanism as well. An extensive voyager, author of numerous accounts and works including the famous New Universal Geography, The Earth and Mankind, in 19 volumes, Reclus also sympathised with the anarchist movement. Reason enough to be deported and then exiled for his participation in the Commune de Paris. Numerous travels through the Alps inspired his History of a Mountain, a popularising book that also served to reflect on Nature, liberty and progress. Excepts.

A taste of paradise

Fleeing the chaos of the falling Roman empire, Prefect Dardanus had a retreat built in a corner of the French Alps. Protected by a forbidding gorge, his legendary Theopolis prefigured other retreats far from the troubles of the world. Peaceful sites providing asylum that served to colonise many mountain territories.

Secret defences

A hiding place or a trap, suited to both defence and flight, mountains offer armies either open or closed protection. An ambivalent nature that the military has had to deal with in these zones that constitute both borders and crossroads and have always been the site of conflict.

Alone on the mountain

He withdrew to the “desert”, closer to the heavens. On a mountain overlooking the Drôme valley, Benoît the hermit built his four square metre hut with his own hands and lives with a meagre 30 euros per year. Portrait of a believer.

The Chartreuses of dreams

Far from the tumult of the world, the maps gallery in the Grande Chartreuse held an extraordinary collection of monumental paintings representing a majority of the monasteries. Executed between the 1600s and the end of the 1800s, they remained little known and very difficult to interpret. It was only very recently that the paintings were added to the list of historical monuments.

Safe haven

Something of a free zone, the Alps have long contributed to the fantasies of people confronted with the anguish of change. They have served as an area for soul-searching, adventure, hiding, fleeing, isolation, as well as for exchanges, meetings and protection where outcasts and deviants could find a safe haven from the world.

The saga of the Vaudois

The Vaudois rebellion, still a living phenomenon in a few valleys of the Piedmont, found in the Alps its promised land. Marked by violent events and exodus, the history of this religious revolt, fairly similar to Protestantism, is still today obscured by a veil of mystery. As are the reasons for the movement's settling in the mountains.

The rebels of the Piedmont

An ideal society, composed of free and equal citizens, united in evangelic fraternity. That was the idea preached by Dolcino, who had revolted against the all-powerful clergy during the 1200s. An idea very close to the aspirations of the Alpine populations. Having taken refuge in the Piedmont, Dolcino found support among the mountain folk who had risen up against the feudal powers of the time.

A hero with a gentle look

In the Tyrol, Andreas Hofer is considered a national hero. In the mountains overlooking Innsbruck and with the help of his peasant friends, he courageously defended his liberty against Napoleon's troops by making intelligent use of the terrain and calling on the unflinching patriotism of the mountain population. A symbol of Tyrolean resistance and independence.

The long hunt

Absent without leave according to the army, having deserted in the name of the Bible, the Berthalon brothers fled in September 1914 to the Alps to escape the coming slaughter. Their flight was made possible by their in-depth knowledge of the Alpine environment and the complicity of the local inhabitants. Théophile and Félix were arrested in 1927, after thirteen years of a precarious existence and extreme deprivation.

The camp of the partisans

In the fight against the Nazis, the dissident youth in 1943 took advantage of the protective geography provided by the Dauphiné mountains to hide, avoid the obligatory work service in Germany and take up arms against the occupying forces. The Vercors, Oisans, Belledonne and Chartreuse were thus the cradle and the grave of the Résistance. Historian Marc Ferro, political scientist Simon Nora and photographer Marc Riboud all took part and recount their experiences here.

The rebel Djbel

At the far edges of Morocco, in the Sarhro djbel, the Aït Atta Berbers were the last to resist the French troops sent in to "pacify" the protectorate. Today, these proud shepherds transhume their sheep through the austere, ochre mountains to escape the rigors of the winter in the High Atlas. However, the snow still catches up with them occasionally under the palm and almond trees, just steps away from the dunes of the Sahara.

A nomad with roots

Antonio Placer claims Alpine roots and notes, "My songs are a Dauphinois dish with lots of spices". The artist from Galicia waited until the birth of his daughter (and a chance encounter with the Rigodon) before finally deciding that the Alps truly were his new homeland.

Rock, rigor... and refuge

A minuscule warm nest amid an ocean of rock and ice, high-altitude refuges are a haven of peace to defy the demons of the cold night. These timeless shelters provide a reassuring halt on the trail to the summits and fascinate mountaineers. But for how much longer?

The Alps 360

Take in a multitude of virgin summits and unveil their secrets in a single glimpse, that was the fascination of the panoramic brochures of the 1800s, when the Alps became fashionable. Somewhere between a romantic portrayal and the precision of an encyclopaedia, both a source of knowledge and a means to promote tourism, panoramas played an important role in presenting the Alps. As is made clear by the exhibition at the Museum des Alpenvereins in Innsbruck.

ABOUT L'ALPE

Written for people looking for information with meaning, L'Alpe is the first review devoted to the many cultures and heritages of Alpine Europe. Its ambition is to provide information, language barriers not withstanding. As your guide, L'Alpe looks at the people who, from the meandering Danube to the Rhône, have adapted to an exceptional climate. A cross between a book and a magazine, it draws on the first to provide background documents on a main theme, supported by rigorous analysis, an insistence on quality and the notoriety of renown authors. From the second, it adopts a quarterly rhythm for regular contributions to current debates, rich illustrations, the insatiable curiosity of ist journalists and a necessarily didactic approach. Though rigorous in its approach to knowledge, L'Alpe is not a scientific journal. It calls on the contributions of history, geography, archaeology, ethnology, etc. to shed light on the meaning of the traces left by man on the mountain environment. And it is also open to current debates on the future of the Alps and other mountains in the world.

Pascal Kober, editor in chief

L'Alpe. Cultures et patrimoines de l'Europe alpine. Revue trimestrielle

Musee dauphinois, 30, rue Maurice-Gignoux, 38031 Grenoble Cedex 1, France

+ 33 (0) 476 85 19 29 (telephone)

+ 33 (0) 476 87 60 22 (telecopieur)

mailto:pascal.kober@glenat.com

http://www.glenatpresse.com/lalpe

The Status of the Carpathians

The conservation organisation WWF announced in a June 5 press release that it has released a new report warning that European Union accession may increase the already growing human pressures on the "outstanding natural richness of the Carpathian Mountains."

Entitled "The Status of the Carpathians," the report "represents the first-ever overall view of the unique natural and cultural richness" of the Carpathian range, which touches seven countries: Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Ukraine, the release said. "

The Carpathians are home to 481 plant species that are found nowhere else in the world. Furthermore, they are Europe's last region (outside Russia) to support vast tracks of virgin forest, as well as the largest populations of Brown bears, wolves, lynx, European bison, and threatened bird species, including the imperial eagle," the release said. "But the report also stresses the low public and political awareness about this biological and cultural wealth, which is increasingly threatened by pollution, deforestation, hunting, and habitat fragmentation, as well as increased poverty due to drastic economic changes since transition."

The report also found that, despite the potential benefits of EU accession, "EU policies and projects may actually worsen threats to this region, especially the Common Agricultural Policy and proposed road networks," according to the press release. More information and a copy of the report is available at:

<http://www.carpathians.org/launch/>.

Contact:

Paul Csagoly

Communications Manager,

WWF International Danube Carpathian Programme

tel.: (36 30) 250-5869

e-mail: pcsagoly@wwfdcp.org

***

Please send your suggestions for further issues of this Newsletter, your informations and any criticism to: joerg.stadelbauer@geographie.uni-freiburg.de
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