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Ms. Lakshmi Puri is the UN Women Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Executive Director Bureau for Intergovernmental Support and Strategic Partnerships. In this position Ms. Puri is responsible for the leadership and management of the Bureau supporting intergovernmental bodies, United Nations coordination and external relations. She also serves as one of the two Deputies to UN Women Executive Director Michelle Bachelet.

Ms. Lakshmi Puri has more than 37 years of experience in economic and development policy-making as well as in political, peace and security, humanitarian and human rights–related diplomacy. More than twenty years of these have been in relation to the United Nations system. She has promoted the gender equality and women’s empowerment agenda throughout her career. She has considerable experience and professional background in all the thematic and functional areas of UN Women. She has been actively involved in pioneering efforts to analyse and advocate positive linkages between economic development and gender equality. She has worked on ensuring inclusion of a gender perspective in trade investment, migration and labour mobility,  financial flows, environment and climate change, energy, agriculture and food security, and access to essential services, among other issues. Ms. Puri has 
contributed to policy-related research in think tanks, academic institutions and in the context of development banks.

Ms. Puri held the rank of Permanent Secretary of the Government of India and was Ambassador of India to Hungary and accredited to Bosnia and Herzegovina. In that capacity she worked closely with the Peacekeeping Mission there through coordination with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and the Indian peacekeeping contingent. During her diplomatic postings in Geneva, including as Deputy Permanent Representative of India, she developed an expertise in human rights and humanitarian affairs and played an active role in the Commission on Human Rights and its subsidiary bodies.

Ms. Puri joined the United Nations as Director of UNCTAD’s largest division and led the work of the organization in making trade work for development in all its dimensions and, in particular, for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. She was acting Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD from 2007 to 2009.

She was appointed Director in the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Islands Developing States in December 2009, and she has been actively directing the preparations for the United Nations LDC IV conference to be held in Istanbul in 2011.

Ms. Puri’s education has been in history, public policy and administration, international relations and law, and economic development. She has a B.A. in First Division from Delhi University and a postgraduate degree from Punjab University, as well as professional diplomas.

Ms. Yvonne Lodico is Head of Unitar's New York Office. Prior to joining UNITAR, she served as special advisor to the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste for nearly four years.  In Timor, Ms. Lodico conceptualized and developed a programme called the Democratic Governance Forum.  She also served as the focal point for women.  Along with serving in Timor-Leste, Ms. Lodico served on three other missions in sub-Saharan Africa in political, legal and humanitarian capacities as well as  served in the UN Office for Outer Space Affairs.  
She was also a lecturer of international human rights law.  Her education background includes degrees in law, politics and religion, from NYU, Columbia and Yale, where she was a McFaddin Scholar focusing on reconciliation studies.  Most recently, she was selected by United States Institute for Peace (USIP) international programme for preventive diplomacy, where she will represent the UN.

Mr. Pablo Lattes has been working for the United Nations since 2003. He currently works at the Migration Section of the Population Division - DESA, where his work includes migration data analysis, estimates and projections. Prior to that, Mr. Lattes worked at the Statistics Division at UNHCR, where he was responsible for the development of “standards and indicators” to measure the well-being of refugees, the analysis of refugee data and methodological work to improve the quality of statistical data. Before joining the United Nations, Mr. Lattes worked as a consultant for the World Bank, UNDP and the Government of Argentina. Mr. Lattes obtained an MSc in Environmental Resources at Salford University, England and a degree in Sociology with specialisation in Demography at the University of New York at Stony Brook.
Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg is Acting Director of the OHRLLS. He has been with the OHRLLS since 2002. 1998-2002 he was economic affairs officer with the UNCTAD secretariat. Prior to his career at the United Nations he worked with Mongolian foreign service, including the Permanent Mission of Mongolia to the United Nations. He has been involved with the UN efforts to address special needs of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDs. 

He has extensively written on development issues of LLDCs and LDCs. He served as the Executive Secretary of the 2003 UN Conference on LLDCs. He also served as the Acting Executive-Secretary of the recent Istanbul Conference on the LDCs. He holds Masters degree from the Moscow State Institute of International Relations of Russia, and joint masters degree from Harvard Law School and Fletcher School Law and Diplomacy of the United States. 
Mr. Cosmas Gitta is the Chief, Division of Policy, Special Unit for South-South Cooperation in UNDP. In this position, he liaises with various organizations and agencies of the United Nations development system, monitors global progress in South-South relations, and coordinates meetings of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation, which represents 192 United Nations Member States. An expert on South-South relations, Mr. Gitta advises national governments on policy measures to advance international collaborative action in the South. 
In addition to training development practitioners on South-South approaches to development, he works to establish collaborative South-South networks linking partners in government, civil society, academia and the private sector in various regions including ECOWAS, the East African Community and the Caribbean.  To facilitate intergovernmental policymaking on South-South relations, Mr. Gitta oversees the preparation of various reports and studies, including the biennial reports of the United Nations Secretary-General on the state of South-South cooperation, reports of the Administrator of UNDP submitted to the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation, and reports to the Executive Board of UNDP and UNFPA as well as reports of the High-level Committee prepared for the United Nations Economic and Social Council and the UN General Assembly. In 2006, he launched a monthly e-newsletter, Development Challenges: South-South Solutions, currently issued in English to development partners around the world to share information on Southern innovations. Southern Innovator, a magazine he launched in 2011 also promotes South-South peer-learning on innovative technologies.  Since 1997, he has also served as the Managing Editor of Cooperation South, a print and online development journal (English, Spanish and French) promoting closer collaboration among developing countries. 
Mr. Gitta, who earned a Ph.D. in International and Comparative Education at Columbia University, has lectured on human rights education at his alma mater and on various subjects at campuses of the City University of New York.
Mr. Michael B. Gerrard is Andrew Sabin Professor of Professional Practice at Columbia Law School, where he teaches courses on environmental and energy law and directs the Center for Climate Change Law.   He also holds a joint appointment as a member of the faculty of Columbia’s Earth Institute. Before joining the Columbia faculty in January 2009, he was managing partner of the 110-lawyer New York office of Arnold & Porter LLP; he is now Senior Counsel to the firm.  He practiced environmental law in New York City full time from 1979 to 2008 and tried numerous cases and argued many appeals in federal and state courts and administrative tribunals.  He was the 2004-2005 chair of the American Bar Association’s 10,000-member Section of Environment, Energy and Resources.  He has also chaired the Executive Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, and the Environmental Law Section of the New York State Bar Association.

Since 1986, Gerrard has written an environmental law column for the New York Law Journal, and since 1989 he has been editor of a monthly newsletter, Environmental Law in New York.  He is author or editor of nine books, two of which were named Best Law Book of the Year by the Association of American Publishers: Environmental Law Practice Guide (twelve volumes, 1992) and Brownfields Law and Practice: The Cleanup and Redevelopment of Contaminated Land (four volumes, 1998). His other books are Environmental Impact Review in New York (two volumes, with Philip Weinberg and Daniel Ruzow, 1990); Whose Backyard, Whose Risk: Fear and Fairness in Toxic and Nuclear Waste Siting (1994); The Law of Environmental Justice (1999, 2d ed. 2008); Amending CERCLA (with Joel Gross) (2006);  Global Climate Change and U.S. Law (2007); The Law of Green Buildings (with Cullen Howe) (2010); and The Law of Clean Energy: Efficiency and Renewables (2011).

Legal Media Group’s Guide to the World’s Leading Environment Lawyers, based on 4,000 questionnaires, reported in 2005 and again in 2007 that Gerrard "received more personal nominations for this guide than any other lawyer in the world."

He received his B.A. from Columbia University and his J.D. from New York University Law School, where he was a Root Tilden Scholar.
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