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Environmental Policy Syllabus

Political Science 382 – Fall 2010

Marcos A. Marrero, MPA-URP

	Office Hours: By appointment
	Email:  Marrero@polsci.umass.edu

	Office Location: Thompson 408
	Phone: (413) 545-6191


Overview: This course introduces advanced undergraduates to major environmental policy debates in the United States and abroad. We will mix theory and history with case studies of landmark laws and regulations.

Objectives: The main objective of this course is to make students fluent in the political, organizational, scientific and economic drivers shaping past and current environmental policy debates. At the conclusion of this class, each student should be able to situate the struggle for a clean, stable & equitable environment in a wide range of highly contested institutional, historical, theoretical and informal contexts. Our scope will reach from the grassroots to the decision-making process of government at the international, national, state and local levels. 
Readings: There are two required books. Students are expected to read the articles outlined in the syllabus prior to and in preparation for each class. These articles will serve as a basis for class discussion, in-class exercises and pop quizzes. The two books are:

John S. Dryzek & David Schlosberg (Eds.), Debating the Earth: The Environmental Politics Reader (2nd Ed.)

Norman J. Vig & Michael E. Kraft (Eds.), Environmental Policy: New Directions for the Twenty-First Century (7th Ed.)
Occasionally, some assigned readings will come from other sources. Those articles will be distributed in class or made available through the SPARK website. In-class presentation slides will also be made available on-line after each class.
Grades: The following work will form the basis of students’ course grade:

	
	Points
	Percentage

	1. Quizzes (4)
	25 each
	20%

	2. Mid Term Exam
	100
	20%

	3. Term Paper
	125
	25%

	4. Paper presentation
	50
	10%

	5. Final Exam
	125
	25%

	Total
	500
	100%


Rubrics describing each graded assignment will be posted on the class web site, as well as guidelines regarding content and length of papers and presentations. Students can retake a missed pop quiz only with a medically excused absence. Special consideration is given to students on or near a grade boundary who are able to enrich the classroom through timely and incisive questions or comments.

Course Policies

Activity in this course is governed by the University’s Academic Regulations and Code of Student Conduct (including rules on academic honesty). By registering for classes, you are assumed to be aware of both. They can be accessed at: www.umass.edu/registrar/media/academicreg.pdf for the Academic Regulations and www.umass.edu/dean_students/code_conduct for the Code of Student Conduct.

Communications: Announcements in class and on the Spark course site are the primary modes of communicating any further information about the course. Following university policy, messages to individual students will be sent to the @umass address listed on the course roster.

Academic Honesty: The integrity of the academic enterprise of any institution of higher education requires honesty in scholarship and research.  Academic honesty is therefore required of all students at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.  Academic dishonesty (cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, facilitating dishonesty) is prohibited in all programs of the University.

Disability Accommodations:  The University of Massachusetts Amherst is committed to providing an equal educational opportunity for all students.  If you have a documented physical, psychological, or learning disability on file with Disability Services (DS) or Psychological Disabilities Services (PDS), you may be eligible for reasonable academic accommodations to help you succeed in this course.  If you have a documented disability that requires an accommodation, please notify me within the first two weeks of the semester so that we may make appropriate arrangements.
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Class and Reading Schedule

Week 1: Introduction
September 6:  Labor Day, no class
September 8: Introductions, overview of the class and key themes, knowledge inventory exercise

1. Jared Diamond on why societies Collapse: http://www.ted.com/talks/jared_diamond_on_why_societies_collapse.html 

Week 2: The need for Environmental Policy
September 13: Limits to Growth
1.  “The Nature of Exponential Growth” – Meadows, Meadows, Randers & Behrens (D&S pp. 11-24)

2. “The Tragedy of the Commons” – Hardin (D&S pp. 25-36)

3. “A Planet Under Stress” – Brown (D&S pp. 37-48)

September 15: The Promethean Response
1. “Introduction to The Resourceful Earth” – Simon and Kahn (D&S pp. 51-73)

2. “The Truth About the Environment” – Lomborg (D&S pp. 74-79)

3. “Ten Pinches of Salt: A Reply to Bjorn Lomborg” – Burke (D&S pp. 80-88)

Week 3: Policy Mechanisms – the Political Process, Science and Markets
September 22: Liberal Democracy 

1. “The Allocation and Distribution of Resources” – Sagoff (D&S pp. 147-162)

2. “Democracy and Environmentalism: Opening a Door to the Administrative State” – Paehlke (D&S pp. 163-179)

3. “Sustainability and the Limits of Liberalism” – Wissenburg (D&S pp. 180-190)

4. “The American Political Economy II: The Non-Politics of Laissez Faire” (D&S pp. 191-206)

September 27: Administrative Rationalism 

1. “Rationality and the Logic of the National Environmental Policy Act” – Bartlett (D&S pp. 93-103)

2. “Appraising Adaptive Management” – Lee (D&S pp. 104-115)

3. “Goal: Replace Risk Assessment with Alternatives Assessment – O’Brien (D&S pp. 135-144)
Week 4: Policy Mechanisms – the Political Process, Science and Markets
October 4: Competitive Allocation
1. “Rethinking the Way We Think” – Anderson and Leal (D&S pp. 211-228)

2. “Market Based Environmental Policies” – Stavins and Whitehead (D&S pp. 229-238)

3. “Market-Based Instruments in Practice” – Keohane & Olmstead in Markets and The Environment, pp. 182-206

4. “Choosing Price or Quantity Controls for Greenhouse Gasses” – Pizer (RFF Guide to Climate Change Economics and Policy, pp. 46-54, http://www.rff.org/rff/Events/COP9/upload/10806_1.pdf#page=46) 

October 6: Ecological Modernization
1. “Ecological Modernization” – John Barry (D&S pp. 303-321)

2. “The Next Industrial Revolution” – Hawken, Lovins & Lovins (D&S pp. 322-338)

Week 5: Political Action Perspectives
October 12: The Green Movement
1. “Farewell to the Green Movement?: Political Action and the Green Public Sphere” – Torgerson (D&S pp. 509-524)

2. “Politics Beyond the State: Environmental Activism and World Civic Politics” – Wapner (D&S pp. 525-549)

3. “Green Parties in National Governments: From Protest to Acquiescence?” – Poguntke (D&S pp. 573-584)

4. “Past the Tipping Point? Public Discourse and the Role of the Environmental Movement in a Post-Bush Era” – Guber & Bosso (V&K pp. 51-74)

October 13: Environmental Justice
1. “Principles of Environmental Justice” – NPCELS (D&S pp. 429-430)

2. “Environmental Justice in the 21st Century” – Bullard (D&S pp. 431-449)

3. “Networks and Mobile Arrangements: Organizational Innovation in the US Environmental Justice Movement” – Schlosberg (D&S pp. 550-572)

4. “Beyond Backyard Environmentalism: How Communities are Quietly Refashioning Environmental Regulation” – Sabel (D&S pp. 116-134)
Week 6: Mid-Term
October 18: Review Session
October 20: Mid-term examination
Week 7: Environmental Policy at various Public Sector Levels
October 25: Paper Outline and Presentation Workshop
(Bring a term paper outline to class)
October 27: International
1. “From One Earth to One World” – WCE&D (D&S pp. 259-266)

2. “Sustainable Development: A New(ish) Idea for a New Century?” – Meadowcroft (D&S pp. 267-284)

3. “Environment, Population and the Developing World” – Tobin (V&K pp. 286-307)

4. “The International Response to the Threat of Chlorofluorocarbons to Atmospheric Ozone” – Downing & Kates (http://rwkates.org/pdfs/a1982.03.pdf)  

5. “Global Climate Change: Kyoto and Beyond” – Selin & VanDeveer (V&K pp. 265-285)

Week 8: Environmental Policy at various Public Sector Levels
November 1: Federal
1. “Environmental Policy over Four Decades”: Achievements and New Directions” – Kraft and Vig (V&K pp. 1-26)

2. “Science, Politics, and Policy at the EPA” – Rosenbaum (V&K pp. 147-170)

3. “Conflict and Cooperation in Natural Resource Management” – Lubell and Segee (V&K pp. 171-196)

November 3: States 

1. “Mitigating Global Climate Change in the United States: A Regional Approach” – Engel http://homologa.ambiente.sp.gov.br/proclima/artigos_dissertacoes/artigos_ingles/mitigatingglobalclimatechangeintheusa.pdf 

2. Selection from “Environmental Policy in the Courts” – O’Leary (V&K pp. 130-135)

3. “Minnesota Climate Change Advisory Group Final Report, April 2008” pp. EX-1 – EX-16 (http://www.mnclimatechange.us/ewebeditpro/items/O3F16812.pdf) 

Week 9: Environmental Policy at various Public Sector Levels
November 8: Cities
1. “The Process Behind PlaNYC: How the City of New York Developed it’s Comprehensive Long-Term Sustainability Plan” – ICLEI (http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/downloads/pdf/iclei_planyc_case_study_201004.pdf) 

2. “City of Denver Climate Action Plan” – Greenprint Denver Advisory Council, pp. 3-10 http:// www.coolcities.us/resources/climateActionPlans/Denver%20May%202007Greenprint_Council_Report.pdf
3. “Taking Local Action: Mayors and Climate Protection Best Practices, June 2009” – US Conference of Mayors http://www.coolcities.us/resources/bestPracticeGuides/ClimateBestPractices061209.pdf 

November 10: Thursday schedule, no class


Week 10: Criticisms and suggestions of new approaches
November 15: Ecological Democracy
1. “Politics of Risk Society” – Beck (D&S pp. 587-595)

2. “Ecological Citizenship” – Dobson (D&S pp. 596-607)

3. “Inequality, Ecojustice, and Ecological Rationality” – Plumwood (D&S pp. 608-632)

4. “Political and Ecological Communication” – Dryzek (D&S pp. 633-646)

November 17: Deep Ecology
1. “The Shallow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movement: A Summary” – Naess (D&S pp. 343-347)

2. “Putting the Earth First” – Foreman (D&S pp. 348-354)

3. “Living By Life: Some Bioregional Theory and Practice” – Dodge (D&S pp. 355-363)

4. “Ecocentric Discourses: Problems and Future Prospects for Nature Advocacy” – Eckersley (D&S pp. 364-382)

Week 11: Criticisms and suggestions of new approaches
November 22: Feminist and Social Ecology
1. “Towards an Ecological Feminism and a Feminist Ecology” – King (D&S pp. 399-407)

2. “Women of Color on the Front Line” – Krauss (D&S pp. 450-460)
3. “Society and Ecology” – Bookchin (D&S pp. 385-398)

4. “Ecosocialism” – Kovel (D&S pp. 408-426)

November 24: Southern and Indigenous Perspectives
1. “The Environmentalism of the Poor” – Guha (D&S pp. 463-480)

2. “Poverty and Globalization” – Shiva (D&S pp. 481-488)

3. “All Our Relations” – LaDuke (D&S pp. 489-496)

4. “Overturning the Doctrine: Indigenous People and Wilderness – Being Aboriginal in the Environmental Movement” – Bayet (D&S pp. 497-504)

5. “From Opposition to Orthodoxy: The Remaking of Sustainable Development” – Carruthers (D&S pp. 285-300)
Week 12: Topics of Student Interest

November 29: Student Presentations (Bring final paper to class)

December 1: Student Presentations 
Week 13: Topics of Student Interest

December 6: Student Presentations

December 8: Student Presentations and Review

