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H.E. Mr. Libran N. Cabactulan is a career diplomat.  His foreign assignments were in Geneva, Brussels, New York, Sydney and the United Arab Emirates.

In the home office in Manila, he served in various capacities, including as Executive Director of the Office for United Nations and Other International Organizations (UNIO), Executive Director for Consular Affairs, Special Assistant to the Secretary of Foreign Affairs for Communications and Fiscal Matters, Senior Special Assistant of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs for Nuclear Disarmament and Non-Proliferation with the rank of Assistant Secretary.  
Prior to his current assignment as Permanent Representative to the United Nations, he was first assigned as Philippine Ambassador for Nuclear Disarmament and Non-Proliferation at the Philippine Mission in New York. Ambassador Cabactulan received a Presidential Citation for his role in the repatriation of Filipinos from Lebanon during the Lebanon-Israeli crisis in 2006.  After his successful presidency of the 2010 Nuclear Non- Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference, he was conferred the Order of Sikatuna with the rank of Datu, the highest Philippine decoration for exemplary achievements in Foreign Service and International Relations. 

Ambassador Cabactulan is a political economist, having completed his bachelor and master degrees in Political Science at the University of the Philippines and a certificate in Development Economics from the same university.  He also received a diploma with merit on Commercial Policy from the General Agreements on Tariffs and Trade (now WTO) in Geneva, Switzerland. Ambassador Cabactulan has extensive experience in negotiations.  

He was a member of a team that negotiated Philippine accession to the General Agreements on Tariffs and Trade.  He participated in a number of negotiations on textile agreements, the General System of Preferences or GSP and Coffee Export Quota.  He led the G-77 in the negotiations on economic and related issues at the United Nations in New York and Geneva (General Assembly, ECOSOC, Commission on Sustainable Development, Population Commission, UNICEF and UNDP) in 1989 and 1996.  He was the facilitator of the UN Ad Hoc Working Group that paved the way for the convening of the Monterrey Summit in Mexico on Financing for Development in 1999. 

Ambassador Cabactulan is married with two children.

H.E. Mr. Oumar Daou is the Permanent Representative of Mali to the United Nations. Mr. Daou has presented his credentials to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, on 5 June 2008. Prior to his appointment, Ambassador Daou was the Director of Political Affairs in the Malian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation from 2004 to 2008.  Before that, he was Deputy Director of Political Affairs in the Ministry from 2003 to 2004 and Head of the International Organizations Department from 2001 to 2003. From 1998 to 2001, he was the Organization of African Unity (OAU) Observer for the implementation of the United Nations plan for Western Sahara in Laayoune, working with the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO). Between 1996 and 1998, he served in the Office of the Secretary-General of OAU in Addis Ababa.  

He was a Counsellor in his country’s Embassy in Cairo (Egypt) from 1989 to 1995, while also acting as Charge d’Affaires for the Liaison Office in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia). From 1986 to 1989, he was Head of the Africa-OAU Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mali.  Prior to that, he was Head of the Africa-OAU Desk from 1980 to 1986. Ambassador Daou has represented his country at many international conferences, including at the United Nations. He was President of UNICEF Executive Board (2009) and Chairman of Landlock Developing Countries (2008 – 2010). 

He earned a diploma in philosophy and a certificate in modern history from the University of Beijing (1978).  He also received diplomatic training, including from the Cairo Institute of Diplomatic Studies in 1990 and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) in 1986.  In addition, he was a 1987 recipient of a United Nations Disarmament Scholarship. Ambassador Daou was honoured with the award of Friendship Citizen of Nagasaki, Japan, in 1987 and the Knight of the National Order of Mali in 2006. 

He was born on 13 May 1955; he is married with three children.

Mr. Katsuhiko Takahashi is the Minister of Economic Affairs of Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations in New York. Mr. Takahashi is a career diplomat. At the Japanese Mission to the United Nations in New York, he was First Secretary of Political Affairs, from March 2001 to November 2003. Prior to his current assignment he was the Deputy Chief of the Mission of Japan in Iraq and Counsellor of Embassy of Japan in Kuwait. 
Mr. Takahashi has an extensive knowledge of Middle Eastern Affairs having served as Director and Principal Deputy Director of the Second Middle East Division of the Middle Eastern and African Affairs Bureau, from January 2007 to August 2009. Among is other assignments, Mr. Takahashi has held important positions such as Principal Deputy Director of the Developing Economies Division at the Economic Affairs Bureau and Deputy Director of the Overseas Establishment Division of the                                        Minister’s Secretariat. 

Mr. Takahashi is a Graduate from the Faculty of Law of the University of Tokyo.
Ms. Grainne O’Hara is a Senior Policy Advisor at the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Liaison Office in New York. Ms. O Hara is an Irish national. 
She holds a law degree from Trinity College Dublin and was called to the Bar in Ireland in 1992. After two years of service working on social issues with the Free Legal Advice Centres in Dublin she opted for an international career and joined UNHCR in Mexico as a United Nations Volunteer. In her 17 years of service with UNHCR she has been posted to Mexico (working with refugees in Mexico City and on the Guatemalan repatriation programme); the Balkans (during the Kosovo Emergency working in the camps in fYROM and later with minority groups at risk within Kosovo); UNHCR HQ in Geneva (posted to the Legal Unit of the Department of International Protection and working on asylum and migration issues, including trafficking, smuggling and rescue-at-sea); Darfur (working with IDPs); Miami (with responsibility for the Caribbean); and Afghanistan (as Head of Sub-Office Kabul, working on the repatriation programme from Afghanistan and on urban displacement within Afghanistan). 

She left Kabul in June, 2011 to take up her current posting as Senior Policy Advisor at the UNHCR Liaison Office in New York.  
Ms. Jane E. Bloom, ACSW, is the U.S. Liaison Officer for International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC).  In that capacity since 2006, she represents its U.S.-funded ICMC programs, links with ICMC field offices globally on operational responses, leads policy work for ICMC in the U.S. on a broad range of issues concerning protection and migration, and administers the Washington, DC office and projects, including its Caribbean initiatives. 
She is the agency’s representative on the Global Statelessness Working Group, Refugee Council USA’s Governing Board, and a number of joint federal working groups.  She works closely with UNHCR in Geneva on gender issues, including its new 2011-2016 GBV strategic plan and manages ICMC’s GBV project in Malaysia. Bloom is the founder and former director of RefugeeWorks, the U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement’s technical assistance arm for self-sufficiency. 
A U.S. Children’s Bureau Fellow, Bloom is a graduate of New York University, Syracuse University School of Social Work, and the Nitze School for Advanced International Studies/Johns Hopkins University.

Ms. Amy Muedin is currently a Programme Specialist in the Office of the Permanent Observer for the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to the United Nations in New York.  The mission of the Office is to contribute to the political, social, economic and humanitarian debate and action on migration within the multilateral framework of international dialogue and cooperation of the United Nations. 

Since joining IOM in 2005, Ms. Muedin develops and manages a series of workshops on migration and development issues, in cooperation with UNITAR and UNFPA, to help stimulate critical thinking on key migration issues.  She is also the focal point in IOM providing guidance and support to numerous IOM field missions on accessing and leveraging various UN grant mechanisms including the UN Central Emergency Response Fund, the UN Peacebuilding Fund and the UN Trust Fund for Human Security.  She liaises regularly with the UN Secretariat, funds, programmes and agencies, and coordinates projects specifically between IOM and the UN Alliance of Civilizations.  She also regularly gives briefings on various migration issues including trafficking to NGO and student communities at the United Nations or in the New York City area. 

Ms. Muedin completed her Master of Arts degree in International Relations in 2005 at the John C. Whitehead School of Diplomacy and International Relations at Seton Hall University.   She is an American national. 
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